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PREFACE, 



The Talae of a Prayer Book, ai an aid in the devotional 
exercises of a fiunily, has long been acknowledged by Christiani 
of an sects. But few persons are capable of leading daily in 
religious exercises, without falling into a sameness which is 
tiresome, and calculated to destroy that interest necessary to 
make such exercises useful. Many neglect family prayer, on 
this account. Others are wanting in the giil of prayer, and are 
actually incompetent to perform the service in a manner caka- 
lated to benefit the heart, or give efi^cy to religion. And 
others are wanting in confidence, and dare not attempt the per- 
formance of a duty which they feel binding upon them, and the 
neglect of which is a cause of painfiil reflections. A Prayer 
Book obviates all these difficulties. It also aids those who feel 
competent to lead daily in extemporaneous family prayer. It 
gives a variety of topics, forms and expressions, which .will 
greatly enrich their prayers, and be an effectual guard against 



Prompted by a consideration of these advantages, and feeling 
deeply anxious that an altar to the Lord should be erected in 
every fiunily belonging to our Israel, I have been induced to 
prepare this work, which I trust will be found, in all respects, 
suited to the wants of Christian .families. I know there are 
many excellent books designed for domestic worship ; but it has 
appeared to the subscriber, that the prayen in all he has seen, 
except Rev. A. Fletcher's " Guide to Devotion," are mnch too 
k>Dg. Were not that excellent work so expensive as to pre- 
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elude its general use, it wonld, in most respects, meet the waats 
of all Christians. Its prayers are brief, and breathe a spirit of 
pure devotion; and. the reflections accompanying them are 
highly valuable. 

The plan of this little volume is somewhat different from 
any which the subscriber has seen. It has a large number 
of services, consisting of Reflections and Prayers, for Sabbath 
morning. It has also several toittilar services for particular 
occasions, such as Thanksgiving, Fast, &c. Besides this pe- 
culiarity, each Prayer, with a few exceptions, has a leading 
subject, and is thus calculated to make a deeper impression 
than if of a feneral character. It is unlike others also in the 
brevity 4»f its praj^ers. It is also free from forms designed for 
public worship, though it has several which can be used in such 
a service. Besides, most other works contain a selection of 
l^mns; but none has been made for this, because most families 
have a good supply of hymn books. 

In the preparation of this work, some assistance has been 
derived from Wyatt's Christian Offices ; Jay's Family Prayers; 
Brooks' Family Prayers; Furness' Domestic Worship; Fletch- 
er's Guide to Devotion; ,Book of Common Prayer, and Gris- 
wold's Prayers. In a few instances, for the sake of a greater 
variety, sentences have been adopted from some of these 
works. 

Those brethren who have kindly furnished Prayers for this 
work, will accept my cordial thanks for the aid they have ren- 
dered; and I trust they will find their reward in the approba- 
tion of a good conscience, and the beneficial influence which 
UUM volume will exert upon the hearts of the people. 

OTIS A. SKINNER. 

N. B. He Lord's Prayer, and some of tlie occasional 
Prayers, can be used, when desired, in connexion with others, 
^or instance, the Prayers on pages 210 and 211 can be used in 
connexion with the Prayer on page 101. 

jaD«Cm,J£iy,1848. 



INDEX. 

PART FIRST. 

SABBATH MORHINO RirLBCTIOHS AMD PRATB&f. 



RxFLECTioirs on Family Religion, .... 9 
Reflections on the Duty of Prayer, • ... 11 

Reflections on the Value of the Gospel, ... 14 

Reflections on the Wisdom of God's Law, . ' . .17 
Refleaions on a Good Example, ..... 20 
Reflections on the Advantages of Prayer, ... 23 

Reflections on Secret Prayer, 27 

Reflections on the way to keep ourselves in the Love of God, 80 
Inflections on the importance of Searching the Scriptures, 88 
Reflectionson the Greatness of God, .... 86 

39 
48 
46 
49 



Reflections on God as the Creator, 
Reflections on the Mercy of God, .... 
Reflections on the Mistakes in Judging of Happiness, 
Reflections on the Example of Christ, . 

Reflections on the Evil of Sin, 62 

Reflections on the Importance of Religion to the Youqg, 66 

Reflections on Family Prayer, 69 

Reflections on the Excellency of God's Law, . . 62 

B«flections on the Faithfulness of Jesus, ... 65 

Reflections on the way to Search the Scriptures, • . 68 

Reflections on the Nature of Prayer, .... 71 

Reflections on the Greatness of the Ministerial Office, . 74 

Reflections on Revenge, 77 

Reflections on Forgiveness, 80 

Reflections on Contentment, ...... 88 

Reflections on Fraud in Trade, 87 

Reflections on the Advantages of Preaching, . . 90 

Reflections on the Necessi^of Obedience to God, . 98 

Reflections on Hearing the Word, .... 96 

Reflections on Trust in God, 100 

Reflections on the Duties of Children, . . . 103 

Reflectionson the Duties of Parents, ... 106 

Reflections on the Sabbath, 109 

PART SECOND. 

MOBHINO OR EYXiriira PRATBR8. 

Da the Scriptures a Light, by Rev. T. B. Thayer, . 112 

On the Isfitations of the Gospel, by Rev. E. G. Brooke, 114 



Tl UIOSX. 

On the Promifles of the Goipel, fagr Rev. E. G. Brooks, . 116 
On Homilky, by Rev. G. W. iQ^, . .117 

On God*8 SuperiiiCending Csre, 119 

On the Gospel, by Rev. A. P. Cleverly, . . .121 

On Humility and Prayer, by Rev. A. P. Cleverly, . . 122 
For Guidance in a Season of Perplexity and Care, by 

Rev. E. H. Ohap'in, 124 

For Kind Dispositions, by Rev. £. H. Chapin, . . 126 

On the Divine Law, bv Rev. W. M. Femald, . 126 
Fbr the Perception, Realization and Guidance of Qod^ 

Wisdom, by Rev. W. M. Fernald, ... 126 
Fbr the Realization and Experience of God's Mefcy, 

by Rev. W. M. Femald, 131 

For the Joy and Peace of the Gospel, by Rev. J. Nidioh, 18S 

For Purity of Heart and Life, bv Rev. J . Moore, . . 186 

On Jehovah as a God of Hope, by Rev. J. Moore, . . 196 

On the Conses of Tbaafcsgfivmg to God, by Rev.H. Ballou, 187 
On God's Goodness and Man's In|ratitnde, by Rev. A. 

A. Miner, 196 

For the Guidance and Spirit <>f the Gospel, by Rev. A. 

A. Miner, .141 

For the Divine Aid and Direetion, by Rev. Wm. Fish- 

beuffh, 146 

On the Pivine Mer^, fay Rev. T. P. Abel, ... 144 

On the Blessinff of Sleep, by Rev. J. G. Adams^ . . 146 

On the Social KehitieBS «nd Duties, by Rev. J. G. Adsms, 148 

For Gratitude, Trust and Obe^ence, by Rev. C. Spear, 146 

On the Death of Cliriflt, by Rev. H.C.Leonard, . . 151 

On the Love of Christ, by Rev. L. Willis, ... 156 

For Strength to Resist Temptation, by Rev. D. F«rbcs, 156 

PART THIRD. 

MORVIITG AHD BTSmirG PRtATX&S. 

Homing Table Prayer, vo. i., by Rev. W. M. Fertald, 167 

" •« *' HO. II., by Rev. L. S. Everett, 168 

^« " wo. m., by Rev. L. S. Everett, 156 

*« «« HO. IV., 1^ Rev. L. S. Everett, 160 

" " HO. T., by Rev. H. R. Nye^ . 161 

« « HO. VI., byRev. H. Ballou,2d., 161 

" " HO. VII., t^ Rev. H. Bacon, . 163 

" " HO. vxii., by Rev. H. Bacon» . 164 

Homing Prayer, ho. i., by Rev. S. Streeter, # . . 165 

« " HO. II., l^ Rev. J. M. Austin, • . 167 

Evening Prayer, by Rev. J. M. Austin, . . • 166 

fibteday Evening Prayer, by Rev. S. A. Davis, . • lit 



vu 



PART FOURTH: 

CONTAIiriirO RXrLKCTIOirS and FRATXRI fVITABLI 
FOR TARI0U8 OCCA8IOV8. 



Reflectiomi for Thanksgiving Day, 
Prayer for Thanksgiving Day, by Rev. W. M 
Reflections for Christmas, .... 
Prayer for Christmas, by Rey. W. M. Femald, 
Reflections for Fast Day, 
Prayer for Fast Day, .... 
Renections on the Close of the Year, 
Prayer for the Close of the Year, 
Renections on the Beginning of the Year, 
Prayer for the Beginning of the Year, • 
RenecttoBs on the Lord's Supper, 
Prayer for a Communion Sabbath, 

C( <( (t cc 

A Prayer for a Benevolent Society, 
A Prayer for Temperance, 



Fernald, 



174 
177 
178 
180 
182 
183 
185 
186 
187 
189 
190 
192 
193 
196 



FOR FAMILIES IN AFFLICTIOR. 

Refleetious on the Benefit of Affliction, 

A Prayer for a Family in Affliction, .... 

A Prayer for a Fami& visited with Death, . 

A Prayer on the Deatn of a Child, by Rev. L. C. Browne, 

A Prayer after the Loss of a Young ChOd, by Rev. 8. 

Streeter, 

A Prayer mitaUe 4ot a Person wfao is9ick,iioiB Beotkt* 

Prayers, 

A Prayer for a Chiki Dangerously 111, fraB FuroMs' 

Prayers, ........ 

A Prayer for a Fk-iend Dangerously 111, from Fumess' 

Prajrers, ........ 

A Prayer at the Meeting of Friends, by Rev. C. H. Fay,* 
A Prayer at the Parting of Friends, .... 

A Prayer suitable for a Child, by Rev. S. Streeter, 



196 
198 
208 
206 

207 

209 

210 

211 
211 
218 
215 



INDSX TO FRAYKR8 ADAPTED TO DIFFERENT MEETINGS. 

For a Sabbath School, pages . . .40,57,110 

For a Bible Class, pages . . 84, 66, 70, 112 

For the Commencement of Public Worship, 

pages 16, 26, 81, 73, 98, 126, 129, 181, 188, 189 

For the Close of Public Worship, 

pagBi . 116« 186, 148, 161, 161, 168, 164 



THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Ottr Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debtst 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen. 



PART FIRST. 

ft&BBATH HOBNina REFLBCTMlfS AND ntATBBt. 



FAMILY RELIGION. 

HtPLBCTiONs adapted to Prov. xiii. Prov. xvii. 
CoL iii. — ^The relations subsisting between husbands 
«ad wives, parents and children, brothers and sisten, 
«e the most tender and important which bind heart to 
Jusart. And when those sustaining them are uDosSosm- 
ly goYwned by kindness, gentleness, fidetity and love, 
&ey enjoy a happiness of more value than all earth's 
treasuses. But, in order to possess these virtues, re- 
ligion must exercise its divine influence upon theii 
Itearts. They must be enlightened by its instructions, 
Mmotsfied by its spirit, and governed by its laws. In 
no ether way can they be rendered holy, and fitted for 
the near velations they sustain. 

How necessary, then, that in every family the Bible 
«hould be read, and an altar of prayer erected ; that 
parents should seek for divine strength in the perform- 
ance of their duties, and teach their children to honor 
and obey €rod; to be kind, courteous, and upright. 
But, alas! it is not so. In how many families is the 
voice of prayer never heard ! in how many is no leli- 
^^ous instruction given! Where religion is needed 
most, we often see the least ; and where religious in- 
struction is fitted to do the most good, there is the 
least given. that every parent would say, *' As for 
me ami my house, we will serve the Lord." 



PRAYER. 



O LosD, we would, as in duty bound, ^er re* 
Joioe before thee, in the assurance that theu Itft 
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infinitely good, all-gracious, and merciiiil. And 
we thank thee that in expressing thy great love 
to us and to the world, thou hast ever employed 
the language of parental kindness. Thy Gospel, 
Lord, was peace on earth, and brought down to 
a perishing world the tidings of good will. Even 
the reproofs which have been administered to 
thine erring and disobedient children, have been 
tempered by thy divine mercy ! O God, may we 
learn the sweet and heavenly language which 
thou hast ever employed — and may we imbibe 
that pure and holy spirit of benevolence by 
which thy Son was influenced when he gave up 
his life on the cross for a sinful world. And as we 
are permitted from time to time calmly to reflect 
Upon thy love to us, may we form resolutions 
in all respects agreeable to thy Divine will. And 
while we profess to be grateful for the multitude 
of thy mercies, may we be devoutly anxious to 
confer some lasting benefit upon our race. 

All-bountiful Father, help us to be thankful 
that our lives are spared to behold the light of 
this morning, and to come around this holy altar 
in health. All we enjoy is thy gift ; and we pray 
that we may be led to think more of thy goodness, 
and to remember thee in all our enjo3rments. O 
make us feel the value of religion, and the neces- 
sity of living under its influence. May it sanc- 
tify our relations to each other, and render us 
kind and faithful. May we be a family whose 
God is the Lord. Forbid that we should ever 
neglect the means of grace, or suffer the light of 
truth to go out in our dwelling. Here may love 
leign and peace dwell. May we neither forget 
thee in the day of prosperity, nor distrust thee in 
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the day of adversity. We ask all in the name of 
Jesus Christ, through whom shall be given nnto 
thee all the praise forever and ever. Amen. 



THE DUTY OF PRAYER. 

• 

Reflections adapted to Col. iv. Rom. zii. 1 Thess. 
V. — ^Perhaps no duty is more generally neglected than 
prayer. In this respect, Christians are different from 
the Mohamedans and the ancient Jews. The former 
pray five times in the space of twenty-four hours. 
f*ir8t, in the morning, between daybreak and sunrise. 
Second, just after noon, when the sun begins to decline 
from the meridian. Third, at the middle hour, between 
noon and sunset. Fourth, between sunset and dark. 
Fifth, an hour and a half after night has fully closed 
in. Public notice is given of these seasons, by the 
criers from the galleries of the minarets attached to the 
mosques, and every good Moslem, whatever may be 
his situation or duties, kneels down and prays. This 
he does, even if a fire is bursting out in his house, or 
an armed enemy is entering his camp. Mohamed 
called prayer, ** The pillar of religion, and the key of 
paradise." 

The ancient Jews prayed three times a day ; — ^morn- 
ing, noon, and night. "So people could be more exaot 
in the peTformance of this duty, or look with greater 
abhorrence upon those who neglected it. In their view, 
it was indispensable to peace and prosperity. In the 
times of the Savior, they had become formal, and 
nrayed to be seen of men, rather than to obtain the 
l)ivine favor. 

While Mohamedans and Jews have been thus dia* 
ttnguished for their punctuality in observing their ap- 
pointed seasons of devotion. Christians are lamentably 
negligent of pra^ er . There are thousands of professe^ 
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Ohriatno familieB ia wUeh bo spiiitaal ahair kererstai; 
«Dd thore are tens of thooAsads of psofessed Christiwui 
who neglect, almost entirely, the duty of praying in. 
secret. And, yet, prayer is enjoined by the commands 
of God, and the example of Christ, his apostles, and 
all the primitive disciples. By his prophet, God says, 
he " will be inquired of." By his Son he enforces the 
same duty : ** Men ought always to pray, and not 
Ihint." " After this manner, pray ye." We have 
the same eommand through his ajpostles. *' I exhort 
therefore, that first of all supplications, prayers, intep- 
cessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men." 
"Pray without ceasing." Such are God's direxstionA 
to man. 

The example of Christ shows the duty of prajex. 
Much of his time was spent in communion wim (rod. 
Whole nights were devoted to this. He retired often 
to the lonely mountain, and poured forth his petitions^ 
where there was no ear to hear, but that whi(^ 'm 
always open to the supplications of the humble, Th9 
apostles were all men of prayer. They prayed for 
God's blessing upon their labors, for power to resist 
temptation, for the conversion of sinners, for the fidelity 
of Christians, and for the salvation of the world. AQ 
the primitive disciples were prayerful. It ia emphatl- 
eaJly said, Th£y continued in prayer. They met often 
for prayer. The duty of prayer is also evident from 
man s dependence. Every thmg he has comes Irom 
Qod. He is the Giver of every good and perfect ffift, 
the Father of mercies, the Source of light. How obvi- 
ous then is the duty of prayer. The ignorant should 
ask for wisdom, the blind for guidance, the needy for 
bread, the naked for clothing. '* Ask and ye shall 
reeeive, seek and ye shall find," is the declaration of 
Jesus. Surely, the creature should call upon the 
Creator, the subject upon the Governor, the dependent 
upon the Benefactor. The sinfulness of man shows 
the duty of prayer. Man is a transgressor, and unholy 
before God. He has forfeited his favor, and meritea 
his disapprobation. Shall he not then ask forgiveness. 



«ad fSik for that purity of beart wluch will raite hbm 

acceptable ? 

Let as nsTer, therefore, neglect this sacred da^. 
He that prays not, has no more claim to the name of » 
Christian, than he who speaks not the truth. Both da^ 
regard Grod. 

' PRAYER. 

O Thou, on whom all creatures depend, and 
whose hand is constantly open for the supply of 
all our wants, we would come to thee in the so- 
lemnities of prayer, and dedicate ourselves anew 
to thy service. Accept, O Lord, our free-will 
offerings, and enahle xis, with profound ^verence 
and holy fear, to worship thee, and seek thy 
blessing. Thou art infinite in wisdom, goodness 
and power, and worthy the unceasing praise of 
all hearts. To thy guidance, O God, would wo 
submit our ways, and to thy disposal, all our 
interests, for time and eternity. We would look 
to thee for safety amidst unforeseen exposures ; 
for the means of subsistence ; for our necessary 
raiment ; for the vigor of health ; for fruitful sea- 
sons, and for all the supports and comforts of 
life. Every morning and night would we pray 
to thee. We would constantly cherish a spirit 
of prayer, and at all times ask thy direction. 

We are dependent on thee for all things. Thou 
art our constant Benefactor. All our social bless- 
ings ; all our religious privileges ; all our oppor- 
tunities for improvement and our means of grace, 
are thy gift. When we were lost and wretched, 
thou Qj&t send a Savior to restore and bless us ; 
to throw light upon the path of duty ; to win the 
afiections of our hearts by a manifestation of bis 
S 
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ledeeming lore, guide us by his i^xytlesB enoiqilei 
and renew us by his holy spirit. 

Lord, how great is thy goodness, how rich 
thy grace ! We cannot number thy mercies, or 
be sufficiently thankful for thy care ! Help us to 
^ve our hearts entirely to thee, and spend our 
days in thy fear. May we no longer be unfaith- 
ful or disobedient ; but may we follow thy direc- 
tions, and prove ourselves worthy the favors we 
have received. 

May our children be deeply affected by a sense 
of thy great looe, and ever seek to honor thy name. 

Be oar guide through this day, and when we 
repair to thy sanctuary, may it be to engage in 
thy worship, and to be fitted for all the allotments 
of thy Providence ; and to thee shall be given 931 
the praise. Amen. 



THE VALUE OF THE GOSPEL. 

Reflections adapted to Isa. lii. Rom. x. Eph. iii. 
— ^The Gospel is a blessing of infinite value. . This may 
be proved by its origin, the chaiacter of its Founder, 
the measures employed for its promulgation, and by its 
hallowing influence on society. It may, also, be proved 
by its instructions. 

1. It reveals the character of God in all its commur 
tticable excellency. It ascribes to him infinite power, 
wisdom, and love ; and declares that iu all things he 
seeks the good of man. It shows with what wisdom 
he directs, with what majesty he commands, with 
what power he supports, with what favor he embraces, 
with what condescension he entreats, and with what 
mercy he provides for oar salvation ; it deelams tel 



he is the God of all gnoe, of bonniUeaB compaMum and 
unchanging beneTolenoe, the Father and Savioi of the 
world. 

3. The Gospel reveals the duties which Grod requires. 
All who recognise a Supreme Being acknowledge that 
they owe him a service ; but the senseless rites of all 
heathen nations show that nature is insufficient as a 
guide, and that we need a revelation from Grod. This 
xeTolation we have in the Gospel, which teaches clearly 
and decisively all the duties devolving upon us. Here, 
parents and children, husbands and wives, brothers and 
sisters, masters and servants, rulers and subjects, are 
taught their duty ; and if they will listen to its teach- 
ings, they need not remain in sin, or wander in igno- 
rance, it assures them that God is their Father, and 
should be adored and obeyed ; and that they are all 
brethren, and should be kmd, pitiful, and futhful to 
each other. Thus, '' Love is the fulfilling of the law.'* 

3. The Gospel reveals a future life. Before its pro- 
mnlfi^ation, eternity was shrouded in darkness, and 
manKind mourned, without hope, the loss of friends. 
But the Grospel has brought life and immortality to 
light, and shown that all will live in heaven, be equid 
unto the angels, and clothed with immortaUty. None 
will be annihilated^ — ^none cast off forever. 

What an invaluable treasure. Truly, can we call 
h fi^lad tidings of great joy. It is, indeed, the toord of 
lifiy the gospel of salvation, the gospel of the grace of 
Crod, What are all the systems of pmlosophers and 
moralists, when compared with this ! O let us listen 
to its instmctions, imbibe its spirit, and lay hold upon 
its exceeding great and precious promises. 

PRAYER. 

O Lord, whom angels love and adore, accept 
our thanksgivings for preserving our lives, uul 
permitting us once more to come around the altar 
«f prayer. We praise thee, that we are blessed 



nuYi 



readon are contintted to na. We praise mee for 
all thv £iLyors, and especially for the s^lorioas Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. We acknowledge that it is 
thy richest gift to the world ; that it reveals thy 
cliaracter in all its glory luad excellency; thy 
grace in all its fuhiess ; thy merey in all its ten* 
dernesfi. It is a lamp to oor feet, and a light to 
our path, and sheds its kindling glories upon the 
▼a lley of the shadow of death. 

We thank thee, God, that it has spoken 

!)eace to our hearts; called us away from our 
bllies and sinA ; directed us to him who died for 
our redmnption, and inspired ua with those hopes 
which are stronger than death. We hless th«e 
for its saving power ; for the millions it has con- 
verted from sin ; for the mighty victories it has 
achieved over the powers of dar^ess, and for all 
it has done in purifying, exalting and blessing th« 
world. 

Grant, O God, that its healing power may be 
felt in all nations ; that it may spread from land 
to land, until the last benighted mind shall be 
illuminated, the last wanderer brought back to 
duty, the last enslaved soul be made free. May 
all the poor find in it exhaustless treasures ; all 
tha son^owful unfailing comfort ; all the wayward 
a sure guide, and all the penitent the means of 
pardon. 

Lord, may we ever listen to the instructions 
of this Gospel, and never be among those who 
shall set at nought so rich a blessing. Ma.y we 
daily drink in its benign spirit, that we may live 
m peace with all men ; may we^ constantty eberv 
its pceeeptS) &at we may be gui(ted in Ae pads 
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Ofsafshr; aad may we haire the suBtdiiiiig power 
of its glorious hopes, that we may not, when over* 
whebned by affliction, give way to feelings of 
despair. 

Andj O Crodf may our children receive it to 
their hearts, live in obedience to iti laws, and he 
sanctified hy its spirit. 

And unto thee, Source of all light, shall be 
Tendered praises for evermore. Amen. 



THE WISDOM OP GOD'S LAW. 

RxTLECTiONS adapted to Ps. zix. Ps. cxix. 97 — ISO. 
frov. iv. — The object of the divlDe law is the sup- 
pression of vice, and the promotion of virtue. Being 
perfectly wise, having infinite wisdom, G^d is able to 
adapt ms law to the end for which it is designed. 
Human legislators often err ; with good intentions, they 
often j&ame injurious laws. Their wisdom is limited ; 
and what they suppose will be of great service to man, 
frequently proves a fearful curse. We are not, how- 
ever, to attribute all bad laws to imperfect wisdom. 
Many legislators are selfish, and actuated by an unholy 
ambition. They form laws for their own good, for the 
aggrandizement of the few, and the oppression of the 
many. But Grod is infinitely wise and benevolent, and 
consequently he can neither make an unwise nor a bad 
law ; his laws are all holy, wise and good. 

There are two features in the Divine law which 
show its perfect wisdom. 

1. It appeals to the holiest feelings of the heart. 
Instead of addressing man as a brute, and charging 
him with all that is vile and degrading ; it spea& to 
his benevolence, his sense of justice, his compassion, 
and his love for the race. By this means, it touches 
the best springs of action, and rouses those powers 
which render him capable of love and praise. Thus, 
2* 
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naXan. What an evidenoe «f urisdom it heza. H«v 
easy to do tight, when love, justice, ami kindness, con- 
trol the heart ; but how difficult when hatred, cruelty, 
and injustice, exercise their unholy power. What a 
lesson is here for human legislators, parents and 
guardians. God does not drive men to obedience by 
oppressiTe laws and cruel penalties, but he makes them 
desire right and Ioto the way of holiness, l^ waJdng 
into action all their moral faculties. 

3. The law exercises its control by showing man 
that safety and happiness can be found only in the path 
of obedience. It declares that every sinful way is 
dangerous, difficult, and beset with the worst of evils ; 
and that every virtuous way is pleasant, oeaceful and 
sale, leading to honor and usefulness. Now, as all 
dflsiie happmess, — as our own welfare is the chief 
object of our wishes and effiirts, the law takes the oni^ 
oouree which could be adopted, to make man shun evil 
and pursue good. How mistaken then are all those 
who repvesent the way of sin as pleasant,*— who- da- 
dave that the wicked have a heaven on earth, and the 
ffood a hell ; that it is here, ill with those who obey 
God, and well with diose who disobey! No error 
coaU be greater than ^is; and while men entertain 
floeh iUse opinions, they can neither love virtno' nor 
hate sin. 

Let us be thankful then, that God has made known 
to US his exeeUant law ; that wa live under its bleaaed 
influenee, and are not left to grope our way in the dark, 
or wander into liie maaes of sin, vmd&r a mistiaken idea 
that it affi>rd» present happiness. Sin ia hell,-Hrirtue 
is heaven. 

PRAYER. 

THoxr Ood of all wisdom and grace, most 
devoutly do we thank thee that we have been 
8|^ed to behold another Sabbath, and are peir 
mitted once move to humble oiuraelTes m j^xmym^ 



Bmx w, holy Fattwr, aad bestow vigou mm ibf 
lieh blessings. Erer hast than been kind and 
gfBciom, aad watiefaed over us witJi infinite ben 
nignky. Thoa, O God, dcdigbtest in the h&ppi* 

ness of thy creatures, and art daily imparting the 
riches of thy bounty. To tby kind Provi&nce 
are we indebted for the food by which our wea* 
ried powers are refreshed ; for the raiment with 
which we are clothed ; for our comfortable habi- 
tsftiems, and all the fruits of oar industry and labor. 
To thy Providence are we also indebted for that 
wise law, bv which our steps are directed in the 
paths of safety and peace. Thy law, Lord, do 
we love ; and we beseech thee so to incline our 
hearts, that it may be our meditation all the day. 

We give thee most hearty thanks, that it ap- 
peals to all the better feelings of our souls, and 
calls into action those powers which lifl us above 
the vices and follies of this evil world. O God, 
may we yield our hearts to its heavenly influ- 
ences, and eiqperience that unspeakable pleasure 
which is the reward of cheerful obedience. 

We bless thee, gracious God, that thou hast 
suited thy law to me capacities of thy people ; 
and hast so formed it, that its requisitions are not 
above our powers, and that the service it demands, 
contributes to the joys of social life ; to the in- 
crease of our love; to the improvement of our 
minds, and to the promotion of our highest inter- 
ests. Grant, eternal Father, that none of us may 
ever despise thy law ; but may its warnings and 
penalties deter us from sin ; its rewards incite us 
to duty; and its wisdom, justice and goodness 
engage the admiration of our hearts. enable 
as to see the darkness and wretchedness in which 
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all tiansgrefnon. aie involvedy and to bear coo* 
stantly in mind, that nothing can harm us, if w« 
are followers of that which is good. May we 1ot# 
thy law fervently, and have the peace whkh it 
imparts. 

Engrave it, O Gody upon the souls of these 
children, and keep them from the ways of folly 
and ruin. ^ 

Guide us, great God, by thy just and holy law, 
even until death, and then receive us to thyself, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



A GOOD EXAMPLE. 

Rbflkotions adapted to Matt. v. 1 Tim. iv. Tit. ii. — 
The religion of the ^ible requires the utmost purity of 
life. Being pure in its doctrines and commandments, 
it does not allow its disciples to live in the indulgence 
of any sin ; but calls upon them to avoid even the ap* 
pearance of evil. Its language is, ** In all things 
showing thyself a pattern of good works." " Be thou 
an example of the believers." ''Walk in wisdom 
toward them that are without." 

But why should our example be thus pure? The 
Savior has given the answer: ''Let your light so 
shine before men that they ma^r see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven." There 
is no way in which we can do so much to render those 
around us holy as bv settinp^ a good example. lu 
order to be convinced of this, let us consider that 
example shows the possibility of compljring with the 
requisitions of the Gospel : some of these are thought 
by many to be unreasonable. How often is it said — &o 
man can love an enemy or forgive an injury. Those, 
who live under the dominion of the lower passions of 
human nature, are confident that such is the case. But 
let thsm witness the example of one who fulfils the 
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«iii6l0 hiw, end they will tlien see tlmt te We an 
mkemjot forgive an injerf, is, lyy no meaens, i»- 
poaaiUe; bat that husian ntttmre ie fully eapabie ef 
tbeae exalted and gedlike virtues. 

Afahkj example gives a living exeraplificatioB of 
leligioB ; here is the reason why it is so much better 
than precept. While the latter gives only an abstraet 
idea of rehgion, the former exhibits it in the life ; so 
that we see it feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 
visiting the sick and afiiicted, overcoming evil with 
good, rendering blessing for cursing, and love for 
hatred. Thus all, who set a ^ood example, present 
religion in its most engaging hght ; they give it per- 
sonality, and make it go about exhibiting its beauties 
and attractions before the world. 

Again, example is important, because all are cfea^ 
tares of iraitaUon; we see this pronenesa in bmnaa 
natare to imitate in the first unfoldiags of the humaa 
mind. The little child, which is incapable of having 
sentiments instilled into it, will catch the ideas and ceno 
form to the manners of those around it ; as it advances 
in life, its behavior and conversation take their cast 
from the company h keeps ; its mode of speech, tone 
of voice, and gait, will be copied from its superiors 
and instructors. This faculty of imitation lies at the 
foundation of much of the improvement of whidi w« 
are capable. Were it not for this we could neither leara 
to sing nor speak ; it is this that makes us, to such a 
great degree, the creatures of circumstances, and causes 
us to be so easily moulded into the image of those by 
whom we are surrounded. How necessary, then, thai 
•very Christian should let his example shine, and seek, 
by Us captivattng and controlling power, to draw peopl« 
into the paths of virtue, and render them true disciplea 
of the Savior. 

By the foregoing remarks, we see how a good exr 
ample will lead others to glorify God. Let each one^ 
therefore, carefully watch his actions. Let all parents 
take heed to their daily walk, and set an exampis 
vfMh &risT chil^^en ean imitate with safety, toi 



them teach Teligkni hy their conduct ; and shew, by m 
ttniform life of piety, how sincerely they lore and ooi^ 
dially they reverence that God, who is the ^ardiaii 
and ffuide of all men. Let the elder diildren of every 
femily remember, that they can exert over each other, 
and over their younger brothers and sisters, that good 
influence which shall guard them from sin, and render 
them obedient. Finally, let us all study to be examples 
to one another. 

PRAYER 

'^ Almighty and most merciful Father, we have 
erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts. We have often offend- 
ed against thy laws. Our conversation has not 
always become the Gospel of Christ, and our lives 
have been marked by lightness, folly and sin. 
Though thy goodness is uniform, and thy char- 
acter infinitely perfect and excellent, we have ndt 
been thy faithful followers, but have yielded to 
the corrupting examples of the wicked. Though 
thou didst send thy well beloved Son to purify 
our hearts, and teach us the way of life and duty ; 
and though he was holy, harmless, and undefiled, 
and gave us a perfect example for our imitation, 
we have disregarded him, and followed in the 
footsteps of the ungodly. We acknowledge, O 
God, that by our improprieties, follies and sins, 
we have corrupted the ways of our associates ; 
we have led them far from thee, and been the 
means of increasing their love of evil, and their 
opposition to thy law. We lament, O Lord, our 
unholy examples, and pray that we may no longer 
be instrumental in estranging hearts from thee. 
Grant, indulgent Parent, that we may be watchfidv 
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ind take heed to all our ways. May we deal 
Juatlj^, walk circumspectly, and be an example to 
all with whom we may mingle. May we pattern 
after our Lord ; live in the exercise of his spirit, 
and like him be meek, humble, forgiving and 
kind. When reviled may we revile not again ; 
when wronged may we be forbearing; when 
called to suffer may we be patient and resigned. 
May our light so shine, that others, seeing our 
good works, will be led to glorify their Father 
who is in heaven. May we adorn the doctrine 
we profess, by a well ordered life and a godly 
conversation ; and may we ever walk worthy the 
good profession we have made. Save us, God, 
from all improprieties in word and action, and 
may our example always be such as to commend 
to all men the religion of Jesus. 

Smile upon the children before thee ; and may 
they never be corrupted by the examples of the 
irreligious or false professors. 

Almighty Father, may we ever look to thee, 
realize thy excellences, and be changed from 
glory to glory by thy image ; and thine shall be 
ail the praise. Amen. 



THE ADVANTAGES OF PRAYER. 

Reflections adapted to Eph. vi. Ps. Ixii. Dan. ix. 
-^Accor3kig to the Scriptures, prayer is attended with 
the most signal benefits. God is said to hear and 
answer prayer; to be plenteous in mercy to all that 
eall upon him ; to be nigh to all them that call upon him, 
and to be more ready to^ answer the prayers of man, 
than parents to comply wHb. the requests <^. their chil- 
4leo. Wotwithntanding these eacpraw dedazalioiiSt 
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itiwy we ^iwly saying wkh aAcieot UDb^lieT^iSy '< "WIm^ 
i« the Almiehty that we should serve him ? and whafc 
profit should we have , if we pray unto him V* * * God , ' ' 
say those who consider prayer useless, ** Ib infinitely 
vise and good, and can neither be instructed nor made 
more kindly disposed by our prayers.'* This, we 
admit ; and it is not to enlighten God, or render hin» 
friendly, that we pray. Neither do we pray in order 
to change tlie Divine purposes. God's purposes arov 
all good, and were formed for the happiness of the 
worM ; and if they were to be changed, it would be aa 
infinite evil to man. But while we do not think that 

Erayer changes God or his purposes, we believe that 
e does hear and answer prayer. Man is a moral 
agent, a subject of rewards and punishmento; and it m 
BO more incompatible with God's wisdom and good** 
nesB, to say that he will confer blessings in anawer to 
prayer, than that he will confer them ba a reward fbc 
other acts of obedience. That he protects the righte- 
ous; that they have a safety, not enjoyed by the 
wicked, and that blessings are conferred upon the 
former which are withheld from the latter, are facts 
established by our daily experience and observation. 
We know that such is the case, with the same eei^ 
tainty lliat we know we exist ; and instead of being 
an argument against the wisdom and goodness of God. 
the facts show him to be both wise and good. It is of 
no avail to say, ** God's wisdom and goodness will 
lead him to bestow whatever is fit for us without pray- 
ing ; and if anything be not fit for us, we cannot obtain 
it by nraying ;" for, as Dr. Paley says, " It may be 
agreeable to perfect wisdom to grant that to our prayers, 
which it would not have been agreeable to the same 
wisdom to have given us without praying for." This 
is equally as self-evident, as that it is agreeiJi)le to God 
to bestow blessings upon the virtuous which are with- 
held from the wicked. Love, wisdom and goodness 
em justly reward virtue, and punish sin. 

Perhaps it will be said, ** God knows ail thingn^ 
nd bie oownaela are all fixed, and notliisg ve can 4^ 



^Mn |itMii06 kh)^ chsdk^^ in huniaii diikniB, iJibctife kh] 
gM>4, or avwt wiy evil? ' Though ^e may fetoploy ih( 
Mnguiffe in q[>pomti(m to ptuyer, no mafi belie>i^ h, ot 
will takse it ae his basis of action. No metaphysical 
reasoning, however subtle, can make us feel that virtue 
cannot procure good, and sin will not involve in evil, or 
that we are machines, and can have no influence in 
changing our condition. But there is just the sam^ 
dUB^ulty in iBaying, that God can reward virtue atid 
poaidi tice, that there is in saying he can answer 
prayer. One eonflicts with th« idea lliat all tilings atH 
HBakentbly fixed just as mudi as the other, imd no 
more. It would be equally as reasonable to say, ell 
things are fixed, and it is immaterial >irhether we eat 
and drink and till the earth, as to say, it is immaterial 
Whether we pray. 

In these remarks, no attem))t is made to recbneile 
iMiaiMi agency with the t)erfect knowledge ahd goVem^ 
iseiit of God. It 18 enough to kno#, that though 
Qod'« knowledge and government are perfect, he tfcvt 
does right will be blessed, while he that does wron^ 
will be cursed. God, then, oanj consistently with hts 
perfections y bestow mercies in answer to prayer. " Ask« 
and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
kn^k, and it sh^l be opened unto you : for every on6 
tel aeketh, receiveth ; and he that seeketh, findeth ; 
md to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.'* Nei 
only is prayer thus answered, when the blessings w* 
ai^ are compatible with God's wiU, but it makes us 
watchful, causes us to walk circumspecUy, resist tem^ 
tatioB, and. demean ourselves in a manner that becomes 
children of God. What inducements to pray ! God 
^1 hear us, and we l^hall be made wiser and better ! 

PRAVER. 

O Tnotr that hearest pfayer, unto thee do we 

lift up OUT souls, and before thee would we spread 

our wants. Thou hast assured us, that if we 

atek; W6 shidl find, and that if we knock, the 

s 
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door of mercy shall be opened. Thou haat do- 
claredi that while thou art far from the wicked* 
thou art near the humble and contrite, and wilt 
grant them all needed favors. And, O Lord, 
often have we experienced the fulfilment of these 
gracious promises. In the morning and evening, 
when we have offered our petitions to thee, thou 
hast granted answers of love, given a new eleva- 
tion to our affections, a new ardor to our zeal, a 
new strength to our resolutions* When we have 
waited upon thee in thy house, thou hast opened 
the windows of heaven, and filled our souls with 
good. 

Thanks be to thy great name, that thou hast 
established a throne of grace, and permitted us to 
know the blessings of prayer ; to realize that it 
is our surest defence when tempted ; our highest 
privilege when afflicted, and the medium through 
which thou dost bestow thy richest gifls. 

We bless thee, Lord, for every opportunity 
of calling upon thy name ; for every increase ot 
spiritual light and strength; for every victory 
over the enemies of our souls. We adore thee 
for the wonderful instances of thy forbearance 
toward us, and that, though we have often neg^ 
lected our duty and slighted our privileges, thou 
hast been continually blessing us, and hast pre- 
served us through the watches of the night, 
guarded us from the dangers of the day, and ena- 
bled us to feel the motions of thy good Spirit, 
inciting us to duty. Lord, make us more 
watchful and more prayerful, and grant that we 
may never forget thee, or forsake the altar of 
devotion. 

May our children love to wait upon the Lori^ 
and duly apprecuUe aU the means of grace. 
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And when, God, we have done with earthi 
admit us to thyself, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SECRET PRAYER. 

Reflections adapted to Ps. Ixxxvi. Ps. Ixiii. Ps. 
exxx. — Secret prayer has been practised, by the saints, 
in all ages of the church. The patriarchs attended to 
this duty with great fidelity ; so did the prophets, from 
Samuel down to Malachi. Daniel, on the peril of his 
life, prayed to the God of Jacob. 

In the New Testament, it is enjoined by the com- 
mand of Christ: ** When thou prayest, enter into thy 
closet ; and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy Father, which 
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly." " The 
Jewish houses contained an upper apartment for retire* 
ment, a kind of private chapel;" it is called in one 
place the '* secret chamber." To this chapel the 
people were to repair, and offer up their private devo- 
tions ; and not, like the Pharisees, perform them in pub- 
lic places. 

The advantages of such devotion are very great. 
When alone, the mind is not distracted, and there is 
nothing to withdraw it from the object of our adoration. 
We do not seek to express ourselves in words accept- 
able to others, or to guard against confessions, with 
which the world has no concern; but, devoting our 
whole minds to God, we give an unstudied utterance to 
our feelings, and seek for that entire renovation of 
heart and character, required by him who was free 
from sin. Retirement, then, is peculiarly valuable for 
prayer. 

Again ; it is valuable because every one has wants 
peculiar to himself. In many respects, all are alike ; 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of Grod ; 
sJ] must look to Jesus for salvation ; all must be guided , 
by the Divine law ; aU must trust in the arm of meicyy 
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or liTe mid die without the oofafoKto, of hsif^ YfbBm 
m iheee, and numerou9 other respects, all are allk,Qj,i|^ 
othcss, eaeh has wants that are peculiar. Itn secret 
devotion we can suit our exercises to these wants. 

Again ; it is valuable, because our trials are various 
There are triads, it is true, common to all ; all are tried 
with sickness, miafortuQe, the unkindness of friends^ 
and the ]os^ of those we love. But it is seldom, tbal 
many pei;sonp congregate together whose triads ara ^ 
the same. As, therefore, each one wishq^ to spresid 
his trials before God, that he may be guided right, wA 
that they may be rendered ministers of m^rcy ; h^ 
should go to Grod alone, and suit his devotions, to h^ 
peculiar condition. Prayers, adapted to those ];ejoicmg 
m the midst of plenty and prosperity, wouid bet whoUlj; 
ua^uited to those who are poor a^d discouraged. 

pray, then, to God in secret; h^vQ e^tated sea^ojod 
fox secret devotion ; let your last thoughts, 9.\. Bi^btn 
be given to Him, and your first in the morning. IJT tjj^ 
Master prayed in secret ; if whole nights were spent by 
hka iu prayer ; if by private devotion he was ens^bl^ 
to bear all his tris^s and resist all his temptations, pri* 
Tsite prayer must be indispensable to our fidelity, quc 
constant growth in grace, and in a knowledge of thot 
truth. Let us follow our Master in all thtDgs« When 
tempted by the snares of the worid, or -oppressed witl^ 
grief, or weary with care, or betrayed by friends, lei 
us retire to our closets, and God will send i^gels tpf 
nunister to our souls. What a privilege i» {{rayer to. 
tiie siek and afflicted ! what a blessing to the tempted ! 

O Thou, to whpm the secrets of all' hearts anh 
known, we acknowledge thine omnipresoiicew 
Thou art lyith thy children wkezeTer they bow^ at 
the footstool of thy throne, whether m the sane*' 
taary of holiness, the chamber of sickness, or the 
doeet (^ devotpn, Frqm whatever phipe qm; 
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eaamest petitions arise, they come up befbre thee, 
an accej)table offering. Ood, make our hearts 
pure ; give ua the spirit of prayer, and may we 
detight to hold communion with thee. 

lliou hast encouragfed us to pray, and given 
the blessed assurance mat thou wilt reward openly 
the prayers offered in secret. Gracious Father ! 
may we retire often from the cares and perplexi- 
ties of the world, and seek for that strength which 
will enable us to resist temptation, to endure 
trials, and persevere in the way of holiness. May 
we remember that we are constantly surrounded 
by evil influences; that the examples of the 
wicked, the maxims of sin, and the pleasures of 
life are daily effiu:ing our religious impressions 
and weakemng our good resolutions. May we 
remember, also, that the pride and envy of the 
heart are hourly estranging us from thee, and 
leading us to forget thee, and our obligations to 
love and serve thee. 

O thou ever-present Father! May we be 
watchful and prayerful, and by communion with 
thee be enabled to resist all temptation and hold 
fast our integrity, however assailed and tried. 

Give to all men the spirit of prayer. May 
they have such a view of dieir weaJmess and de- 
pendence, as to be deeply impressed with a sense 
of the necessity of thy aid. May they ask thee 
to enlighten their minds, to direct their steps, to 
sanctify their hearts, and help them rightly to im- 
prove all the means of grace. O draw them, 
most gracious Father, by the attractions of thy 
love, and make every season of prayer sacred and 
precious. 

Holy Father! Be with xa this day; may we 
3* 
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x^duatipg upou tfc^y character. «»4 g0if«riM»«iik 
^4 in. listening to thy wor(L 

b ^^ the children ofthUfamilycknmif'thfiVflf^l^ 
nf^ of Vfoiting. upon thee* 

tjear uaandf ar^wer us in th^ nsHine of thy. SbQiji 
m\d tQ thee sball.be giyenall the prai^o. 4li^^» 



THP WAY TO KEEP OURSEI.YES IN. Tifl?, 
LOVE OF OOP. 

Reflections adapted to 1 John- iii^ 1^ John iv. ^ 
John. — 3t. Jwleexhoxtsd thoao- to wliom he w^wte, t»* 
kf^p tbem8elve9 in the love ojT Go4(^ Hta eEhortar. 
tioo implies that they had been coaveitod, ^a t|i9%; 
the. love of God had been shed abiioacl ia theii; hean^ 
I^ implies, also, that means are requisite, to re|ain i^ 
virtue which the soul has obtained ; and that, unless j 
these means are used, we are liable to fkll ba^k again 
into the world. It is in Christian attainments -as in all 
others; exertions are zeqmsite to keep whatvwe have 
gaiA^4/ -^ Bcholajr oaonot l^ep his knojwledgeiiraliioat' 
rejection and stndy. An artist fmw>t retsiiK his-. skiU 
without practice. We find the. same law in the natural 
worlds The stately tree will cease its ^owth and die, 
if the. rich soil, in whiph it stands, is removed. Wa 
must labor, therefore, to keep ourselves in the love of 
Qod, or our hearts will become odd and lifhless, how- 
ever greatly they may now be eariehed byi the Spirit* 
of the Lord. 

But how can we keep ourselves in the love of^Godf 
The apostle has answered this question: '*He thstf 
loveth not, knoweth not God, for God is love." " Be- 
loved, let us love one another ; for love is of God ; and 
every one that loveth, is bom of God, and knoweth 
God." Thus, if we keep ourselves in a knowledge, of 
G«di^ yim sh^Jl. he^ ouoelvesin his love; for a» om 



him, with, all the sou}. If ^«e^ wioulid keep a< fire biunr. 
iivgy. we n>vM9t supply it with. fuel ;. sp., if ¥?e would keeip- 
the fire of love alive and bright on the altiur of the 
heart, we inii$t continue fiimiliaix with that love whiefa 
is impartial, i&eKhaustible and- uncfaajigeabie. 

Again ; if we wonld: keep ours8b«s in the lore of 
God, w&paofiit.Tise, withifidelhy, all the* means of grace; 
There is the same connection between these means and^ 
a Christiao life, that there is between the growth of grain 
and the means by: which that growth is effibcted. If a 
Christian, be he young or old, neglects reading the 
Bible, prayer, medNftation and the house of worship, 
he will lose his religion. This is as certain as that he 
would die if deprived* of fbedi Oiir lamps must be 
daily tnmraed^ or they -mH' cease- to burn. It does 
not suflkserthat we have been attwtiye to i^^ion ; we 
must continue attentivoi If we, would reap every 
autumn, we mjiat sow. in every spring-time ; so, if we 
would mak^ every year a harvest of peace and joy, 
every year must find us attentive to the means of 
grace. 

Again; if wo would keep^ ourselves in the love of 
€kHl, we mast keep* evil nom our^ hearts; love- and 
hatred cwinot exist together. No man can serve two 
mastepvv He that says he loves God and hate» hia 
brother is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

PRAYER. 

€k>i>*of'i]ifihit)e mercy, the Father of all light 
and Fountain of all good ; devoutly do we blees 
thy great name, that we have been inatructed 
by thy truth, have tasted of the heavenly gift, been 
made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and felt the 
redeeming" power of thy word. Great, O God, 
has been our peace, and sw^et our communion 
witfe ^ee^' with each other, and with thy saints. 
Thoa hast refreshed our souis^with thy Sprit; 
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thou hast led tts in paths of safety and peace; 
when tempted, thou hast been our succor ; when 
faint and weary, our support ; when afflicted, our 
hope. Thou hast appeared in glory to our hearts ; 
regarded our prayers, and, we trust, forgiven pur 
sins. Lord, thou hast been very merciful and 
^acious, and pitied us as a father pitieth his chil- 
dren. 

And we ask a continuance of thy mercy and 
care. Keep us, O keep us in thy love. May 
our hearts never again be brought in Subjection 
to the world ; but may we daily press forward 
to higher attainments in knowledge and virtue. • 
Enable us to run with patience the race set before 
us, fight manfully the good fight of faith, and to 
live in a constant nearness to thee. 

And, O Father, may we never be among those 
who shall despise the means of grace ; but may 
we pray without ceasing; read thy word, and 
meditate upon its instructions. May a sense of 
thy fifoodness ever pervade our hearts ; the ex- 
ample of thy Son be constantly before us, and our 
eye be fixed upon him. May we ponder the path 
of our feet, press forward in the way of duty, and 
when the voice of sinful pleasure calls, may 
our ear be closed, and our minds turned to thee. 

Be with these children; and grant that they 
may never fall from the state to which they have 
been elevated; but may they persevere in the path 
of holiness. 

Gracious Father, grant that all thy dealings 
may be sanctified to our good, and tend to in* 
crease our faith, hope and love. 

Finally, save all from sin and death, through 
Jesus Glmst. Amen. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF SEAECHIN(3 THK 
BIBLE. 

RBFLXOTiOMe adapted to John r. $1—- 47. Rom. i 
Philip, iii. — ^In order to see the importance of seareh- 
mg the BiUe, it is only necessary to consider the con- 
dt&QD of those who ha^e never been instnicted by its 
wisdom : they ave wi^nt God, and wkfa^jiut hope. 
Look at Greece, — ^with all its knowledge of the arts and 
SNffinoes, k had no definite and salisfiietory views of 
God. Therefore, Paul said, in refereoee lo Greek 

5hilosophy, that the world by wisdom knew not God ! 
'he Greelos themselTee were fully sen^ble of this. 
Cresos once asked a distinguished philosopher what 
God was. The philosopher required one day to con- 
sider the matter before he gave an answer. Atd^ 
end of tfast day, he required another ; and so eft Ibr a 
goeaft length of time, til( at last the philosophy replied^, 
'^ It ia a queetioB' in which my insiifficient reascm is 
lost. Thft ofleiwr I ask myse^ whsit G^od^ i», tile mow 
incapable do I find mysell of answering. Nisw diffi- 
edbties arise e^ery moment, and my knowtedge di^ 
miaishes as my inquiries increase. ' ' Stiell> was llie testi- 
mony of Thales, the wisest philosopher of Greece— ft 
man who added the erudition of Egypt to the wisdom 
of Greece : he could- not tell what God is. But this 
imnqrtsAt information is clearly and fully givea Uk the 
B^l^j that, reveals distinctly the essevAfii, naitiaxeiit 
<ma/acter and goYemment of God. 

Again ; the Scriptures furnish the strongest induce^ 
meats to-Tirtae and dissuasires ftom vice ^ which caa 
operate on the soul. When wO' look abroad upon the 
wonldi Wio see tyranny oflen established, vide^ eii<^ 
thsoned, humility in confusi<m, virtues exposing man t«t 
contempt. History, there$)re, is £19:^ firon^ preseotiBgr 
all noeded motives to virtue. But when we. tun^ id 
X\ie Bible, we find that God is just and holy, and that 
he disp/Bnses punishment to all who offend against him.. 
Iv teadbes, that to his eye all hearts are open, ^d that 
be will reward and punish every man- aeeerding to 1^ 
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deeds. Thus we see^ that thoQgb vice may flonnrii, 
it cannot give security or happiness; for there is no 
escape from the consequences of wrong-doing ; justice 
will, sooner or later, overtake all who ofiend. What 
inducements are here to seek virtue, and shun ^ce. 

Again ; we must search the Scriptures, because they 
point out all the duties, which God has imposed upon 
us. They teach, with unerring distinctness, our duties 
as parents and children, husbands and wives, brothers 
and sisters, masters and servants, rulers and subjects. 
No man need go astray who has the Bible for his guide ; 
it is a lamp to his feet, and a lighi unto his path. 

Again ; we must search the Scriptures, because 
they reveal that rich inheritance which God has be- 
queathed to his children, and which he holds in reserve 
lor them. How full of comfort is the belief, that we 
have such an inheritance. It enables us to feel our- 
selves ricji, even when struggling with the evils of 
poverty ^ and, in the hour of sickness and death, it in- 
spires us with a hope which is as an anchor of the soul. 
All support, except what the Bible gives, forsakes us 
when we approach the gates of the grave. But the 
Bible never fails ; it lights our pathway to the tomb, 
and illumines even the valley of death. 

PRATER. 

Great and ever watch^l God ; we thank thee 
for that holy Book which thou hast given to be 
the guide and hope of man. We acknowledge 
the infinite value of its instructions ; that it un- 
folds all the excellences oif th^ character, makes 
known all our duties, and pomts the weary pil- 
grims of earth to that world where all Is life and 
peace. Grant that we may ever look upon it as 
a full and perfect revelation of thy will ; as an 
unerring counsellor ; and as the sun of the' moral 
world, which has risen in splendor upon the be- 
nighted nations. 
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O Loid, in»y we never be among those who 
fthall regard thy sacred Word with indifference, 
Uve in rebellion against its kws, or turn a dei^ 
ear to its solemn admonitions. May we search 
it daily, and seek to be enlightened by its wis- 
dom, sanctified by its spirit, and governed by its 
precepts. We acknowledge that it is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness, and is able to make us 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. It is 
suited, O Grod, to' the wants of all thy people^ and 
adapted to every situation in life; and we pray 
that we may study it attentively and prayerfully. 
May the poor realize, that in thy w^rd they have 
riches of infinite value, and that, though their 
days may be spent in poverty, they are going to a 
world, where, they vnll be abundantly satisfied 
wiUi the fatness of thy house, and drink of the 
river of thy pleasure. May the widow, who, with 
unavailing sorrow, mourns the departure of her 
faithful companion, listen to its teachings, and 
learn that the Almighty is her God and Judge, 
and that in him she should ever trust. May me 
orphan, who sighs for a guide and guardian, care- 
fully study its pages, and learn that blessings 
more valuable than immense legacies of wealtib, 
will be his portion, and that he should confide in 
thee as an mfinite' Friend. May the sinful, who 
are spending their days in folly, turn from their 
evil ways, and hearken to its testimonies. May 
it instruct all, guide all, and make all wise unto 
salvation. 

Gracious God ! we bless thee for the preserva- 
tion of thy Word ; that it has survived /all the 
changes of rising and falling empire, and been 
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Ib^ peYfect thitmgii vkissltudls itM wto, ^A is 
ihe same Book whkh the ijMittjn« n^ te^ W 
viihith tfeey were enabled tb eftdtitiB tliMx frito 
and suffetings. May it evet be out coftiptoii»ft 
and guide, and lead us in tbe vm.jn of duty. 

jifay ottr children studp this naetid B^ok^ 4md 
he made vnse and happp. 

When our pilgrinuige ob elurik it etid^> a3^ 
we shall no longer need the guidftftte df thy 
Word, admit us to the light of h<ef&teft> Iteaugh 
Jesus Christ* Amen. 



THE GREATKESS Of WD. 

RimctioNi adapted to PmHiA xtix. Pttha lietii 
Lniah zl.^The ukspoed wi^r^ uMd ditp «lioii|rwl 
terms they ^uld employ, when fsfmkjalf ef iht gveaifr- 
ness of God. They also brought to their aid that bold 
and sublime imagery by which they represented him a« 
making the wind, hail and tempests ministiBrs of his Will ; 
shakitig the earth to its centre ; bowing the hearfetis, 
and coming down ; having dai4tness fot his Mctet plSito, 
and fi» hi^ pavilion dark waters and Ihtek doadb of 
the slues. But, p^iaps, there is no way ia which we 
can obtain so dutiact and enlarged ito» of God'a 
greatness, as from the insmensity of his works# To 
this, freouent reference is made in the Bible. David 
says, *' Lord, thou art very great $ thou covetest thy- 
self vnth light as with a garment ; thou stretehest out 
the heavens like a curtain.'* He idso Sayis, ^^Greaft 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Altaiigity." 

But how great are the Divine works 1 AstrMtSHKBa 
inform us, that so vast is the distanee fikan ik» esslh to 
the sun, that a body, travelling with the greatest oo^ 
sible velocity, would be twenty-five years in reaching 
it. They say it would take seven hundred aiid Afty 
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dMmBttid years to xeach the nearest fixed star; and 
more than a hundred millions of years to reach the most 
distant. For aught that is known, countless other 
fixed stars lie as far heyond the most distant that have 
been discovered ! How vast, then, is the extent of the 
Creator's works ! 

But it is not enough to consider their extent; we 
most look, ako, at the innumerable worlds and sys- 
tems of worlds which God has created. By the naked 
eye more than a thousand fixed stars have been dis- 
covered ; but, by the aid of telescopes, an almost incon- 
ceivable number has been seen. Five thousand have 
been reckoned in one constellation. Each fixed star is 
a sun to enlighten other systems, the same as our sun 
enlightens the worlds which revolve around it. 

If these views are correct, how justly could the pro- 
phet say, '' Behold, the nations are as a drop of a 
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the bal- 
ance : behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little 
thing." What mind is not lost in wonder, in thus 
loolong from the boundless works of nature up to 
nature's Oodi How does the soul acquire strength 
and vigor as it soars from star to star, and surveys the 
immensity of creation ! 

What encouragement does ^is view of Deity afilbrd 
to those who are oppressed and wronged by the mighty 
of earth. It gave courage and hope to David when the 
church was surrounded by haughty enemies, and caused 
him to say, " God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in troable : therefore, will not we fear, 
though the earth be removed, and though the mountains 
theteof be carried into the midst of the sea." 

In the hour of sickness and expiring mortality, how 
comforting is it for the believer, to reflect, that the 
Lord is a great God; and that in his hands are the 
issues of life and death. To the wicked, who have 
slighted aU his counsels, and disregarded his laws, how 
fearful is the thought, that the Lord, who is great in 
power and terrible in judgment, will smite them in the 
fierceness of his displeasure, and make them feel thaft 
4 



they are accountable to the King of kings, for all thair 
thoughts, words and actions. 

PRAYER. 

We look up unto thee, infinite Jehovah, be- 
seeching thee to give us just conceptions of thy 
greatness. Thou, O Lord, art the God of hosts ! 
The earth' is thine, and the fulness thereof, the 
world, and they that dwell therein. Thou hast 
founded it upon the seas ; thou hast established it 
upon the flood. All nations before thee are as 
nothing. Thou hast measured the waters in the 
hollow of thy hand, weighed the mountains in 
scales, and the hills in Imlances. None, O God, 
can be compared unto thee. Thou art greatly to 
be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to 
be had in reverence by all nations. But, Lord, 
thou art good, and in thy name do we trust. 
Thou art our Glory and Strength, our Shield and 
Defence. Thy mercy is built up forever, and 
thy faithfulness established in the heavens. O 
God, thou wilt never leave nor forsake thy 
people; thou wilt be their support forever and 
ever. 

Merciful Father; arm our souls with true 
courage, and grant that we may never be over- 
whelmed with fear. When enemies assail us, 
and the rulers of the earth seek our destruction, 
may we realize that thou art the King of kings. 
When borne upon the billows of the raging sea, 
and the floods lift up their voice, may we remem- 
ber that the Lord on high is mightier than the 
noise of many waters. When clouds and dark- 
ness are round about us, and the heavens are 
clothed with terror, O enable us to feel that thou 
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canst make the clouds thy chariot, and ride upon 
the wings of the wind. In thee, O righteous 
Lord, may we ever hope. May we confide in 
thee at all times, and never distrust thy power, 
goodness, or wisdom. May the weak and de- 
fenceless trust in thee, and rejoice that the Lord 
reigneth. May the wronged and oppressed trust 
in thee, and feel that thou art their Protector and 
Hope. And, O God, when the wicked flourish, 
and thy truth is despised and trampled in the dust, 
may we not despair, or fear that God has forgot- 
ten to he gracious, and to execute judgment in the 
earth ; but may we remember that he seeth not 
as we see, and that nothing can resist his will or 
prevent the accomplishment of his plans. 

Bless us all witn a firm reliance upon thy aim 
of mercy. 

May these children stand in awe before thee^ 
and fear to violate thy law. 

And may we all submit cheerfully to thy ap- 
pointments, and trust in thee for protection and 
eternal salvation. Amen. 



GOD, THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. 

Reflections adapted to Gren. i. Ps. viii. Acts xvii. 
16 — 34. — ^The Scriptures declare that there is one Grod, 
who is the Maker of heaven and earth. **Know ye 
that the Lord he is God : it is he that hath made us, 
and not we ourselves." '* God made the world, and 
all things that are therein." ** In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth." Whenever, there- 
fore, we look upon the sun, moon, or stars ; upon the 
heaving ocean, the rolling river, the lofty mountain, or 
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the extended plain, we behold the works of Go4r 
plays of his wisdom and power. 

But the atheist denies the existence of God, and 
maintains that the creation of the world was the result 
of chance . Before his views can be reasonably adopted ^ 
however, it must be shown that all the productions of 
chance have a wise and perfect desijgn ; and are dis- 
tinguished for order, fitness and relation to a purpose* 
These are characteristics of all the works of nature. 
Was not the eye made for seeing, and the ear for hear- 
ing 1 Were not the mouth and teeth formed for the 
mastication of food? Were not the arms and hands 
designed to enable man to labor and provide for his 
wants ? Was not food furnished for the sustenance of 
the body ? Was not the sun created to give us light 
sad oause the growth of grass and grain? Are not 
rains and dews sent to moisten and fertilize the earth? 
Thus, we see, everything has its use. Not only so, — 
there is an inseparable connexion between the various 
parts of God's works. Did the atmosphere contain 
more nitro^n and less hydrogen than it does, we 
could not hve on the earth. Were not the digestive 
organs so constructed as to change food into blood, we 
should derive no nutriment from what we eat ; and, 
then, notwithstanding the abundance by which we are 
surrounded, we should die of hunger. Were not the 
various organs of the body so constructed as to be sub- 
jected to the control of the wiU, they would not be of 
the least possible service. What a perfect subserviency 
to use, then, do we see in all things! Everything 
bears the mark of design. 

Now, if chance created the world and all things 
therein, it is reasonable to suppose that its works, at 
the present day, should, in order, value and design, 
occasionally bear some resemblance to nature. But is 
it so ? Do we see it giving existence to a hand, a foot, 
an eye, or a man? Has it ever constructed a watch, a 
carriage, or a dwelling ? Can a book, a garment, or 
any piece of mechanism be found, which it has made? 
If not, how can we ask any one to believe that chanoa 
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made this fair and beautiful world ? We should think 
the man void of reason, who should declare that a clock 
had no maker, or a palace no builder. But no me- 
ehanical structure bears any resemblance, in wisdom of 
design, to the works of God. We mast own, there- 
fore, that there is a God, and he is the Maker of all 
things ; for chance produces nothing which bears a 
sinele mark of design. 

it was the evidence of the divine existence, furnished 
by nature, that led the apostle to say, the heathen 
were without excuse. Should not we also be without 
excuse, were we to embrace Atheism? Atheism! 
Who can embrace a system, which will compel him to 
say that blind matter has produced countless worlds 
and systems of worlds, characterized by perfect har- 
mony, connection and order in their several parts, 
and when, for nearly six thousand years, it has never 
been known to give existence to a single being ? 

" There is a God, all nature speaks, 
Through earth, and air, and seas, and skies : 
See, from the clouds his glory breaks, 
When the first beams of morning rise.'' 

PRAYER. 

THOU, who art the Creator of the universe and 
the God of salvation, we appear before the throne 
of grace, to present our morning sacrifice in the 
name of Jesus. God, the Father, we adore thee 
in thy creating power. Thou hast founded the 
earth upon the seas, and the heavens are the work 
of thy fingers ; all things were made by thee, and 
without Siee was not anything made that was 
made. 

Great God, we praise thee for creating us in- 
telligent and moral beings ; for giving us a place 
among thy rational creatures, and that our souls 
are impressed with immortality. 
4» 
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Lord, open our eyes to admire thy glorioqs ciea- 
don. When we look upon thy works, may ouj 
wondering souls exclaim, " O Lord, 1m>w excellent 
is thy name in all the earth." And when we lift 
up our eyes to heaven, may we he filled with 
gratitude for thy care and mindfulness. 

Praise to our God, that there is a second crea- 
tion, more glorious than the first. 0, we adore 
that wisdom which contrived the plan of salva- 
tion, hy which our fallen race wiU he created 
anew in Christ Jesus. We would rejoice that 
thy gloiy is displayed in the first creaticm ; hut 
we would greatly rejoice that all thine attributes 
are far more wondrouslydisplayed in redemption, 
the second creation. We thank thee that the 
tidings of mercy have reached our ears, and that 
from our earliest days we have listened to their 
jojrful sound. We thank thee for thy provi- 
dential care during the past week, and that we 
are now surrounding the domestic altar in comfort 
and peace. We thank thee for continuing to us 
the invaluable blessings of peace, health and rea- 
son. O teach us to pitv those from whom these 
blessings have been withdrawn. We thank thee 
for the Bible, the means of grace, the mercy-seat, 
the hopes of heaven, and the ministry of thy Son. 
what can we render to the Lord for such un- 
deserved favors ? 

Lord, we supplicate thy salvation. While we 
pray for temporal mercies, we would earnestly 
plead for spiritual blessings. Make every mem- 
ber of this family the subject of a new creation. 
give us the unperishable honor of being the 
spiritual workmanship of our God. 
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Make these children new creahires ! O bestow 
upon them the loveliness of grace. 

We are entering on another week ; prepare us 
for its duties, its comforts and crosses. This day 
may we walk with thee. Hear us, O God, in the 
name of thy Son. Amen. 



THE MERCY OF GOD. 

Reflections adapted to Ps. cxxxvi. Ps. evii. Pa. 
czviii. Rom. xi. — ^The mercy of God is a subject on 
which all Christians delight to dwell. It is their joy 
in life ; the fayorite theme of their meditation in health 
and sickness, and the foundation on which they build 
their hopes of heaven. Take away mercy, and no star 
of faith shines upon their pathway, or hghts up with 
joy the chamber of the dying. It is natural, therefore, 
that all should feel an aWrbing desire to be made 
acquainted with the properties of mercy. And such is 
the desire of all. They are constantly asking. Is mercy 
impartial, eternal and free 1 It gives us unspeakable 
pleasure to say, these questions can be answered to the 
entire satisfaction of the world. 

1. Nature shows that mercy Lb impartial. The sun 
warms alike the fields of the high and low, rich and 
poor; and gilds with equal splendor and beauty the 
cottage and the palace. The rain refreshes the land 
of the believer and unbeliever, and causes all nature to 
smile in loveliness and glory. The bounties of the 
world are open to all men ; all share its ^low by day, 
and its smile by night ; all inhale its invigorating air, 
and are fanned by its gentle zephyrs. " We cannot go 
where universal love smiles not around." 

2. If we open the volume of inspiration, proof crowds 
upon ^roof, to estabUsh the impartiality of mercy. Its 
invitalions are unto all men. Its provisions of grace 
are for all ; and it declares, not only that Jesus died for 
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all, bnt that God's tender mercies are over all his 
works. 

The evidence of the eternity of mercy is equally clear 
and satisfactory; for this sublime truth is repeated 
again and again on every page of the Bible. The in- 
spired writers dwelt upon it with an ever-increasing 
delight. It is declared twenty-six times in one short 
Psalm. It is said to be built up forever ; to be from 
everlasting to everlasting. As certain, then, as God 
was merciful before the mountains and hills were 
brought forth, so certain will he be merciful when the 
heavens shall have waxed old as doth a garment, and 
been folded up as a vesture. How full of comfort is 
this truth ! No property of mercy is more endearing 
than its eternity, for it shows that though all things 
earthly fail, mercy, on which our destiny hangs, re- 
mains everlastingly the same. 

Mercy is not only impartial and eternal, but perfectly 
free — free as the air we breathe and the water we 
drink. All its riches are oflfered without money and 
without price. Indeed, Grod is said to dpli^ht in mercy ; 
to be very pitiful and of tender mercy ; nch and abun- 
dant in mercy ; slow to anger and plenteous in mercy. 
Christian ! be not faithless ; tremble not with a slavish 
fear before God ; for his mercies fail not. Love him 
with a full heart ; for he is constantly smiling upon 
you, and showering down his favors. Be not sullen 
and ungrateful ; but let the greatness of his mercy melt 
your stony hearts, and cause the incense of gratitude to 
ascend constantly to his throne. In the day of trial 
and darkness call upon him ; for his ear is ever open 
to the petitions of his children. 

PRAYER. 

Lord, thou hast ever been our Refuge and 
Hope. Upon thy mercy-seat, in the heavens, 
thou waitest to be gracious ; and we, thy sinful 
creatures, are permitted to approach thee in the 
name of thy Son. Indulgent Father ! great is 



PBATSB. 45 

thy mercy. Thy tender mercies are over all the 
works of thy hands. Thy mercy is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting. Thou hast concluded all in 
unbelief, that thou mightest have mercy upon all. 

Most devoutly do we thank thee for the rich 
manifestations mou hast made of thy mercy. 
When the world was lost in sin, thou, in infinite 
mercy, didst send thine ovm Son to die for our 
redemption. O righteous Lord, make us duly 
grateful for this unspeakable gift ; and may this 
display of thy grace soften our hearts, and kindle 
wiuiin them a flame of love. We rejoice that 
Jesus is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever ; 
that he will eternally remain the friend of those 
for whom he died, and raise them at last to all 
thejoys of heaven. 

We adore thee. Father of mercies, for having 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to &y own purpose and 
grace, in Christ Jesus. O for a song of praise ! 
for a psalm of everlasting thanksgiving unto thee, 
the God of our salvation. 

Teach us. Parent of love, to live day by day in 
humble dependence on thy pomises, in cheerful 
obedience to thy laws, and in a sure and certain 
hope of a blessed immortality. Keep us, we be- 
seech thee, with thy perpetual mercy ; guard us 
from falling into sin, and lead us to all things 
profitable to our salvation. From all our enemies, 
temporal and spiritual, O Lord, in mercy defend 
us. In all times of trouble, good , Lord, deliver 
us. Enable us to make a wise improvement of 
all the opportunities we enjoy ; and when we re- 
pair to thy temple, may we listen to the words of 
life with attention and candor. 
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O, have mercy upon our children^ and may they 
Tiever be among those who shall be entangled by 
the snares of sin, and spend their days in sov' 
row. 

Graciously hear our prayers ; forgive our sins, 
and save us through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Reflections adapted to Ps. Ixxiii. Prov. iii. Prov. 
ix. — ^AU men are in the pursuit of happiness. This is 
their being's end and aim. But in this pursuit, they 
fall into many mistakes, in consequence of the erroneous 
rules by which they judge of happiness. Some con- 
found it with prosperity. But every prosperous man ia 
not happy ; neither is every one who suflfers misfortune 
unhappy. A man may lose his property, be torn 
from lus fiiends, deprived of his health, cut off from a 
lucrative employment, and still be happy ; for there 
may yet remain a thousand channels by which peace 
flows into his soul. Besides, the wounds made by ad- 
versity will heal ; the heart, crushed by sorrow, will 
rise through the power of hope. The soul in affliction 
has been likened to the tree which bends to the earth 
in storm and tempest, but rises again when the winds 
are over, and the sun shines in its wonted splendor and 
beauty. 

Others suppose that happiness is to be found only in 
gay and dazding scenes ; in the splendor of fashion, 
the pomp of greatness, and the pleasures of the dance ; 
and they look upon all as wretched who are deprived 
of these enjoyments. What an error ! How often are 
the gay, and fashionable, and great, among the most 
miserable of earth. In the quiet of the domestic dircle» 
in the sjrmpathy of friends, and in the performance of 
kind offices, there is a happiness unknown to the meia 
lovers of gaiety and fashion. 
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. Others, in judging of happiness, forget that man has 
a religious nature, through which streams of joy may 
be constantly flowing into his heart. Thus, he may 
have within wells of living water perpetually springing 
up into life everlasting. Happiness, derived from this 
source, does not depend upon outward circumstances. 
Though a captive in a strange land, confined in a 
dungeon, cut ofif from all society, he can be happy ; 
happier than many a king on his throne, living in the 
enjoyment of the richest luxuries of earth. He may 
hold communion with his Maker, and meditate upon his 
boundless grace and mercy ; and in the varied em- 
ployments of his mind, and the raptures of his heart, 
fdreet the circumstances in which he is placed. 

Happiness, then, is within the reach of all ; it is not 
a blessing confined to the rich or educated, the high or 
low, but may be the portion of those in every condition 
in life. Let no one, therefore, be discouraged, however 
dark and gloomy may be his temporal prospects. 
" Acquaint thyself with God, and be at peace ; and 
thereby good shall come unto thee." The young can 
be happy, while engaged in their duties and studies, 
if they are kind and affectionate, and seek to obey the 
laws given for their guidance. Those in the meridian 
of life can be happy, even though they toil hard and 
struggle with poverty, if they are guided by correct 
principles, and sustained by the cheering power of 
hope. The aged can be happy, though poor and sick 
and feeble, if they live under the sanctifying influence 
of grace, and lean upon the promises of infinite love. 
All may be happy, if they will love God and keep his 
commandments. 

PRAYER. 

OuE Father who art in heaven ; we thank thee 
that on the morning of this hallowed day, we are 
permitted to approach thy throne of grace. Enable 
us to come before thee jirith a right spirit, and in 
the full assurance of faith. God of our salvation, 
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thou art good and merciful to all men ; the Girer 
of every gift we enjoy. Thou art the source of 
all true happiness, and it is to thy rich grace we 
are indebted for all the privileges and enjoyments 
of earth. In great love didst thou create us ; and 
in great love didst thou arrange everything for 
our happiness. We rejoice that thou hast made 
us capable of loving thee with all the soul, and 
our neighbor as we love ourselves. Thanks be 
unto thee, O God, that the pleasures of friendship 
are ours ; that we have social natures, and can 
rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with 
those who weep. The earth is full of thy riches. 
The heavens declare thy glory, and the firmament 
showeth forth thy handy works. Thy law is 
perfect, converting the soul ; thy testimony sure, 
making wise the simple ; thy statutes right, re- 
joicing the heart ; thy judgments true and righte- 
ous. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold, and in keeping them there 
is ^eat reward. 

God of infinite mercy, we give thee our most 
hearty thanks that thou hast opened to us so 
many sources of happiness ; and that though poor, 
we may be rich in faith and love ; though sick, we 
may be sustained by faith and hope; though 
strangers on the earth, we may be companions of 
the meek and lowly Jesus. 

O God, may we never forsake thee, the foun- 
tain of living waters, and hew to ourselves broken 
cisterns that can hold no water. Forbid that we 
should be deceived by the vanities of earth, or led 
to believe that we can find happiness in folly. 
Enable us to see that the way of sin is death, and 
that the wicked are in the gall of bitterness and 
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bond of iniquity. Guide us, indulgent Father, 
that we may be directed in the paths of peace j 
feed us witli the bread of heaven, that we may 
have everlasting life ; give us the waters of sal* 
ration, that we may thirst no more ; inspire us 
with hope, that we may have comfort in the day 
of trial, and be sustained in the hour of death. 

Preserve our children from the deceptions of 
earthy and may they never fail into its snares, or 
he so deceived as to suppose that happi7iess is found 
in the ways of sin. 

O God, give us the dews of thy grace, and 
satisfy us with thy mercy ; and unto thee shall 
be given all the praise. Amen. 



THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 

Reflections adapted to 1 Peter ii. Heb. v. Philip, 
ii. — ^The Lord Jesus is styled in the Scriptures, the 
light of the world. And this is true of him in two 
senses. He is the light of the world by the instructions 
he gave and the examples he set. His doctrines are 
vastly superior to all others ever taught. They are a 
perfect revelation of God, his plan of grace, and the 
destiny of mankind. Thus Jesus is the light of the 
world. But it is not enough to have a correct teacher. 
The Gospel must be exemplified practically, or man 
would not be able to understand, fully, its principles, or 
the virtues which it requires. Jesus, therefore, came, 
that he might exemplify in his Ufe the religion of God, 
and be an example to man in all things. His moral 
character was perfect ; he was the brightness of the 
Father's glory, and the express image of his person ; 
no sin stained his character ; no wrong tarnished 
his glory He returned love for hatred, kindness 
for cruelty, blessing for cursing. He loved his ene- 
5 
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inies, and was good to the evil and unthankful. He 
manifested no vindictive spirit; not an angry curse 
dropped from his lips. He prayed even for his mur- 
derers. How different was his course from that pursued 
hy man. How common are the denunciations of wrath ! 
How frequently is the brow clouded with anger ! How 
many go about defaming and wronging their neighbors ! 
But the Saviour performed no such acts. He con- 
demned these things, and told his followers to seek a 
redress of wrongs in a spirit of love and mercy. When 
reviled, he reviled not again ; when persecuted, he 
threatened not. 

Again ; Jesus went about doing good. He sought to 
be useful to the rich and poor, the learned and ignorant, 
the healthy and sick. What an example is here ! 
How many are the ways in which we can do good ! We 
can feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the afflicted, 
comfort the dejected, warn the careless, counsel the 

Soung, and reclaim the wandering. But, alas ! how 
ttle have we of the Master's spirit. 
Again ; Jesus was humble. Though he was the Son 
of God, and clothed with all power, and had at his con- 
trol all the elements of nature, he took the condition 
of the poorest and humblest ; he mingled with those 
despised by the rich, and oppressed by tyrants. What 
a lesson is here for the proud and haughty. How vain 
is the heart of man. He looks upon his wealth, and 
asks, ** Are not these the possessions which I control?" 
He passes the humble in cold scorn, and turns from 
the poor with haughty contempt! O, pride! how 
canst thou blind the mind of man ! He that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted ; and he that exalteth himself 
shall be abased. 

Blessed Jesus ! how pure is thy example ! Enable 
us to follow thee, and imitate thy character. 

When Jesus, our great Master, came 
To teach us in his Father's name ; 
In every act, in every thought, 
He lived the precepts which he taught. 
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PRAYER 

Almighty and most merciful God, we adore 
ihee as our Father, and the Father of our Lord 
tnd Saviour Jesus Christ. And most deyoutly 
do we bless thy name, that when we were lost in 
sin, and had strayed far from thee, thou didst send 
him to suffer and die, that we might be redeemed, 
and made heirs of light and glory. Thanks to 
thy name for his gracious condescension ; for his 
life of purity ; for his untiring love ; for his 
death of agony, and for his resurrection from the 
grave ! O holy Father, we bless thee, that for us 
he endured injuries and sufferings, the scourge 
and the cross ; and that though rich, for our sakes 
he became poor, that we, through his poverty, 
might become rich. God, may we receive him 
as our kind and gentle Master; as our Eang, 
Shepherd and Teacher; as our most ready and 
efiectual Helper ; as our Light, our Defence, and 
our Guide to heaven. May his unbounded mercy 
encourage us to trust in thee ; his great love, 
wherewith he loved us, when dead in sin, kindle 
a flame of love on the altar of our hearts ; his 
triumphant death and resurrection inspire our 
souls with a hope which looks beyond this fleet- 
ing earth to the glories of heaven ; his perfect 
example incite us to every good word and work. 
Infinite Father, give us, O give us the spirit of 
thy Son. May we be meek and humble and for- 
giving like him. May the same mind be in us 
which was in him. Give us his ardent love, his 
strong faith, his patience under wrongs, his wil- 
lingness to suffer for the promotion of truth. May 
his unexhausted light spring forth into our souls, 
and scatter their darkness, ^t the brightness o£ 
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thy love may shine within us. O enable ns to 
be like him in all his imitable perfections, and be 
his true and faithful followers. O let the gifts of 
his spirit warm and animate our sluggish hearts, 
that we may rise above the corruptions that hold 
us to earth, and mount upward in soul, be in«- 
flamed with thy divine fire, and bum with holy 
zeal for the manifestation of thy glory. Teach 
us to move under the guidance of his grace, and 
repose in assured hope under the shadow of his 
wings. May we consecrate ourselves entirely to 
his service, and be changed from glory to glory 
by his perfect character. 

O Father ^ fnay <mr beloved children he the fol- 
lowers of thy Son, ever admire his characteTf 
and seek to have his meek, loving and forgiving 
spirttm 

Smile, God, on all the meaiis of ^c^, and 
taiay the time soon come when all shaU acknow- 
ledge JesUs as their Master and Guide ; and unto 
thy name shall be given all the praise. Amen. 



THE EVIL OF SIN. 

AicFXECTioNS adapted to Rom. ill. Prov. i. Prbv. v. 
-^The Bible speaks of various kinds of sin. They 
may^ however, be divided into three classes, viz., sin* 
of the heart — sins of the tongue — sins of the body* 
Those of the heart are hatred, envy, jealousy, cruelty^ 
and revenge. Those of the tongue are lying, slander, 
swearing and filthy communication. Those of the 
body are sensual in their nature. 

The dreadful evil of sin may be seen by its efibcts 
upon the mind, heart, constitution, and society. 
How many among the most gifted of men, who miglx 
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haye shone in the senate, at the har, or in the pulpit ; 
who had talents eqaal to the highest stations of honor 
and influence, have heen destroyed by sin ! How many, 
who have filled these stations, have been degraded from 
their high eminences, and prostrated to the very earth 
by sin ! How many too, with hearts naturally kind 
and amiable, filled with the purest sentiments of 
humanity, have been so changed by sin, as to become 
heartless and vile ! Upon the body sin works the same 
fearful changes ; it paralyzes the vigorous, makes 
strong men the victims of disease, and hurries the 
young down to the grave of infamy ! Its effect upon 
society is equally as great. It renders neighbors de- 
ceitful, treacherous and unjust ; leads them to the com- 
mission of acts of violence and oppression ; involves 
them in contentions and litigations, and converts a 
peaceful town into a scene of perpetual strife and dis- 
order ! 

Thus sin is an evil greater than poverty ; for with 
poverty there may be happiness ; but with sin there is 
misery only. It is an evil greater than the loss of 
friends ; for to the mourner there is the consolation 
arising from the hope of a reunion in heaven. 

There is then no father or mother who would not 
say, '* Send upon my children poverty, sickness, and 
the calamities of life, rather than sin. Only let them 
be virtuous, let them love and serve God, and I can 
bow in submission to all other trials which they may 
be appointed to bear." How indescribably wretched 
must be those, called to see their children the degraded 
victims of sin. How bitter, too, is the portion of those 
wives, who, unprovided for by profligate husbands, 
are left, with their helpless of^pring, to perish with 
cold and hunger, or to go forth and beg of an unfeeling 
worid. And how wretched are all those in whose 
hearts rankle vile passions, and who are bound by 
those passions to the pursuit of all that is degrading 
and rumous. 

Look abroad upon the earth, and see the war and 
desolation caused by sin ! How many millions have 
6* 
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been slain by it ! How many portions of the eatth hetf 
it laid in nuns ! It has depopulated cities, destroyed 
nations, and brought down die indignation of a righte^ 
oas Grod, who, in the fierceness of his displeasure, has 
converted the elements of nature into engines of de^ 
struction ! 

Is it not, then, a fearful thing to transgress the laws 
of God ? What evil can be compared with the evil of 
sin t Go not, therefore, we beseech you, go not in the 
way of the wicked ; enter not into their paths* 

PRAYER. 

Eternal and holy Father, we desire as a 
family to fall prostrate at thy feet, in the name 
of Jesus Christ. We feel unworthy of thy favors ; 
for though thou hast been kind and gracious, and 
hast sent thy Son to teach us the way of life and 
salvation, we have been ungrateful to thee, and 
have disregarded thy laws. We lament, God, 
that we should so often have forgotten thee, com- 
plained of thy dealings, and indulged in evil. We 
have strengthened the holds of sin, extended its 
kingdom, and, by our unholy example, led others 
to despise thee. Parent of mercy, enable us to 
see the danger of living in sin, and setting at 
nought thy counsel. Open our eyes to see the 
true nature of ungodliness ; its power to darken 
our homes, destroy our peace, and make our days 
wretched. O may we forsake every evil way, 
and conform in all things to thy righteous law. 
Give us hearty repentance, an humble and con- 
trite spirit, and a firm purpose to follow thee. 
Thou art our King ; reign absolute in our hearts, 
subdue all rebellious passions, quench all the im- 
pure burnings of fleshly lusts, and kindle within 
us the bright flame of thy love. Thou asrt oo^ 



PRAYER. ftS 

Redeemer; expel from our souls the spirit of 
pride, and impart to us the treasure of my own 
wonderful condescension. Thou art our Saviour ; 
take from us the rage of anger, and arm us with 
the shield of patience. Thou art our Creator ; 
root out of us all rancor and malice, whereby our 
hearts are corrupted, and implant within us that 
sweetness of" temper which will render us living 
images of thy goodness. Thou art our indulgent 
Father ; O grant us a firm faith, a steadfast hope, 
and a never-failing charity. Thou art our Gov- 
ernor ; O turn us from vanity, pride, and sensu- 
ality. Preserve us from the venom of slander, 
from the thirst of covetousness, from the deceits 
of hypocrisy, from the poison of flattery, from the 
contempt of the poor and the oppression of the 
helpless ; from envy, avarice, and irreverence. 
Exterminate from our hearts all haughtiness and 
vain-glory ; all injustice, rashness, and obstinacy ; 
all impatience, blindness, and cruelty, and incline 
us to obey thee in all things. Enable us to be 
useful in the dissemination of truth and the sup- 
port of righteousness, and be kindly afiectioned 
towards all men. Give us grace to imitate our 
Master, to follow virtue, and abandon vice. 
Make us patient in adversity, and moderate in 
prosperity. 

Keep our children firom evil, and never suffer 
them to sit in the seats of the scornful, or walk 
toith the ungodly. 

Pardon our sins, blot out our transgressions, 
and finally save us, through Jesus Cnrist our 
Lord. Amen. 



.56 IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION TO THE YOUNG. 



IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION TO THE 
YOUNG. 

Reflections adapted to Eccles. xii. Prov. ii. Pa. 
cxliv. — Religion is important to people of all ages. 
Those far advanced, need it to sustain them when life 
is hastening to its close. Those inftnersed in business, 
need it to guide and encourage them in their duties. 
But those in the morning of existence, need it to direct 
them into the path of usefulness and safety; make 
them rightly improve their time, and guard them 
against the dangers of life. Youth is the springtime 
of existence ; and what we sow then, we must reap in 
manhood and age. Youth, too, is the season when we 
have the least experience and judgment; and wo be 
unto those who have not the light of religion to illu- 
mine their pathway, and supply the deficiencies of 
reason and discretion. 

Hence, religion addresses itself particularly to the 
young. It invites them to seek the Lord early ; urges 
them to listen to instruction, to bind God's law upon 
their hearts, and assures them that it shaU be an orna- 
ment of grace, a crown of honor, a guide to glory. 
Its voice is, ** Come, ye young, to my bowery walks, 
my peaceful vales, my blooming gardens, my flowing 
fountains, my springs of joy.** 

It assures them, that she is not gloom, not a great 
funeral pall spread over nature, covering the fragrant 
flowers, hushing the melodious songsters, and shutting 
out the light of heaven ; but an exhaustless source 
of cheering, all-pervading light, warming and beautify- 
ing the heart, visiting man in his obscure abode, re- 
lieving his cares, sanctifying his sorrows, and inspiring 
hopes, over which death and the grave have no power. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace. 

Let parents and guardians, then, embrace the earliest 
opportunity which is offered, to teach their youth to 
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feax the Lord. They can do much by readings tttd 
explaining to them the Bible, by exhortation and prayer, 
by warning and counsel. 

Let the young, also, hearken to the caUs of wisddm, 
and bow in humility before those heaven-instructed 
teachers -who invite them to the waters of life. iThey 
should not put off seeking the Lord, till sickness or age 
comes upon them ; for the period of prostration by sick- 
ness, or by the infirmities of years, is no season for 
spiritual instruction. Neither should they say, we wUl 
put oflf religion as long as possible, that we may enjoy 
the pleasures of the world ; for religion denies nothmg 
which can truly afford pleasure in any condition or 
age. 

BesideSj the longer they neglect religion, the greater 
il the power of the world over the auctions, and the 
greater the probability that they will become the slaves 
of sin. 

The young, then, should fear to neglect the Lord,— 
for they know not what evil may come upon them ; 
what illusion may lead them astray ; what wrong they 
may be led to commit. 



PRAYER. 

Lord Crod, our heavenly Father, we would 
|>ro8trate ourselves before thee, to beg thy bless- 
ing, grace and mercy, and thank thee for thy con« 
tinned care and favor. Thou art wise and good, 
and constantly watching over all thy people. The 
aged and the young are alike the recipients of thy 
grace, and the objects of thy regard. Thou didst 
send thy Son to give himself a ransom for all 
men ; to die, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God. Gracious Father, make 
OS grateful for this gift of thy love, and enable us 
to realize the riches of thy mercy, in thus pro-* 
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viding for our salvation. Especially do we pray 
for the young, that they may be so afiected by 
thy great goodness, as to give themselves up to 
thee, and dedicate ^emseives entirely to thy ser- 
vice. God, grant that they may realize the 
importance of religion to them, and feel how ne- 
cessary it is to guard them against temptation, 
direct them into the paths of usefulness and true 
honor, and rightly develop those powers which 
God has given them. Enable them to see that early 
piety is the most acceptable sacrifice which can 
be offered to God, and that nothing can give them 
so fair a promise of happiness and usefulness. 
Guard them against all improper habits, and grant 
that they may never be in bondage to sin. En- 
lighten their minds with thy truth ; sanctify their 
hearts with thy grace ; enable them to see the 
excellency of thy word, and to feel that wisdom's 
ways are pleasant and peaceful. 

Infinite Father, may they be industrious and 
frugal, never waste their time in idleness, or their 
substance in vicious indulgences. Give them 
wisdom to choose their employments and form 
their plans. Give them prudence in the manage- 
ment of their temporal and spiritual concerns, and 
zeal in the performance of all their duties. May 
they always remember, that the heart was formea 
for sympathy, and that they should never be cruel 
or oppressive. Help them to feel for those sub- 
ject to distress, and be ready to perform all those 
kind offices which the afflicted may need. For- 
bid that they should be lifted up with pride, turn 
a deaf ear to thy instructions, or have that self- 
sufiiciency which shall close their hearts against 
thy word. God, may they feel humble, realize 
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their dependence, and listen to the experience and 
wisdom of their superiors. Guide them even un- 
til death, and at last receive them to thyself. 

Let thy blessing rest upon all men ; upon those 
of every age, characte r and pursuit. Enlighten the 
ignorant, save the sinful, instruct the erring, sup- 
port the aged, comfort the afflicted ; and finally 
receive all to thyself, through Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 



FAMILY PRAYER. 

Reflections adapted to Eph. iv. 1 Tim. ii. Joshua 
xxiv. — " K family prayer is important, why was it not 
enjoined by the Saviour ?' ' is a question frequently asked 
by the candid and serious. In order to remove the appsr 
rent difficulty which it presents, it is only necessary to 
observe, 1st. That the duty of prayer was urged by 
him in the most faithful manner, and its advantages 
were clearly and distinctly stated. 2d. That family 
prayer was common among all the religionists of his 
times. 3d. That it was also common among his dis- 
ciples. 

From these facts, it is evident, that Jesus did indi- 
rectly enjoin family prayer ; for repeated commands to 
pray, given under such circumstances, must be re- 
garded as an indirect enjoining of the customary modes 
of prayer. This conclusion is confirmed by the fact, 
that Jesus never disapproved of family prayer, either 
among the Jews or his disciples, though he did disap- 
prove of the long, hypocritical prayers of the former. 
It is confirmed also by the custom of the apostles, who 
prayed with those famiUes among whom they tarried. 
Besides, Paul says, " Pray without ceasing," which 
Macknight supposes to mean, observe the stated seasons 
offrayer. This interpretation of the command he con- 
firms by Luke xaiv. 63. «* They were continually in 
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fte temple praising God," he says, << means, that they 
resorted to the temple at the time of the morning- and 
evening sacrifice ; and, according to the custom of the 
Jews, oflfered their prayers and praises while the in- 
cense was burning. See Rev. viii. 3. And as the 
morning and evening sacrifice is called the continual 
burnt offering, Exod. xxix. 42, they who regularly ob* 
served that season of prayer, were said to pray con^ 
tinually, and nigJU and day. Acts xxvi. 7." 

The New Testament, then, is decidedly in favor of 
family prayer. Christ indirectly enjoined it ; and if 
the general custom of his primitive disciples is any 
indication of his mind, he looked upon it as one of the 
most efficient means of graee which could be em- 
ployed. 

Family prayer ! how numerous are its advantages. 
It regulates the temper of parents, and gives efficiency 
to their wholesome rules. It causes children to ven- 
erate their parents, and willingly bow to their authority. 
It gives dignity to the character; strength to resist 
temptation, and fortitude to bear up under the trials of 
life. Where is Grod's blessing more needed than in 
the femily circle? And shall not that blessing be 
earnestly and devoutly craved? Let every family coor 
aider. 

PRAYER. 

Merciful Father, we desire to seek thy face, 
and to wait upon thee in the duties of thy wor- 
ship ; entreating thy gracious favor with our 
whole hearts, that we may do all as we ought, 
with good acceptance to our God. And to whom 
should we go but unto thee, the God of all grace, 
and the Fountain of all goodness, who art able to 
do abundantly for us, even above all we can ask 
or think ; and who hast declared thy willingness 
to be importuned by us, and thy readiness to hear 
Q^d answer us, in those things which we beg a| 
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thy bountiful hand ? O let our prayer be set be- 
fore thee as incense, and the lifting up of our 
hands be as an evening sacrifice. 

God of all the families of the earth ! Devoutly 
do we thank thee that we are permitted to sur 
round this altar, and hold communion with the 
Father of our spirits. And we pray that we may 
never neglect a privilege so great, or a means of 
spiritual culture so well adapted to our nature. 
Father, as a family may we ever delight to 
serve thee, to call upon thy name, and walk in 
thy statutes. Help us to realize that religion hal- 
lows the ties which bind us together ; makes us 
kind, courteous, pitiful and tender-hearted, and 
renders it a pleasure to do as we would be done 
by. And we beseech thee, Lord, to grant that 
religion may ever be our guide ; that we may 
ever live under its benign influence, and that it 
may guide each one of us in the way of holiness. 
May we ever delight to call upon thy name, and 
may we daily seek thy guidance, that we may 
never stray n'om thee, or forget our obligations. 
Engrave thy laws upon our hearts, and inspire us 
with that love which is stronger than death. 
When afflicted, may we come to thee in prayer ; 
when tempted, may we call on thee for strength to 
resist the seductions of sin; and when weary 
with care, may our spirits be refreshed by com- 
munion with thee. 

O God, may these children live sober and 
prayerful lives, and be useful members of society. 

Hear us, Father, in the name of Jesus Christ ; 
and to thee shall be rendered unceasing praise. 
Amen. 

6 
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THE EXCELLENCY OF GOD'S LAW. 

Reflections on Ps. cxix. 1 — 16. Prov. xxviii. Jer. 
xxxi. — **0 how I love thy law," says tlie devout 
Psalmist. '' It is my meditation all the day !" '< The 
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." But 
why did he prize this law so highly ? In what do its 
excellences consist ? In order to answer these inquiries, 
we have only to consider its characteristics. 

1. It is hinding alike upon all men ; and gives no 

3' rhts or privileges to one, which it refuses to another, 
ow different from human laws. Almost every nation 
has laws which are unequal. Look, for instance, at 
the Spartans ; they drove the Helots to constant toil, 
as a man drives his beast. They were often made 
drunk, that the children of their masters might abhor 
intemperance. They were often murdered in mere 
wantonness. Two thousand of these wronged and op- 
pressed people disappeared at one time, and none called 
their murderers to an account. Now, laws which jus- 
tify such cruelties, and outrage all natural rights, can 
be loved by no good man ; and had the Divine law 
been like these David could never have pronounced it 
excellent. God's law, then, regards all as equal ; re- 
quires of all the same duties, and pays no respect to 
rank or nation in the infliction of punishment. It 
recognises no difference among men, but that created 
by moral worth. 

2. The Divine law is excellent because just. Should 
a king demand twice the labor his subjects are able to 
perform, and then punish them for a non-compliance 
with his requisitions, we should pronounce him shame- 
fully unjust. The whole world have united in con- 
demning Pharaoh for imposing burdens upon the Israel- 
ites greater than they could bear, and for punishing 
them because they were crushed by the insupportable 
load. God's law has no such injustice. It makes no 
unreasonable demand, and inflicts no unjust punic^- 
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ment. Is it not excellent ? How many mfllions of onr 
race would rejoice could the human laws, under which 
they live, be made to correspond with this ! What 
vast multitudes are ground to the dust by unjust 
laws ! 

3. The Divine law is excellent because wise. Its 
arrangements are all suited to the end it seeks to 
accomplish. How unlike the laws of man ! Many of 
these are unwise, and defeat the end for which they 
were framed. Lycurgus devised a plan for the forma- 
tion of a conunon wealth, which should be free from the 
evils that paralyzed the governments of his day. But 
he was defeated, because he sought to form a warlike 
people, and strengthen their bodies, to the neglect of 
their minds. His plan resulted in making the Spar- 
tans rough and ferocious, and ignorant of those moral 
and inteUectual attainments, which tend to soften the 
manners, polish the understanding, improve the heart, 
and render the behavior courteous and obh'ging. Grod's 
law has no such defect. None of its rules work in- 
juriously, but all combine to produce the great end for 
which it was given. 

Thus, his law is equal, just and wise, calculated to 
guard against all evil, and direct man in the path of 
safety and peace. Let us, then, be thankful for this 
great gift, and yield a cheerful compliance with all its 
requisitions. Truly, can we say, " The law is holy, 
and the commandment holy, just and good." 

PRAYER. 

SxTFREMELY great and infinitely glorious Lord ; 
we adore thee as that Being before whom angels 
bow, and to whom all the hosts of heaven render 
unceasing praise. Thou, God, art worthy the 
adoration of all created intelligences, of rulers and 
subjects, of angels and the spirits of the just ; for 
thou art good, and thy mercy is over all. 

We acknowledge thee as the Supreme Law- 
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giTer of heayen and earth ; and we rejoice to 
know tliat thy laws are all righteous ; that they 
are formed by infinite wisdom, and designed to 
secure the highest happiness of the whole world. 
We bless thee that they are impartial and just, 
and calculated to equalize the condition of society, 
and bind thy children together by the strongest 
ties which can link heart to heart. We praise 
thee for their perfect adaptation to our state and 
wants, and give thee most hearty thanks for their 
power to guard from sin, and secure to individu- 
als, families and nations, the greatest blessings 
which can be enjoyed on earth. We thank thee 
for their restraining power ; that they warn us of 
danger, and unfold the fearful consequences of 
sin. We also thank thee for the liberty which 
they give ; and that, while they require a uni- 
form obedience, they secure a freedom which lifts 
us far above everything calculated to enslave. 
We rejoice, God, that thou art not an arbitrary 
and unrighteous Ruler, imposing duties that are 
irksome and useless. We rejoice that thy laws 
are all wise and good ; that they are the security 
and happiness of all who yield to them a cheerful 
obedience. 

Grant, indulgent Father, that we may obey thee 
in all things. May rulers and all in authority 
acknowledge thee in all their ways, and ever re- 
member that they are accountable to thee. Guard 
all and guide all in the way of peace, and enable 
all to keep thy laws. 

Bemember in much mercy these children^ and 
write thy laws deeply upon their hearts. 

Accept our thai^givings, in the name of Jesus 
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Christ, and finally admit us to thyself in heaven. 
Amen. 



THE FAITHFULNESS OF JESUS. 

Reflections adapted to Luke xv. John x. 1 — 18. 
John xviii. 1 — 14. — ^The faithfulness with which the 
Saviour fulfilled the office of his mission, is one of the 
most endearing traits in his character. His numerous 
instances of devotion are affecting heyond expression ; 
his tears of sympathy at the grave of Lazarus, and on 
his entrance into Jerusalem, display, in lively colors, 
the tenderness of his heart ; his perpetual acts of self- 
sacrifice exemplify the ardor of his love and the riches 
of his grrace ; hut his untiring faithfulness is an excel- 
lency which displays the perfection of his character 
more fully, perhaps, than any other trait. It may be 
considered, in a measure, the union of all others. His 
Father^s work — ^the work which was given him to do 
— ^the end for which he came into the world, never for 
a moment ceased to occupy his mind. '' I have a work 
to do," he says, " which the world knows not of." 
And the desire, which prevailed over all others, was, 
that this work might be faithfully performed. If as- 
sailed by temptations, by the seductions of power, am- 
bition, and universal dominion, he turns from them, 
with calm contempt. If "despised and rejected of 
men," doomed to unparalleled hardships and suffer- 
ings, " to be the jest of the Pharisee, the derision of 
the scribe," and the victim of malignity, he bears the 
whole with cheerful submission, and pursues, without 
murmuring, the great end he was sent to accomplish. 
Confident of consummating the dispensations of the 
Most High, and delivering up his kingdom with joy 
and not with grief, he never tires in his work, he never 
falters by the way ; but he moves on with unwearying 
faithfulness, till the last duty is performed, and the last 
pang is sufl^red, when, in the final moment of expiring 
6* 
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life, he exclaims, ''It is finished," and ''bows his 
head" in death. 

To this faithfabiess frequent reference is made in the 
Bible. Isaiah says — "He shall not fail nor be dis- 
couraged till he have set judgment in the earth, and 
the isles shall wait for his law." St. Paul says — " He 
must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet." 
He also says — Christ "was faithful to him that ap- 
pointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his 
house." He is called "a faithful High Priest," and 
"the faithful witness." He represents himself as 
going after the lost until he finds them. What a rea- 
son for confidence and hope! Fear not, Christian; 
Jesus will accomplish the great work for which he was 
set apart ; he will restore all sinners ; he will purify 
all hearts ; he will destroy death, and raise all from 
the grave, to a state of endless Ufe and infinite joy. 
Be entreated, not only to confide in him, but to imitate 
his example. Be faithful in all the relations you sus- 
tain — ^faithful to God — faithful to his relicion — ^faithful 
to all your friends; and you shall realize that the 
" Lord preserveth the faithful," and that a " faithful 
man shall abound with blessings." 

PRAYER. 

SupREMELT great and ever blessed Father, we 
would humble ourselves before thee in prayer, 
and tender to thee the grateful acknowledgments 
of our hearts, for the many mercies of thy hand. 
Thou hast ever been gracious and kind, and when 
we were ignorant and vile, and bound in the 
chains of a cruel servitude, thou didst send thy only 
begotten Son, to give himself a ransom for our 
sins. Glory be to thy great name for this un- 
speakable gifl. Thou hast laid help on one able 
and mighty to save; one clothed with all the 
wisdom and power requisite to accomplish the 
boly object of liis mission. We rejoice, Lord, 
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ki QUI Redeemer ; in his love, which was stronger 
than death ; in his henevolence, which no ingrati- 
tude could weary ; in his mercy, which extended 
to all men ; in his humility, which made him one 
with the lowly and poor; and in his fidelity, 
which led him forward amid every discourage- 
ment. Especially do we rejoice, that he will 
never tire in the work of redemption ; that he 
will fail not nor he discouraged, till he has set 
judgment in the earth ; till he has restored the 
last wanderer, wiped the tears from every eye, con- 
quered death, and exalted all to a state of endless 
glory. Thanks, merciful Father, to thy glorious 
name, for the rich blessings procured by the min- 
istry and death of thy Son, and for the bright 
prospects unfolded by his doctrine and resurrec- 
tion. 

In our Redeemer, indulgent Lord, we find 
whatever can soothe, quicken and comfort us. 
Through him we have light in our darkness, 
strength in our weakness, fortitude in our afflic- 
tions, and hope in death. He has brought to us 
those great truths which lead us to thee, purify 
our hearts, and translate us from the regions of 
wo to the kingdom of joy. He has opened the 
way which leads to heaven, and, by his own 
death and resurrection, removed from our hearts 
all painful apprehensions, and given us a confi- 
dence which death cannot destroy. 

Grant, O holy Father, that the image of our 
suffering and gracious Lord may be ever with 
us, inciting us to higher and still higher attain- 
ments, and stimulating us to untiring faithfulness 
m the discharge of all our duties. 

jftby kis grace win the hearts of our ehUdren^ 
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and (Utract them away from all the vamties of 
earth. May they love and follow him through 
life. 

Hear us, God, and give us abundant answers 
of peace ; and to thee, through our crucified and 
risen Master, shall be rendered unceasing praise. 
Amen. 



THE WAY TO SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES. 

Reflections adapted to John iii. Acts viii. 26—40. 
Ps. cxxix. 33—48. — ^At the time of our Saviour's min- 
istry, the Jews boasted of. the flourishing state of theo- 
logical learning among them. There were members 
of their Sanhedrim whom they called the beauties of 
their wisdom and the glory of their law. Jesus, in- 
stead of reproaching them for this knowledge, encour- 
aged the study of the Scriptures. His language was — 
Search the Scriptures. This is a command bin£ng upon 
all men, and what cannot be neglected without a viola- 
tion of God's law. But how should the Scriptures be 
searched? We answer, 

1. They should be searched diligently. The com- 
mand of the Saviour implies something more than a cas- 
ual and hasty reading of them. The word rendered 
search signifies to search diligently. Homer, it has 
been said, appUes it to a lion deprived of his whelps, 
who scours the plain, and searches for the footsteps of 
the man that has robbed him. St. Chrysostom, speak- 
ing of the word search, says, ^' It is a metaphor taken 
from those who dig deep and search for metals in the 
bowels of the earth. They look for the bed where the 
metal lies, and break every clod, and sifl and examine 
the whole, in order to discover the ore." The Scrip- 
tures, therefore, should be searched assiduously. We 
must compare passage with passage ; we must ascer- 
tain the scope of the subject, and the design of the 
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speaker. When we have done this, doubtful phrase- 
ology will become plain, and what, under other cir- 
cumstances, would be dark and difficult, will be easily 
understood. 

2. We must search the Scriptures with a desire to 
be instructed in the truth. Many read the Bible with 
great attention; but it is not with a desire to learn 
what it teaches. They read it, in order to find proof 
of some preconceived opinion, to substantiate a creed 
which they have adopted. In this way, the Scriptures 
are tortured and twisted to favor the views of opposing 
sects. This is one reason why the Bible is made to 
speak so many different languages. Too many read it 
to obtain proof of old errors, rather than to learn new 
truths. We must read it, with a desire to know the 
truth, if we would be benefitted by reading. It should 
be our earnest prayer to know what God has said ; but 
who can pray for the guidance of the Spirit in studying 
the ^ible, when it is never opened except to establish 
a long-Ksherished opinion ? 

3. We must rea!d the Scriptures with a deep convic- 
tion of their inestimable value. We should never open 
them, as we would a work of the imagination, or the 
history of a nation, or even the records of the Christian 
church. They are a revelation of God's will and pur- 
pose ; they make known our duty and destiny, and 
they disclose the infinite riches of divine grace. Their 
precepts are all perfect, and when obeyed lead man into 
paths of safety and peace. The histories they contain 
are fuU of instruction, and show how God, in all ages 
of the world, has rewarded the good and punished the 
bad. What a book, then, is the Bible! It is indeed 
the pearl of great price — a treasure of indescribable 
worth. When we read it, therefore, we should always 
remember, that God is speaking to us concerning the 
highest interests of time and eternity ; and we should 
listen to its instructions, as our authoritative guide in 
9^ the concerns of faith and practice. 
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O Lord, our- God, we, thy rational and account* 
able subjects, desire to bow before thee in the 
name of Jesus Christ, to adore thy goodness, 
to praise thee for thy care, and to rejoice in thy 
great salvation. Thy kindness and mercy, 
Grod, are infinite ; tny grace is inexhaustible. 
What streams of bliss are constantly flowing from 
thee. From generation to generation thou hast 
gladdened the hearts of thy servants. 

We thank thee that thou hast heard our prayers, 
refreshed us with sleep, continued us in the en- 
joyment of health, and permitted us to gather once 
more around this altar. Thy mercies are ruevf 
every morning, and fresh every evening. 

Eternal Father, we bless thee for all thy gifts 
to man ; but especially for the gift of that sacred 
Book, in which thou hast revealed thy perfections 
and government ; given us wise and perfect rules 
of duty, and revealed the glories of heaven. O 
enable us duly to appreciate this great gift ; to 
realize the excellency of its doctrines, the wisdom 
of its precepts, and the value of its promises. We 
acknowledge with the highest gratitude the be- 
nignity of its spirit, the consoling nature of its 
hopes, and its power to save the sinful, guide the 
wandering, soften the hearts of the obdurate, hum- 
ble the proud, and comfort the sorrowful. May 
this blessed Book be our guide, and make us wise 
unto salvation. O may we study it with devout 
attention ; and have our hearts so freed from sin, 
error, and prejudice, as to understand and re- 
ceive its instructions ; be moulded into thy image 
by the bright examples which it presents for our 
imitation, and clothed with those robes of right- 
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eousness which shall enable us to resist all temp- 
tation, and press forward in duty, even though 
OUT way may be dark and difficult. 

Gracious Father, without thy holy Word, we 
have no sure guide in this dark and sinful world; 
without its divine spirit, we have nothing to sanc- 
tify our affections, and without its hopes, nothing 
to sustain us in the day of trial and death. May 
it therefore be our constant companion ; may we 
search it with sincerity and diligence ; and may 
we never be among those who neglect to consult 
its teachings. give us a true sense of its worth, 
and help us to understand all its teachings. May 
the aged study it, and have its pure light to cheer 
them on their way to the grave ; may the young 
study it, and be directed in the paths of righteous- 
ness ; may the prosperous study it, and be saved 
from that pride and self-sufficiency, by which so 
many souls have been ruined ; may the afflicted 
study it, and have awakened within them a cheer- 
ftil confidence. grant that it may be to all the 
power of God unto salvation ; and thy name shall 
have all the praise forever. Amen. 



THE NATURE OF PRAYER. 

Retleotions adapted to Isa. i. 10 — ^31. Matt. tL 
1—13. Matt. vii. 

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 

Unuttered or expressed, 
The motion of a hidden fire, 

That lies within the breast. 

The poet has here given a true definition of Prayer. 
We &id another, eqiudly correct and explicit, in the 
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Shorter Catechism — *^ Prayer is an 
desires to God, for things agreeable to bis ' 
name of Jesus Christ." 

According to this definition, prayer is the unfeigned 
language of the heart ; and all petitions, addressed to 
God, which do not spring from the heart, are solemn 
mockery. We find various allusions, in the Scrip- 
tures, to such petitions. " When ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; yea, when ye 
make many prayers, I will not hear : your hands are 
full of blood." " Ye hypocrites ! well did Esaias pro- 
phesy of you, saying. This people draweth nigh unto me 
widi their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips ; but 
their heart is far from me." *' When thou prayest, thou 
shalt not be as the hjrpocrites are ; for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues, and in the comers of the 
streets, that they may be seen of men . " It is not enough, 
then, to offer up daily petitions to God, even though they 
be offered in the solemn manner and tones of sincere 
praver. Such petitions are not acceptable to God, and 
will call down no blessing from his throne. The heart 
must feel what the lips express, or we do not jpray; 
and if the heart feels, if its pure desires rise to God, even 
though the lips give no utterance to those desires, God 
will answer and bless. No doubt prayers often ascend 
from the hearts of humble worshippers, which are infi- 
nitely more acceptable to God, than those uttered in 
the pompous, studied, and ornamented language of him 
who officiates at the sacred altar. And no doubt, in 
many houses, where vocal prayer is unknown, prayers, 
pure as ever reached the ear of the Father, are daily 
offered. God has no regard to form, place, or lan- 
guage. It matters not whether we sit, kneel, or stand ; 
if the heart is right, our prayers will be he^. It is 
immaterial where we pray, whether in the temple, in 
our chamber, or out beneath the broad heavens; all 
places are alike to God. It is equally immaterial, 
whether our desires are '' unuttered or expressed ;" if 
we earnestly desire strength to resist evil, and to per- 
serere in the way of duty, God will impart it. 
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Let ni nbt niidtake here. We muii acknowledge 
Hiat many places are fatorable to devotion, and that vocal 
prayer is calculated to affect the heart. While, there- 
fore, we aulmit that prayeir is the souFs sincere desire, 
we maintain that places consecrated to religion are 
ealcnlated to awaken devotional feelings ; and that giv- 
ing utterance to our desires, may not only serve to shut 
the mind against worldly influences, but also to deepen 
its religious impressions. 

Let us then keep our hearts pure, and never mock 
eur Maker, by asking what we do^ot desire. 

PRAYER. 

O LoED, we rejoice that while thou sittest oa 
the throi^ of universal empire, thou doet also 
fill the throne of grace ; and that thou art eyer 
ready to hear the prayers of those who approach 
thee in humility and roTerence* 

We are encouraged to lift up our hearts in 
prayer ; for thou art good, and feady to forgive, 
and plenteous in mercy. Thine ear is eyer open 
to the petitions of thy children, and thou wih 
listen to every prayer which ascends from the 
sincere worshipper, whether he bow in the 
throngecl temple, around the family altar, or in 
the secret chamber. Blessed be thy name, that 
thou art mindful of our wants, and that in the 
iiy of trouble we can call upon thee ; that wheti 
we lack wisdom, thou wilt give liberally, and 
that when we are weak and sinful, thou art ready- 
to uphold and purify us% Holy Father, give us 
c»ver a prayerful h^rt. May not a day pass 
without witnessing our devotions. May the sick 
leok to thee and find help ; the needy, and have 
their vranfs supplied ; the erring, and he directed 
in Ae way of duty. May the aged commune 
7 
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often with thee ; and as the outer man wastes 
away, find the inner man continually increasiog 
in strength. And may the young daily ask thy 
guidance, and earnestly seek for that moral power 
which will enable them to resist all temptation, 
and press forward even until death in the path of 
holiness. 

O God, grant that all our devotions may be sin- 
cere, and that none of us may draw near to thee 
with our lips, while our hearts are far from thee. 
Give us the true spirit of prayer, that our petitions 
may come up as incense before thee, and that the 
lifting up of our hands may be as the morning 
and evening sacrifice. 

O Crod, give to the children^ here assembled^ a 
meek and contrite spirit^ and incline them to seek 
communion with thee. 

Graciously assist us in the discharge of oar 
varied duties ; save us from sin, and finally ad- 
mit us to thy kingdom above. O God, close not 
thy ear against our petitions ; withhold not the 
favors which we need ; l^^ut bless us according to 
our necessities ; and thine, through Jesus Clmst, 
shall be all the praise. Amen. 



THE GREATNESS OP THE MINISTERIAL 
OFFICE. 

Refliections adapted to 2 Cor. iv. 2 Cor. v. Eph. 
iv. — ^The Bible sets forth, in this most explicit terms, 
the greatness of the office sustained by all engaged in 
preaching the Gospel. It teaches that faithful minis- 
ters are ambassadors for Christ, sent to treat with sin- 
ners, and to help forward the holiest purposes of infinite 
grace. It represents them as coming in God's name, 
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and acting in Christ^s stfead, doing the very work he 
did when upon the earth, and what he wills to have 
4one, now that he is in heaven. 

This work is the reconciliation of man to God, a 
work which exceeds, in importance, all others. God is 
right, the sinner wrong ; God is holy, the sinner un- 
lioly. Hence the work of reconciliation renders man 
like his Maker, and hrings him into the highest state of 
nsefalness and enjoyment he can attain to on earth ; it 
redeems him from tiiat which is the sum of all evil and 
wretchedness. 

Look abroad upon the world, and what do you be- 
hold ? Nation is engaged in fierce conflict with nation, 
destroying human life, laying waste property, deso- 
lating cities, and cursing agriculture and commerce, 
the arts and sciences, liberty and learning, morals and 
religion, with all the baneful influences of war ! Man, 
enslaved and maddened by his besotted appetites, is 
)>reying upon his fellow-man, cheating, defrauding and 
oppressing ; and from the hearts of thousands and thou- 
sands are going up the loud wails of woe ! Even the 
learned and the great are warring against the best in- 
terests of society, and living in practices which would 
sever the most endearing relations of life, and bring to 
naught all that is fair and lovely and worthy of pos- 
session. Now, all these evils, so wide-spread and 
great, so full of poison and misery, are the fruit of un- 
reconciliation to God. I ask, then, if the oflSice of the 
minister is not the highest to which man can be called? 
if it does not far transcend that of him who occupies a 
chair in the first literary institutions of the land, or sits 
in the proudest seat of worldly authority ? 

We must estimate the value of every office, by the 
benefit which it confers ; what, then, can equal in im- 
portance the office of U Christian ambassador 1 No 
other has so intimate a connection with the highest 
welfare of man — none exerts on him such a holy influ- 
ence. How cheerfully and zealously, then, should we 
labor for the encouragement of the good minister. 
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PKAYER. 

Q Thou who art the Shepherd and Bishop o€ 
our souls, help us to realize what great things 
thou hast done for man. All nature reveals thy 
glory and grandeur, thy wisdom and goodness* 
AH thy works praise thee, and declare thy great'^ 
ness and mercy. But, eternal Grod, in thy word 
we have a far more glorious manifestation of thy 
perfections. Thanks to thy name for this rich 
gift, and that upon us the Sun of righteousness 
has arisen. By him we have access to our 
Father and are led in the way of peace. By him 
we have attained to greater certainty concerning 
thy will and pleasure, and to surer hopes con* 
cerning a life to come. By him hast thou insti* 
tuted amongst us the pastoral office, and ordained 
that men should be set apart to the work of the 
ministry. And, O God, may all who have entered 
upon this work realize its importance, and always 
remember that they are co-workers with him who 
died for the world, ambassad^s for God by whoia 
he is beseeching sinners to be reconciled to him- 
self. Correct and subdue in them all inordinate 
desires and unholy attachments, and grant that 
^eir thoughts and lives may be such as become 
ministers of the everlasting Gospel. May they 
realize the good which their example will produce 
if it be irreproachable ; the evil if worthless or 
suspected. Guard them against levity of be- 
havior, sudden and violent transports, prodigality 
^nd avarice. Let no deviation from piety be en- 
couraged by their demeanor, and no soul sanc- 
tion its indiscretions, or excuse its sins, by refer- 
ring to their unworthiness. 

Ever blessed Lord, we pray for thy choicest 
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bvoTS upon our Teacher and Pastor. Give Iiim 
all that wisdom which he needs to direct his steps, 
and discharge aright his responsible duties. May 
we realize the greatness of the office which he 
holds, and be untiring in our exertions to aid him 
in his work. May we open our hearts to the 
doctrines he is ordained to preach; and by no 
indifierence, neglect or sin of ours, may his heart 
be discouraged, or his duties be rendered more 
trying and arduous. May we be punctual in our 
attendance upon his ministrations, and listen with 
meekness to his rebukes and exhortations. May 
we walk with him in love, and be so encouraged 
and strengthened by his labors, as to keep thy 
law and live in holiness all our days. 

Grant that all who wait upon his ministry may 
be truly converted from sin. May he guide the 
young, encourage the desponding, cheer the aged, 
and comfort the afflicted. May all his people be 
zealous of good works. 

O Lord, let thy blessings be upon him this day. 
May he preach thy word with power, and be 
encouraged by the devout attention of his flock. 
Guide hun and us, and all men, in the way of 
peace, and Anally save all, through Jesus Cnrist 
our Redeemer. Amen. 



REVENGE. 

RiFLKCTiONs adapted to Matt. v. Rom. zii. Rom. 
ziii. — Revenge is one of the worst passions of the hu- 
man heart. Its whole influence is bad. If we desire 
proof of this, let us look at the condition of those 
nations where this is a raluLg paaaion. Tom, for 
7* 
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cmw employmeAt of the men; revenge is l(md]fd 
towards all who have wronjged them, or trespassed 
upon their rights. They fight with terrible maidness^ 
and inflict upon their captives the most horrid cruel- 
ties. 

Turn to Afirica, and ypu will see the same pttsaioA 
msnifesting itself in tr^inspom Qf joy oY&e the suienngft 
of human beincs ; in drinking hum&n blood as it flow^. 
from the mangled bodies of the <lyiug« and in piercinff 
them with red hot irons. In M'Lead s voyage to Av- 
rica, it is stated, that on the thatched roofs of the 
guard-houses which surround the palace of the gov- 
ernor are ranged, on wooden stakes, vast numbers of 
huiaan skulls ; the path leading to the door is paved 
with the same ; and the top of the wall which eoeloeM 
an area before it, is stuck full of hunoan jaw-boaen. 

Turn, also, to the isjands of the Pacific ocean, where 
the people are more like demons than men ; where 
they live under the perpetual apprehension of being de- 
stroyed by each other ; where revengeful passions con- 
stantly agitate the soul, and a melancholy gloom hangs 
over the mind, making its home a region of darknesa, 
in whioh the ^'radiations of heaevQlence'' are almost 
wholly unknown. 

Now, when we thus look at the workings of revenge, 
we ask if it is any wonder that Jesus was so urgent in 
teaching that it should never have possession of the 
human heart 1 Revenge is blind, and makes no dis- 
tinction between the really guilty and those suspected 
of crihie ; it is cruel, and tortures without reason or 
justice ; it is destructive, and aims only at the ruin of 
those against whom it is kindled. Thus, in its nature^ 
effects, and designs, it is pernicious. Give it, then, no 
home in your bosoms. Never let it rule your spirits ; 
no master can be more terrible than this. He will 
drive ^ou on to the commission of acts, for which a 
leng Hfe of virtue cannot atone. '* Seest thou a msA 
tlis^ is li^ty in his words ? there i^ more hop^ of a fool 



Hvfn of lum." Ii«bar, tlwii, for tli«t diaeretfos w^ok 
deferreth anger ! 

PRAYER. 

Gop ^ the mpming a^d the evernQg, we would 
lift up our souls to thee in gratitude, and give 
thanks to thy glorious name* that thy care and 
goodness have heen over us another week, and 
that health, food and raiment have heen continued 
to us. Ahove all do we thank thee that we are 
still favored with the means of grace; that the 
blesaed hopes pf the gospel are still ours, and that 
we have not heen left to turn from him who died 
for our redemption. 

O Godi enahle us to realize the greatness of 
thy love and the riches of thy grace. Give us 
just conceptions of thy character, that our hearts 
may be deeply affected by thy righteousness, 
which executeth judgment for the oppressed ; by 
thy merey, which endures from everlasting to ever- 
lasting ; by thy compassion, which spares the sin« 
ful; and by thy power, which upholds all worlds. 
We rejoice, O Lord, that thou art slow to anger, 
plenteous in mercy, and ready to forgive the 
erring. We rejoice that thy throne is established 
in goodness, and that thou art kind to the un- 
thankful and evil. And we pray that we may be 
followers of thee, and love our enemies, even as 
thou didst love a sinful world. O God, may we 
imitate thee in thy forbearance and forgiveness, 
and like thee love those whose hearts are inflamed 
with hatred. May we never be provoked to ren- 
evil for evil, and cursing for cursing. Save us, 
we beseech thee, from a revengeful spirit, and 
he||P us to overcome evil writh good. 
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Oracious Father, may we keep the example of 
our Saviour constantly before us ; and be stimu- 
lated by his patience, mercy and forbearance, to 
endure wrong without resentment. We lament 
that we have ever given way to vindictive feelingsi 
and that we have been led to injure in thought, 
word or action any who have sought our harm. 
We lament the general prevalence of a revenge- 
ful spirit ; that so many disregard the example of 
him who prayed for his murderers, and sought 
the salvation of his foes. O wilt thou enable all 
to see the sinfulness of revenge, and the terrible 
evil it is calculated to produce. Turn, O Lord, 
turn all to thee; purify all hearts, and fill all 
with that love which is the bond of perfectness, 
and which can patiently endure insult and wrong. 
May we walk in love, as Christ hath loved us, 
and given himself a ransom for our sins. 

Holy Watchman of thy chosen people, keep us 
in thy spirit, and lead us in the way of life. Par- 
don what thou hast seen amiss, accept us through 
Jesus Christ, and in his name shall be ascribed 
to thee all honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 



FORGIVENESS. 

Reflections adapted to Exod. xxxiv. Ps. ciii. 
Matt, xviii. — ^When the Saviour commenced his minis- 
try, he found the world sunk in the lowest state of de- 
pravity. Inflamed passions were burning and raging 
in every bosom, and man was arrayed in hostility 
against man, brother against brother ; wrong was re- 
turned for wrong, hatred for hatred, and cursing for 
cursing. The great Redeemer looked upon this 
wretched condition of the world, and wept. Wa 
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iMMom vn» filled with pity, and he sought to breathe 
Ids own benign spirit into the hearts over which re- 
Tenge had so long held its iron sway. His beneyolence 
did not waste itself in prayers and tears ; he engaged 
9i onoe in the work of refonn. He commenced by 
calling the people to repentance, and commanding them 
to reatxaan Uieix inflamed passions. His language wvm 
z — ^Forgive until seventy times seven — always cherish a 
forgiving spirit — ^be ever ready to embrace with afiec- 
tion the man who will acknowledge the wrong he has 
done, and ask your forgiveness. " If thy brother tres- 
pass against thee, rebuke him ; and if he repent, for^ve 
liim. And if he trespass against thee seven times m a 
day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, say- 
ing, I repent, thou shalt forgive him." There is no 
limitation to this duty ; we must always forgive wheii 
jk brother, in penitence, asks it. 

No virtue is more god-like. Jehovah is spoken of as 
the " Lord Grod, merciful and gracious, long-suflferin^l 
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, fbrgivmg iniquity and transgression and sin, 
and wiH by no means clear the guilty." '* The Loid 
is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteon* 
in mercy. He will not always chide, neither will he 
keep his anger forever." He stands ever ready to 
receive his children. He waits not to have them sue 
for acceptance, or make any long confession ; as soon 
as penitence has gained possession of the soul, so soon 
does he own and receive it. He even comes to meet 
tlie sepentant prodigal, and cheer him on his return to 
duty. Thanks be to thy name, Lord, for all this 
goodness! Shall man, frail, sinful man, be unfor- 
giving, when God is so merciful 1 Shall he who needs 
so much mercy refuse it to his fellow-being ? Forbid, 
Father, that such a sin be laid to our charge. 

PRAYER. 

AunoscTY and most mercifiil Father, we render 
unto thee our sincere thanks for the manifold 
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blessings of thy hand. Thou art the Giver of all 
good; thou delightest in the happiness of thy 
creatures, and art daily imparting the riches d 
thy bounty. Through thy mercy we have been 
enabled to finish the busmess of another week, 
and to behold the light of this holy Sabbath. 
Thou, O God, hast been our Protector ; thou hast 
crowned us with favor; thou hast supplied our 
table with plenty ; thou hast defended our dwell- 
ing from harm. 

Merciful Lord, we adore thee as the God of all 
grace ; as the Fountain of all goodness, as the 
ever blessed and glorious Father of the spirits of 
all flesh. We rejoice that there is forgiveness 
with thee ; that thou art ready to pardon the ini- 
quities of thy people, and to receive to thy ex- 
tended arms those who have forgotten thy law. 
For thy rich mercy's sake in Jesus Christ, forgive 
the sins with which we are chargeable ; forgive 
our neglect of thee ; forgive our trespasses against 
each other. Grant that our transgressions may 
not bring thy displeasure apon our dwelling, and 
may we never incur the curse which falls upon 
the wicked ; but may we be kept from evil all the 
days of our lives. 

O God, may we be followers of thee as dear 
children. May our tempers be mild, compassion- 
ate and forgiving. May we, like our Master, be 
holy, harmless and undeflled. Let our passions, 
subdued by a reverence for thy authority and 
presence, be rightly governed in all things. May 
anger, malice, and hatred have no control over 
us ; and when we feel ourselves to be slanderously 
reported, falsely accused, or hated without a cause, 
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may we remember our Saviour, who meekly en- 
dured so many reproaches, indignities and cruel* 
ties that he might be an example to all men. O 
Father, give us his gentle, forbearing and forgiving 
spirit. May this spirit be always in our hearts, 
restraining us when wronged, and keeping us 
from evil when tried and tempted. Let not the 
sun go down upon our wrath ; and however pur- 
sued and opposed, may we keep our hearts in 
subjection to thy law, and never suffer them to 
be brought under the dominion of sin. 

Spread abroad among the nations the benign 
and holy spirit of the Gospel. May peace and 
good-will prevail throughout the earth ; may war, 
and contention, and strife be done away, and all 
men live together in love. 

O Lord, give us more of thy spirit ; make us 
more kind and gentle; more ready to render 
good for evil ; and finally save us everlastingly, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



CONTENTMENT. 

Reflections adapted to Fbihp. iv. 1 Tim. vi. Heb. 
zui. — ^There is no virtue more important than content- 
ment ; without it, there can be no true enjoyment, 
even though we may be blessed with health, riches and 
honor. It is, therefbre, the duty of all, to study to be 
eontent with such things as they have, and learn, in 
whatsoever circumstances they are, therewith to be 
content. But to acquire this virtue, we must always 
keep in mind the righteousness of God's dealings, and 
feel that everything which he ordains is for a benevo- 
lent end. He does nothing in hatred; he is a Father, 
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aft4 has a ftiAer's bye. If he affieta, it la fot i food 
purpose. Trae, 

God moves in a mysterious way, 

His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 

And rides upon the storm. 

But, though thus, at times, surrounded hy darkness, 
justice and judgment are ever the habitation of his 
throne ; and, therefore, we must believe. 

His purposes will ripen fast, 

Unfolding every hour ; 
The bud may have a bitter taste. 

But sweet will be the flower. 

Kwe have any doubts in regard to the goodness and 
equity of Grod's dealings, they will be removed by con- 
sidenng, why these principles so seldom characterize 
the government of earthly rulers. First, earthly rulers 
are limited in wisdom, and may form bad plans. 
Secondly, they are limited in goodness, and are often- 
times moved by wrong intentions. Thirdly, they are 
changeable, and can be provoked by opposition to vin- 
dictive measures. These are the principal reasons why 
they do not always rule in equity. But these, being 
imperfections incident alone to humanity, cannot affect 
him who is infinite in wisdom, unbounded in goodness, 
and unchangeable in his nature. Hence, Grod does all 
things right, and it should be our great study to bow in 
submission to his dealings. How is this truth calcu- 
lated to make us contented with the allotments of Pro- 
vidence. 

Again ; it will increase our contentment to reflect, 
that discontent serves only to make our condition worse. 
If sick, discontent aggravates our disease ; if poor, it 
cannot diminish our poverty. Besides, it is quite 
enough to be sick and poor, without adding to these 
evils that of discontent, which is far greater than sick- 
ness and poverty combined. 
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Agm ; if we wotild enjoy the blessuigB cfftxmtm^ 
iBBnt, we must not allow envy to gain poeeefision of iho 
beart, for envy and discontent usually meet in the same 
person. Neither must we allow ayarice to gain the 
mastery over our affections ; for it creates an unreason- 
able desire for this world*s goods, and goads us inces- 
santly on to obtain them. We must guard with the 
same assiduous care against pride; for it enlargeth 
itself as the grave, and like that is never disposed to 
say, *' it is enough." He, therefore, that would know 
the blessings of contentment, must confide in the right- 
eousness and goodness of God's government ; learn the 
duty of submission to unavoidable ills, and keep his 
heart free from envy, avarice and pride. 

PRAYER. 

O RIGHTEOUS Lord God, we adore thee as a 
being* infinitely blessed and glorious, and as the 
holy Governor of heaven and earth. Thou art 
merciful in thy designs, wise in thy plans, and 
just in thy dealings. Thou hast exercised a 
gracious care over us ever since we came into 
the world. Thou hast supplied all our wants ; 
crowned our days with goodness; and guarded 
us from danger. 

But, O Lord, though we have lived on thy 
bounty, and been constantly overshadowed by 
thy mercy, we have often murmured and com- 
plained; we have been impatient and discon- 
tented, and given way to those feelings which 
exclude from thy kingdom, and render life dark 
and wretched. Merciful Father, we have dis- 
trusted thy word ; and when denied the favors 
we have sought, have allowed an unhallowed 
spirit to take possession of our souls. O give us, 
we beseech thee, those views of thy character and 
8 
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govenunent, which shalL awaken a firm trast in 
thy faithfulness and mercy, and render us troly 
submissive to all thy dealings. Root from our 
hearts all envy, avarice and pride, and enable us 
to be contented with our lot, whatever may be our 
situation. O God, in the day of trial, when sick- 
ness invades our dwellings, when the thick clouds 
of adversity hang over our homes ; when we are 
called to suffer privations,. and to realize that dis- 
appointment is the lot of all, may thy grace be 
I with us, and we have that spirit of resignation 
which shall enable us to submit without one com- 
plaining emotion. Eternal Father, help us so to 
discipline our hearts, that we may learn, in what- 
soever state we are, therewith to be content. 
May we remember the privations and sufferings 
of our blessed Master, and be willing to endure 
whatever thou shalt ordain. May our expecta- 
tions be moderated by humility, and by a sense 
of our great unworthiness. And may we realize 
that, however numerous the privileges we enjoy, 
however great the splendor in which we live, and 
however vast our attainments in human know- 
ledge, we can know nothing of true happiness, 
without contentment. Holy Lord, give us this 
blessed virtue, that the world may be to us an 
abode of peace, and that we may have hearts to 
enjoy the favors by which we are surrounded. 
O God, forgive our sins ; forgive our many com- 
plaints against thee ; forgive our ingratitude for 
thy mercies, and our discontent when tried and 
afflicted. O give us the spirit of our Master, that 
we may be like him. Be our guardian this day, 
that we may spend it in thy service. Hear us 
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and answer us, through Jesus Christ cnir Lord. 
Amen. 



FRAUD IN TRADE. 

RsFLECTioNs adapted to Prov. xx. Prov. xxviii. 
ftov. xi. — ^No one can read the Scriptures, without 
being o<mTinced that hmnan nature has been the same 
in all ages. In the days of the ancients, the same sins 
prevaileid that are now so common; evil-speaking, 
cruelty, injustice and fraud were practised by the high 
and low. Hence, Solomon represents a buyer as say- 
ing, '^ It is naught, it is naught ;'' but boasting of ms 
bargain, when he has gone his way. How much is this 
like the stratagems with which all are now familiar. 
Almost every buyer decries the articles which he wishes 
to purchase ; pretends to see this or the other fault ; 
declares that he can buy cheaper elsewhere, and that 
he has often bought cheaper and better. 

I know of only one excuse which can be oflfered for 
such a course, and that is the conduct of the seller. 
He extravagantly commends his goods; represents 
them as much cheaper than can be purchased at any 
other place, and declares oftentimes Uiat he is selling 
below cost. 

Now it must be obvious, that such conduct is opposed 
to truo religion ; for that was designed, not only to 
govern us on the Sabbath, but in our walk and deal- 
mgs. It forbids all deception, and requires that we 
should be strictly honest. 

I know the excuses that are offered for deception in 
trade. It is said, such are the customs of society, that 
no man can be successful if he trades upon the prin- 
ciples we recommend. But is this a fact? Shall we 
say, that the fundamental principles of Christianity are 
impracticable? and, that it is impossible to succeed 
honestly in business ? None but an infidel would say 
this ; for it is a virtual rejection of Christianity. Ex- 
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are the most honest. Besides, busmess condueted 
honestly, can be done with mnch more expedition, and 
at less expense. Nor is this all. When one principle of 
dishonesty has been admitted in trade, others can be 
justified; and thus, in allowing only one dishonest 
practice, a vast gate-way is opened, which will flood 
tbe soul wi^ all that is false and deeepttve. No bnsi- 
ness man, who practises any kind of fraud, ean have « 
security against being driven on to the farthest extremes 
of fraud. Neither can he have reason to confide in the 
honesty of those in his employ ; for if he teaches them 
to deal fraudulently with others, can he hope that they 
will not defraud him ? The losses experienced kt this 
way far overbalance all that fraud can gain, to say no* 
thing of those violations which expose to ^e fttaislH 
meat of the law, and which invc^ve the trader aiid thoss 
in his ^nploy in degradation and shame. 

Is it not, then, better to deal honestly with all men ! 
Axe not the principles of the Gospel more valuabls 
than fraud and deception recommend ? If we answer 
in the negative, we say the wisdom of the world is bet- 
ter than the wisdom of Grod ; that dishonesty is bettor 
than honesty ! 

PRAYER. 

O Thotj, to whom the secrets of all hearts are 
kritiwn, and who canst not look upon sin with the 
least degree of allowance, we would humble our- 
selves at the footstool of thy throne, and pay for 
thy blessing upon us and all men. We devoutly 
thank thee, that we are favored with another op- 
portunity of surrounding this altar, in health and 
peace. While many have been called hence, we 
have been preserved ; and while others have been 
tossed to and fro, we have been refreshed with 
sleep, and guarded from danger. Day unto day, 
and night unto night certifies that thou art good« 
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and newt fdlest those who |mt their ixvast in 
thee. 

But, indulgent Lord, we acknowledge Aat we 
have not made that return for thy care and love, 
which we ought to have done. We have been 
ungrateful, and strayed far away from thee ; we 
have followed the devices of our own hearts ; we 
have done many things which were sinful in thy 
sight, and which merit thy severe judgments. We 
lament, O God, our wide departures from duty ; 
we lament also the general prevalence of sin. 
among the children of men. Though thy laws 
are holy, yet they are despised; though in the 
keeping of them there is great reward, yet are 
they transgressed. Our sins, O God, are mani- 
fold, and rise before thee like a dismal cloud. 
Selfishness and avarice, pride and envy, malice 
and hatred, reign in many hearts. Father, 
enable all to see the evil which every kind of fraud 
is calculated to produce, and may justice take the 
place of injustice, honesty of dishonesty, truth of 
falsehood, and all men walk uprightly. May he 
that has deceived, deceive no more ; and all who 
have lived in darkness, put off the old man with 
his deeds, and walk in newness of life. May 
there be an end of wrong, and strife and litigation. 
Gracious Father, may all realize that the world is 
one great family, bound together by a common 
interest, a common brotherhood, and a common 
destiny. Write thy law of love upon all hearts ; 
purify all ; mould all into thy image, and make 
all kmd, courteous, pitiful and tender-hearted. 

Preserve tcs, God, from deceit and fraud; 
make us honest in all our transactions, and 
may we never follow the multitude to do evil. 
8* 
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Ksep tki ehUiren ofthufmmifyfrom treacherff 
and wrong ; govern them by thy law, and mtoff 
they never be suffered tofoHow the unholy customs 
of a corrupt world. 

Omniscient God, enable us to realize that all 
things are known to thee, and that thou wilt re- 
ward every huuh according to his deeds. Wash 
us in the uood of the Lambt and own us, at last* 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



THE ADVANTAGES OF PREACHING. 

Retlections adapted to 1 Cor. i. Rom. x. Philip, i. 
—In estimating the advantages of pieBching, it is ne- 
cessary to consider that the pulpit is consecrated to the 
proclamation of God's word. It is the guardian of his 
honor and glory, and exhibits his wii^om, love and 
power. It declares the conquests of truth and grace, 
and points the sinner to the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world. Now, who can listen 
to such instructions, and not find himself enlight- 
ened, elevated and improved ? Who can listen to them 
and not be fortified against the strong attacks of error 
— the arts, intrigues and sophistries of infidel philoso* 
phers, and have his soul stored with those sentiments 
which lift it above everything low and degrading t 

While sitting under a true ministry, and listening to 
a description of the boundless mercy, the everlasting 
love, the unchanging justice, and the almighty power 
of God ; to the dying compassion, the impartial grace, 
and the triumphant resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; to the exhaustless provisions, the robes, palms, 
crowns and songs of heaven; we forget the earth, 
with its sordid interests, its vain amusements, its idle 
disputes, and its fierce conflicts ; and we live with €h>d, 
are Inspired with his love, and ready to join in the loud 
song ef thanksgiving. We ass changed into his image, 
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tnd flBed vntix his fulaeas. We aie nade new ere** 
tures, and feel the littieneee of things earthly, .and the 
greatness of things divine. 

Again ; it is the office of the pulpit to instruct man 
in his duty, and rouse him to a sense of his obligations. 
To see the importance of this, we have only to con- 
sider how liable all are to become unmindful of duty, 
and cherish feelings that estrange Ifom Gpod. Evfls 
steal upon the soul through a thousaiid avenues ; and 
while we may be fancjring ourselves free from their cor- 
rupting power, they may be exerting upon us a most 
baneful effect. Such being the case, it is necessary 
that we should often have our hearts dissected and laid 
open before us ; our characters so held up that we may 
see them as they are ; our sins numbered, and recorded 
for our serious reileetion ; oar consciences aroused, that 
they may quicken us in the discharge of our duty. A 
faithful pulpit can do all this, and make us try our- 
selves by those tests of character, furnished by him, 
who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. How great, 
then, is the amount of good which it can do. 

Let every faithful minister, then, have the hearty 
GO-operation of all vtrho love truth and virtue. 

PRAYER. 

O Lord God Almighty, the Foimtain of light 
and the Source of good, we come before thee in 
the name of Jesus Christ, and humbly beseech 
thee to have mercy upon us. Thou art the only 
living and true God ; thy love is impartial, and 
thy mercy everlasting. Assist us, indulgent 
Father, in our devotions, and make us duly thank- 
ful that we are still living upon the earth, and 
still enjoying the means of grace. 

We render thanks to thy name for all our reli- 
gious privileges ; that we live under the light of 
thy glorious Gospel, and are not left to grope our 
'9ney in the darkness of those sitting in t£e r^ion 



of the shadow of death. In great mercy hast 
thou given us an existence in this land of Chris- 
tian institutions. We bless thee for the Bible ; 
for the Sabbath ; for the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion ; and we praise thy name that we are fa- 
vored with the opportunity of hearing the Gospel. 
Lord, may we duly appreciate the privileges 
we enjoy, and never listen to thy word in vain. 
May we never be among those who despise the 
ministry thou hast given to the world ; but may 
we render thee constant praise for what it has 
done to enlighten the ignorant, reclaim the sinful, 
guide the wandering, and comfort the afilicted. 
God, we bless thee that the Gospel has ever 
sounded in our ears ; that we have heard its joy- 
ful tidings; that we have imbibed its peaceful 
spirit, and felt its elevating power. 

O wilt thou be with all who preach thy holy 
word, and crown their labors with abundant suc- 
cess. Give them health and strength, that they 
may devote themselves constantly to their work. 
Above all, we pray, that they may be so replen- 
ished with thy Spirit, and so exemplary in their 
walk and conversation, that they may be the 
means of turning many from sin, and promoting 
the knowledge and practice of religion. 

Smile, Lord, upon our Pastor. May he con- 
tinue a fearless defender of the truth, and a faith- 
ful watchman upon the walls of Zion. May he 
declare thy whole counsel; rightly divide thy 
word, and give to each a portion in due season. 
May he warn the careless, help the weak, and 
comfort the sorrowful. May he reprove, rebuke 
and exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine. 
Give to his people a listening ear, and an under- 
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8t««duiig heart ; may they all receive wkh cheer* 
fuhiess his instructions, and be faithful co-workers 
with him in those efforts calculated to advance 
thy cause. 

May we, O God, be faithful to him in all things, 
and prove our friendship by our reverence for his 
sacred office, our regard for his feelings, and our 
exertions to sustain the institutions of religion. 
Be with us this day, and may thy sanctuary be 
to our souls the gate of heaven. We ask these 
favors, and offer our thanks, in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



THE NECESSITY OF OBEDIENCE TO GOD. 

Reflections adapted to Ps. cxix. 1 — 16. Prov. i. 
Matt. V. 1 — SO. — ^Why does God require our obedience t 
Why is he so earnest in his call upon us to obey him, and 
walk according to his directions ? These are important 
qne^ons. We know that he derives no benefit from 
any service we can render. He is infinite, and is 
wboUy unaffected by what we say or do. If, then, it 
is not for his good, why does he demand our obedience f 
Has he an arbitrary will to gratify ? This cannot be, for 
he is a God of mercy and love, and can take no delight 
in what is useless or burdensome to man. His will is 
our happiness. It is evident, therefore, that he is thus 
QTgent to secure our obedience for no other reason than 
because it is essential to our welfare. Obedience and 
happiness are inseparably conjoined. 

in order to be satisfied of this, we have only to look 
at the Divine law. 

1. It demands that we should be temperate in all 
things. Disregarding this demand has been the most 
ftmtfnl source of sickness and suffering known to the 
woild. No person can give himself up to improper 
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iadolgeiioes, withoat haidng his exoeea Tinted whk 
groat bodily, if not mental and moral evils. The law 9 
4ien, is absolutely essential to health and happiness. 

2. The law is equally essential in the government of 
the heart. When the Divine requisitions are regarded, 
all our desires are duly regulated, and all bur afTections 
centred in objects that are holy and good. But when 
the law is trampled in the dust, hatred, revenge and 
eavy prey upon the heart, and render it the alKKle of 
wo. It is impossible, therefore, to have peace with- 
out obedience ; he that keeps not his heart lives in 
misery. 

Solomon has various figures to illustrate the effects 
of obedience and disobedience. Hear his languages 
" His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and 
he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. He shall 
die without instruction; and in the greatness of hia 
folly he shall go astray.'' *^ My fruit is better than 
gold, yea, than fine gold : and my revenue than choice 
silver. I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst 
of the paths of judgment : that I may cause those that 
love me to inherit substance ; and I will fill their trea- 
sures." According to these representations, a man 
conld no more look for health, while breathing the air 
of infection and death, than expect happiness while 
engaged in the service of sin. On the other hand, vir« 
tue is as much the life and happiness of the soul, as 
food is the life and strength of the body ; and he is just 
as wise who attempts to live without nourishment, as 
he who seeks for happiness without obedience. 

PRAYER. 

Unto thee, God, would we come, and to thee 
lift up our petitions. Thy mercy endureth for- 
ever. Every day makes known thy goodness. 
Thou hast conducted us through the occupations 
of another week, and permitted us, in the peace- 
ful shelter of this dwelling, on this holy moroing, 
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to look back upon thy providence which hath 
guided and protected us. O Lord, make this 
house the home of kindness and love, and enable 
us to live together in peace. 

We bless thee for that religion which sanctifies 
the afiections, and makes the earthly dwellings 
of thy people abodes of joy. Thanks to thy name 
that we have an existence in a Christian land, 
and that we are surrounded by the blessed insti- 
tutions of the Gospel. And, O God, most fer- 
vently do we pray that thy word may ever direct 
our steps. Forbid that we should look upon thee 
as an unjust Lord, demanding service which is 
unreasonable ; or hope for happiness while walk- 
ing in the path of disobedience. Help us to 
realize that thou art our infinite Friend, and 
requirest no duty not designed for our good. 
Open our eyes to behold thy love, in the obedi- 
ence thou dost demand, and in all thy prohibitory 
laws. Keep us from falling a prey to error, from 
listening to the deceptions of sin, and from running 
into any excess. May we deny all ungodliness, 
live soberly and righteously, and keep ourselves 
from the evil that is in the world. May we give 
our hearts to thee, and never refuse obedience to 
thy righteous laws. In the jiay of trial, when 
enemies assail us, may we be obedient; when 
true religion is despised and subjects its followers 
to persecution and reproach, may we be obedient ; 
when wealth and honor and pleasure would tempt 
our hearts, O then, may we be obedient. 0, 
indulgent Lord, may we always obey thee, and 
walk in thy commandments blameless. 

We lament that we have so often disregarded 
thy law and served so much our selfish passions. 
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With shame do we acknowledge that our henita 
have been too much given to the world, and that 
our hands have been too busy in doing our own 
will. Though we have daily shared thy bounty» 
and thy sun hath constantly shone upon our patn, 
we have served the creature more than the 
Creator. Fill us, O God, fill us with thy Spirit, 
and qualify us to perform our whole duty. Crush 
every impure desire, and lead us in the way ever- 
lasting. We are thine, O Lord, save us, and give 
us strength to do thy whole will. 

Smile upon our friends; guard them against 
sin ; direct them in the path of safety and peace ; 
s|»:ead their table with plenty, and fill their ci^ 
with blessings. Above all, make them willingly 
obedient. Father, let thy blessing attend vm 
during the week upon which we have entered, 
and finally save us and all men, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



ON HEARING THE WORD. 

Reflections adapted to James i. John iii. 1 Cor. ii- 
— ^It is a matter of great surprise with serious Chris- 
tians, that so many can attend, from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath, on the services of the sanctuary, and not be more 
benefitted than they are by the Grospel. We cannot 
attribute this to the unfaithfulness of ministers ; for it 
is believed that they generally reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine. Neither 
can we attribute it to any defect in the Gospel ; for that 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth. The difficulty lies principally with the hear- 
ers. Some of them are inattentive. Instead of listen- 
iag to the message delivsved, they aie fonniiig plan* 
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fbr Ae piOMQiitiDii of their temporal affiote, Uvmg tfr&i 
scenes of amusement, or wandering in the regions of 
fancy. Sach know nothing of the topics discussed or 
the duties urged ; and though they are punctual in 
their attendance from Sabhath to Sabbath, they remain 
ignorant under the instructions of the best and most 
ftithfdl teachers ! 

Others are inconsiderate hearers. They may listen 
with becoming attention to the preacher ; and, yet, 
never obtain any distinct views of the doctrines 
preached. The reason is, they do not consider what 
they hear ; they never reflect; they devote no time to 
investigation ; and, therefore, are not benefitted. 

Others fail to receive benefit from preaching, because 
they are critical hearers. They go to church, not to 
l#am the great doctrines of redemption, or imbibe the 
spirit of Christ, or have their virtuous resolutions 
strengthened ; but to be amused, to witness a display 
of talent or oratory, to obtain material for conversation, 
and to criticise the performances. Such hearers will 
complain of the gesticulation, the style of the compo- 
sition, or the nature of the doctrines enforced. Thus 
they go on criticising, till the minister's influence is 
destroyed, and the word made ineflfectual. 

Others fail to derive benefit from preaching, because 
they are prejudiced against the minister. Perhaps his. 
gesticulation is awkward; his style too plain or too 
ornamental ; his discourses too doctrinal or too praoticali 
too long or too short; his delivery too rapid or too 
slow. While any of these prejudices have possession 
of the soul, it is impossible to receive any great benefit 
from preaching : everything the minister says or does 
will be wrong. No matter how skilfully he may 
majiage the word of God, how faithfully he may 
delineate the Christian character, or how truly he may 
describe the maiesty and mercy of God, the tenderness 
and purity of Christ ; all he may say is useless to those 
who listen with the ear of, prejudice. He may make 
the sun shine with a more bnltiant lustre, the streams 
murmur with a softer melody, and enrobe creation in 
9 
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Mw beraty and splendor ; but to the prejodioed, he ie 

dull, uninteresting and tiresome. 

Thus we have before us some of the reasons why 
preaching does no more good. Let all hearers, there- 
fore, examine themselves, and seek to hear in such a 
manner as to be made wiser and better. They should 
listen to the command of him who said, Take heed haw 
ye hear, 

PRAYER. 

We adore thee, O Lord, as the Source of all 
wisdom and goodness; as our Father, Friend, 
and Saviour ; as that being worthy the praises of 
all hearts. We thank thee for that mercy which, 
has brought us to behold the light of another Sahr 
bath, and poured around us its cheerful beams. 
Give us thy Spirit to keep our devotion from 
growing cold and lifeless, and enable us to 
advance steadily and silently in knowledge and 
grace, like the dawning of the morning light. 

We bless thee for the Gospel of thy Son ; for 
the cheering views it gives of thy providence ; for 
the winning and corrective influence it exerts over 
our souls ; for the safe and pleasant paths into 
which it leads ; for the sacred ties in which it 
binds heart to heart, and for the sure hope which 
it inspires of another and a better life. O Lord, 
we acknowledge that if without this Gospel, we 
should be in darkness ; ignorant of thy purposes 
of mercy, and the conclusion to which thy govern- 
ment is tending ; ignorant of our duty, and the 
way of life and peace, and ignorant of that glori- 
ous world which thou hast prepared for all men. 

Ever gracious Lord ! we bless thy name for all 
that the Gospel has done for the perfection of our 
minds ; for the purification it has wrought in our 
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hearts ; for the rank to which it has elevated as ; 
for the holy virtues with which it has clothed us. 
We bless thee for all it has done for the world ; 
for the agency it has exerted in removing evil, in 
ameliorating the condition of the poor and op* 
pressed, and fitting the nations for freedom and 
mdependence. O Lord, continue thy blessing , 
upon the Gospel. Watch over it with thy peculiar 
care; arm it with thy power; extend its reign 
from sea to sea, and may it be the guide and sup- 
port of all nations; cause its light to illumine 
every mind ; give it entire sway over the whole 
world. 

To this end, bless thy ministering servants ; 
rule their hearts ; strengthen their hands ; and 
give success to their labors. Etidue them with 
wisdom from above; inspirit them with a holy, 
heavenly zeal ; and grant that they mav be faith- 
ful in proclaiming their message of life and 
peace. 

Smile, O God, upon those who bear thy word 
dispensed. May they listen with attention and can- 
dor, and be free from those prejudices and worldly 
it^fluences, which render the Gospel a savor of 
death unto death. Help all to feel the importance 
of the Gospel ; and the necessity of listening to 
its instructions, that they may be converted from 
sm, and made children of God. 

O Lord, may we never be among those, who 
have eyes to see, but see not ; ears to hear, but 
hear not ; hearts to understand, but understand 
not. May we never be careless, inattentive,* pre- 
judiced, or critical hearers ; but may we so hear 
as to be made wiser and better. 

Watch over us this day ; keep us in thy fear ; 
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wdoQ our sins, and sajre ufb tbr<«jigl| Jfmm 
Christ. Amen. 



TRUST IN GOD. 

RxFLSCTioNs adapted to Psalm xxy. Fsslm uadw. 
Isaiah xxvi. — ^^ It is better," says David, ** to trust in 
the Lord, than to put confidence in man : it is better to 
trust in the Lord than to put confidence in princes.'* 
But why better 1 What renders Jehovah so worthy of 
Gonfidence? Let David answer: *'The Lord is my 
strong^. The right hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. " 
" Blessed be the Loid, my strong, my goodness and 
my fortress ; my high tower and deliverer ; my shield, 
and he in whom I trust." 

According to these representations, God must have 
infinite wisdom and power ; and be the Supreme Ruler 
of heaven and earth. Without wisdom he would be 
liable to err, and without power unable to execute his 
designs. Hence it is said, His understanding is infi- 
nite, and his power almighty. These two attiibates 
constitute the strength of Jehovah, and render him a 
Rock, a Fortress, a high Tower, — ^the securit^r and 
defence of the world. £1 these consist his superiority 
over all other gods. Through these he is able to '< do 
whatever seemeth unto him good." 

But wisdom and power are not alone sufficient to 
render God worthy of trust; for, unless he is good, 
they may be employed in working out the ruin of his 
people. The Psalmist oflen gives the goodness of God 
8s a reason for trusting in him. I&s lan^age is, 
'* Happy is he, whose trust is in the Lord, which keep- 
eth troth forever ; which executeth judgment for the 
oppressed; which giveth food to the hungry; which 
looseth the prisoners ; which openeth the eyes of the 
blind ; which raiseth up them that sre bowed down ; 
which zelievsth the fatherless and the widow." *<llie 
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Loird is gracious and full of compassion ; slow to anger 
and of great mercy." ^* The Lord is good unto aU, 
and bis tender mercies are over all his works." 

The goodness of Jehovah is one of his most endear- 
ing attributes ; it is this that causes him to seek, per- 
petually, the promotion of human happiness, and pecu- 
uarly recommends all his plans to our admiration. 
How, then, can we distrust God ! What if he hides 
his face in judgment? He is still our Father. What 
if he visits us with affliction? He does not afflict 
willingly. In all his dealings, he is actuated by infi- 
nite goodness, and guided by infinite wisdom. 

PRAY£R. 

Almighty and ever-living God ! in whose hand, 
are our times, and whose are all our ways ; we 
humbly acknowledge our entire dependence upon 
thee. We are weak, but thou art mighty ; we 
are sinful, but thou art holy ; we are mortal, but 
thou art immortal. All thy works praise thee, 
and declare the infinity of thy wisdom, power and 
goodness. But, O Lord, though raised far above 
our highest conceptions; though clothed with 
majesty, and encircled with ineffable glories, we 
can draw near to thy mercy-seat, and hold com- 
munion with thee. Unchanging and impartial 
love is revealed in all thy ways ; and thy voice of 
mercy is constantly speaking to our hearts. To 
that voice, O Father, may we ever listen. And, 
when visited with sorrow, when our home is 
made desolate by the wastes of disease and time, 
may we not give way to feelings of despair ; but 
may we have strength to bear all the afflictions 
thou shalt send, and be enabled to say, " Thy will, 
O God, be done." 

Oracious Lord! in thee may our trust be 
9* 
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placed. Thou ait from everlasting to evearlaating ; 
thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds ; thy 
tender mercies extend to all men; thy com- 
passions are infinite ; thy greatness is incompre- 
hensible. 0, ever blessed Father ! when troubles 
pour upon us, when the enjoyments by which 
our earthly state is blessed, shall be taken away ; 
when the friends in whom we rejoice shall f2dl 
from our sight, may we be sustained by a firm 
trust in thee. Forbid that we should confide in 
an arm of flesh ; that we should have no higher 
or firmer hope than earth can give. Forbid that 
affliction should weaken our confidence in thee, 
as a wise, holy and merciful Governor; and 
may we remember that thou dost not afflict will- 
ingly, nor grieve thy children ; but that love 
ordains every trial, and forms every cloud which 
overshadows our path. In all seasons of distress 
may we fly to thee for refuge. And, God, 
may we ever find the gates of mercy unfolded, 
atid the fountains of life pouring forth their 
streams of comfort. Suffer us not to feel, in Ihe 
day of trial, that we are forsaken of thee ; but 
may thy presence, then, cheer and encourage 
us. 

Immortal Father! may we realize the short- 
ness of life ; that our steps are few and falter- 
ing ; and that, though the creatures of yesterday, 
we may depart to-morrow. O wilt thou prcr 
pare us for all life's dangers ; and enable us, by 
devout meditation and a firm trust in thee, to 
meet with composure whatever thy wisdom and 
goodness may appoint. 

Smile, Lord, upon our relatives and friendif^ 
and mjay their trust ever be in thee. S^aile 
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qpon all who are in affliction, and chaer them 
hy thy precious promises. Watch over us during 
this day ; guide us and support us through life, 
and finally save us, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



DUTIES OF CHILDREN. 

Reflections adapted to Pa. cxix. 1 — 16. Prov. adv. 
Col. iii.— " Honor thy father and mother," is one of 
the most important commands God has given. It im- 
plies that cMldren should ever treat their parents with 
the highest respect ; obey cheerfully their laws ; assida^ 
ously consult their wishes, and do what they can for 
their support if reduced to want. 

This command is reasonable and just. Parents pro- 
vide for the temporal wants of their children ; and 
bestow unnumbered blessings upon them before their 
infant minds can know whence they oome. Parents 
have wisdom, judgment and experience, and know what 
is best for their children. How proper, therefore, that 
they should be obedient in all things. 

The world is full of examples exhibiting the terrible 
effects of filial disobedience. How many, in conse- 
quence of this, have plunged into the worst of excesses, 
and brought upon themselves the most terrible evils 
which it is possible for human beings to endure. Look 
at the Prodigal Son. He was impatient under the 
wholesome restraints of home ; he was headstrong, and 
wished to have his own way, and he left his father's 
house. No sooner did he commence following the 
dictates of his passions and judgment, than he began to 
mingle in vicious company ; to follow the practices of 
the most abandoned, and to spend his money in riot and 
dissipation. His career was disgraceful and ruinous ; 
and, in a short time, we behold him reduced to a state 
of tha moat eztrame waat and wretehednesa. It haa 
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bien the aane widi dimisuidB and tbouaands. Tnlf 
did Moses say, '' Coised be he that setteth light by hi*, 
father or mother/* 

Filial obedience was held in the highest estimatioii 
by the Athenians. Hence their law says, " He that 
is nndutifttl to rarents shall be incapable of holding any 
office " The Romans entertained a similar opinion ; 
for they ordained that a son, who would not, if able, 
relieve the wants of an aged father, should be hia 
father's slaye for life. 

PRAYER. 

OvB Father, who art in heaven ! thou art our 
(Sod, and we will praise thee ; our father's God, 
and we will exalt thy name. In the hours of 
sleep, when we could not defend ourselves, thou 
hast been our security. By night and by day, 
hast thou been ouf guardian, hope and salvation. 
Bich and varied have been the expressions of thy 
goodness ; constant and untiring has been thy 
care. O Lord, while we muse upon thy mercies, 
kindle within us the sacred flame of devotion, and 
let our thoughts, rising to heaven, bring back an 
influence which shall purify our hearts from all 
sin. 

Thou hast, indulgent Father, conferred upon 
us many exalted blessings. We give thanks to 
thy name for all we have received from thee ;'and 
especially for the care we have been enabled to 
exercise over our children ; for the provision we 
have been permitted to make for their wants ; and 
for all we have done to secure their honor, esteem, 
and love. 

Eternal Lord, help our children to realize their 
obligations to thee, and to their earthly parents. 
O impress thy laws upon their hearts, aiid under 



its bleated isfluence may they rigbdy perfonn ifl 
thieir duties. Help them to realize that thy laws 
^e eveil^tingl^ fit and proper, and founded oa 
that which is right ^nd reasonable. May they 
see that parental authority was derived from thee^ 
and be convinced of the folly of resisting that 
authority. From inclination and a sense of duty, 
may they hearken to the instruction of their 
father, and forsake not the law of their mother. 
Dispose them to pay a diligent regard to the 
couoBels of wisdom and experience, and find the 
reward of obedience in the approvin^s of con- 
science, and in an extended and useful life. As 
thev grow in years, may they grow more willing 
and solicitous to honor their parents, live in thy 
fear, and be guarded ftom every evil way. Fm^ 
bid that they should be lifted up with pride and 
self-conceit, or vainly imagine that the counsels 
of youth are better than those of age ; and that 

Sreater peace and security can be enjoyed by 
espising the authority under which they are 
placed* Should poverty come upon us, may they 
relieve our waats; should infirmities enfeeble 
oar powers, may they be our support. May they 
be ever anxious for our welfare, attentive to our 
desires, and untiring in their exertions to make life 
happy. 

O Lord, thou art alike the God of the aged and 
the young ; thy instructions are suited to all 
classes and conditions ; thou art the Guide of the 
inexperienced, the Counsellor of the ignorant, the 
Comfort of the aged, and the Hope of the sick. Be 
with us, O Lord, and grant us thy blessing. We 
have sinned against thee, and done that which 
Wild ofiensive in thy sight. fatfpYe us, gxaciouf 



101 DUTIB8 or PARKKTB. 

Father ; cleanse our hearts from evil, and enabfe 
us ever to walk in love. We ask these favors in 
the name of Jesus Christ, through whom, unto 
thee, shall he given all the praise forever and 
ever. Amen. 



DUTIES OF PARENTS. 

Rbflsotions adapted to Prov. xxii. Eph. vi. Beat* 
vi.— There is no relation in life, imposing sueh respon- 
sibilities, as that which parents sustain to their chil- 
dren. By this relation, they are bound to protect, feed 
and clothe them, and to train them up in the ways of 
knowledge and yirtue. The children are helpless, and 
anable to provide for themselves ; they are ignorant, 
and know not what is for their interest. Gkid has, 
therefore, ordained that parents shall be their guardian* 
and guides ; defend them against all evil, and give 
them all the advantages for mental and moral improve- 
ment which circumstances will permit. Hence it is 
said, " He that provideth not for his own, has denied 
the faith, and is worse than an infidel." " Train up a 
child in the way he should go, and when he is old, ho 
will not depart from it." " Fathers, proVoke not your 
cliildren to wrath, but train them up in the muture and 
admonition of the Lord." On the faithful performance 
of these duties depend, in a great degree, the virtue 
and peace of children. If neglected, and allowed to 
ffrow up without intellectual and moral culture, but 
faint hopes can be entertained of their usefulness and 
happiness. How great, then, is the responsibility of 
parents. It is for them to say, whether their childreu 
shall lead idle, sinful and wretched lives, or whether 
they shall be honored, useful and happy. Let them 
provide faithfully for all their wants ; oppose all their 
mdinations to vice and irreligion ; set before them a 
good example; hold the reins of parental authority 



with a iteady hand ; nerer speak or punish in aiig«r; 
never perform an act or utter a word which it would be 
improper for them to imitate. Let no parents suppose 
it is enough to teach by precept ; they must teach by 
example aJso, or they will be the worst enemies of theur 
ehildren. 

PRAYER. 

O THOU, who art the Former of our bodies and 
ike Father of our spirits, we would render praise 
to thy name for our creation, and for the endear- 
ing relations we sustain to each other. We 
Tejoice that we are social beings, and are per- 
mitted to participate in the varied pleasures of 
life. Especially do we rejoice in the ties of kin- 
dred ; that the sweets of home are ours, and that 
thou hast surrounded us with children, to whom 
oar hearts are so fondly endeared. Lord, 
enable us to realize that their usefulness and hap- 
piness depend chiefly upon the manner in which 
we discharge our duty, in supplying |heir wants 
and moulding their characters. Give us abidinr 
eonvictions of the value of good instructions, and 
the necessity of early religious impressions. En- 
lighten and direct us in the choice of proper 
means for cultivating pious and virtuous prin- 
ciples in their tender minds. Help us carefully 
to watch their tempers, and earnestly to oppose 
their earliest inclinations to sin. Give us grace 
to exercise over them a wholesome authority, and 
by proper discipline to correct their faults and im- 
prove their minds. Above all, may our examples 
be pure, and such as may be safely imitated. May 
we never give way to feelings of impatience, or 
punish them with undue severity. Save us, O 
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Lord, firom churlishness and mhttmanity ; fkfiii 
weakness and improper indulgences ; from par- 
tiality, and every error and sin which can exert 
over them an unnoly influence. 

Gracious God ! may we never be doomed ta 
see our children the slaves of sin. protect 
them from the snares of the world ; sufier them 
not to throw off restraint, but keep them in thy 
fear, and enable them to spend their days in thy 
service. We ask not that they may be -rich, and 
elevated to the high seats of worldly honor ; bis^ 
we ask that they may be governed by thy laws, 
directed in the paths of wisdom, and honor thee 
in all their ways. 

Ever-living God ! spare their lives and Uess 
them with health. May we be so favored of thee 
as to enjoy their society, and share their kind 
attentions, when age has enfeebled our powers, or 
sickness laid us upon the bed of languishing. 
Give them prosperity in every laudable ander- 
taking ; defend them against the disasters of die 
world, and render their journey on earth easf 
and happy. 

Be with and bless the ttbsent, Prmteot them 
\htm — her] from all danger, and let thy mercy he 
over them [him — her,] Let not sickness or calamiiy 
he their [his — her] portion ; hut through thy good' 
ness may it be peacBj prosperity and a long Itfe, 

Hear us, Lord, and give us answers of 
peace, and thine, throu^ Jesus Chiiat, our Loidl^ 
ehall be all the praise. Amen. 
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RsFLECTioilai adapted to Exod. xvi. 99---36. £x($d. 
zx. Luke Ti. 1 — 11. — ^The Lord has set apart one day 
in seven to be devoted to rest, pious meditation and 
public worship. In order to be convinced of the wis- 
dom of this arrangement, let us consider, — 

1. The tyranny and avarice of the rich. They doom 
those in their employ to constant toil, and often drive 
them far beyond the endurance of human strength. 
Hard, indeed, is the lot of those in any way dependent 
on men thus cruel. And yet, bow large a proportion 
of our race are thus dependent. What a merciful pro- 
vision to such is the Sabbath ! On this blessed day 
they can rest £rom their toil, and give their wasted 
powers time to regain their strength. Besides^ all 
who rest one day in seven, can perform more labor in a 
year than those who take no time for rest. This is 
the opinion of the most distinguished physicians of the 
World. 

d. When immersed in the cares and perplexities o^ 
life, it is impossible to fix %h^ mind upon the sublime 
truths which God has revealed for our guidance astd 
happiness. In order to gain a knowledge of those 
truths, and have our hearts brought under their influ- 
ence, we must retire occasionally from the world, and 
give ourselves to reading and pious meditation. How 
essential, thcni, is the Sabbath. Were it abolished, w6 
could have tio hope for religion. All men would be 
wholly controlled by things temporal. 

3. rubhc wor^p is the most efficient meads evdr 
appointed te enlighten the mind, impress truth upon thtf 
heart, and tender mankind holy. Not only dxe the 
worshippers benefitted by the singing, prajnng and 
preaching, ()ut also by the sympathy which assemblinff 
togetner awakens ; by the manners and examples of 
each other, and by forgetting, for a season, th6 foHies, 
attuMnaeiLfi', caMtf a^ pefj^exitie* of life, 
10 
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How important, then, is the Sabbath ! Surely, a 
day 80 valuable should never be profaned ; all should 
keep it holy. Instead of being devoted to labor, travel- 
ling, visiting, or amusement, it should be devoted to 
rest, pious meditation, and public worship. 

PRAYER. 

Almighty Maker of heaven and earth, who 
art glorious in holiness and infinite in love, we 
would lift our souls in gratitude to thee, for the 
rich manifestations of thy mercy, and for thy 
unwearying care and kindness. Each returning 
day brings fresh supplies of thy goodness, and 
lays us under renewed obligations to love and 
serve thee. Wonderful art thou, God, in thy 
adorable perfections. The heavens and the earth 
are full of the majesty of thy glory. 

We thank thee, heavenly Father, for the means 
of grace, and especially for thy mercy in Christ 
Jesus. Honor to thy name, that when we were 
vile and sinful, thou didst send him to die for our 
redemption. We bless thee for all his labors and 
sufferings, and for all the institutions which he 
gave to the world. We rejoice that he was Lord 
of the Sabbath ; and that he consecrated it to 
prayer, praise and religious improvement. May 
we remember that on this day he rose from the 
dead, and gave immortal hope to a dying world. 
O God, mercifully grant that none may profane a 
day so holy, and which awakens associations so 
sacred. Forbid that the cares and sinful pleasures 
of the world should engross the attention of any 
on this day ; and grant that all may keep it 
according to thy gracious purpose in its appoint- 
ment. May the Spirit be witn all who unite in 
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thy worship. Sanctify their affections, and help 
them to withdraw their thoughts from worldly 
cares, to have their conversation in heaven, and 
to worship thee in spirit and in truth. May the 
power of godliness possess their hearts. Make 
them sensible, Lord, how great are the privi- 
leges of thy sanctuary ; and how blessed it is to 
enter thy gates with thanksgiving and thy courts 
with praise. Wilt thou accompany thy word 
with power, and adapt it to the wants of all who 
hear it. May the wicked be awakened to righ- 
teousness, and flee from the curse of sin. Alarm 
the careless, help the weak, and reclaim the wan- 
dering. 

Righteous Lord, be with us this day, and 
enable us to keep it holy. Make us thankful 
that we have been favored again with its weekly 
return ; and, when we repair to thy temple, may 
it be to gain new strength, and to hold com- 
munion with thee: May we not be of those who 
are ever learning and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth ; but may we receive with 
meekness and joy the ingrafted word, which is 
able to save the soul. 

Great God ! hear t« in behalf of these children. 
O niay they love the Sabbath ; love thy courts ; 
love thy lata. 

Assist us and all men with thy heavenly grace ; 
direct all hearts to the attainment of life ; and in 
all the pains and dangers to which we are sub- 
jected, may we have thy most gracious caret 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE SCRIPTURES A UGHT. 

Father of lights, with whom there is no va- 
lidbleness, and in whom there is no darkness at 
all, to thee we come as the Saurce of wisdom and 
truth, the Fonntua of goodness and love, in hum- 
ble and fervent prayer for thy blessing and direc- 
tion. O Lord, thou hast graciously encouraged 
us to seek thy ihce in prayer. Thou hast caUed 
upoa us to put our trust in thee, and to ask of 
Ihee the preserving and guiding influences of thy 
Holy Spirit, of which always we have so great 
need. 

Msioiful Father, we desire to bring to thee our 
ofiering of thanks, that thou hast not left us with- 
out a witness of thy truth and loving-kindness. 
Thou hast given unto us the written word of thy 
tiuth as a lamp unto our feet, and a light to our 

SLth. And devoutly do we thank thee, most 
oly One, that therein thy will and our duty are 
so clearly and fully revealed, and the way point- 
ed out which leadeth into the green pastures and 
bv the still waters of the divine life of faith and 
obedience. 
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We pTay» Father in heaven, that thou wilt en* 
able us diligently to study thy holy Word, that 
we may become daily more and more acquainted 
with its requirements and counsels for the life 
that DOW is, and with its solemn and beautiful 
revelations of the life that is to come. O Lord, 
may our souls be filled with the glorious light of 
thy truth, and our hearts be quickened by it into 
newness of life and new obedience. Help us to 
accept the teachings of thy word in all things, 
that we may be able to put away every wrong 
thought and act, and follow after all righteous- 
ness, and so continually grow in the knowledge 
and grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

And in the hour of temptation and peril, when 
the heart is weak, and the soul is darkened with 
the shadows of sin, Father, then may the word 
of thy truth pour in its blessed radiance, till the 
darkness and the shadows shall pass from the 
soul, till all passion and wrong shall be banished, 
and light and holiness alone dwell in the inner 
sanctuary. So may we be preserved in the evil 
hour, and, though we walk in the night time, a 
light as of the sun of righteousness be upon our 
pathway continually. 

And in the day of adversity and trial, wilt 
thou. Father of lights, be with us, and cause thy 
face graciously to shine upon us. When the 
spirit is oppressed, and clouds and darkness are 
around it — when the burthen of sorrow and suf- 
fering is upon the heart, and every pulse is with 
pain — O thou merciful and compassionate Parent, 
grant unto us then the consolations of thy love, 
and the comforting influences of thy word. May 
its calm and holy light be shed abroad in thesoult. 
10=^ 



till i% shall bs glad, even as: the iiigfat<ilad earth 
wJti^ ib^ morning light ie bieal^iiig;. 

i^n^t at last, when tha day of life is dirawiQg tm 
ita c1qs6) and the shadows of deafch are gathering 
i^hou^ us» may the teachings of thy ward he 
preseiit with ijUi, and the revektions of imnuurtal 
life dwell with us as angdia of light, till the glen- 
oid b^uty of the apirit-rworld shaU be opened toi 
the soul, and we shall enter into thy holy pxes^ 
enoei and in the light of thy counto»ance rejoice 
fog^ ^ermoce. Amen. 



INVyTATIONS OF THE GOSPEL. 

O THOU, unto whom all flesh shall come, and in 
whose presence is the soul's highest good, we 
thank th^e that thou, hast so appointed thy works 
and thy proTidence, that they all teach us of thee 
and of thy goqdness, and are full of influences to 
awaken our confidence in thee, and to draw us in 
nearness of love and trust and obedience unto thee. 
And we thank thee that in that still brighter and 
more glorious manifestati<m of thyself which thou 
hast given in the gospel of thy Son, we find the 
same lessons more iully taught, and the same in-* 
fluences more richly abounding — that there, as 
everywhere, we see the impress of thy love and 
manifestations of thy mercy, and that, as nowhere 
else, we ca;n behold thee revealed as our Father, 
speaking to us as unto children, beckoning and 
inviting us to thee, holding out thine arms unto 
iis,Qnd pleading with us through thy Son, — Be ye 
reconciled to God. We thank thee for all those 
isntations of mercy, which, as i^ixp^rs and wan- 
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derers from our home and our Father's house, we 
find there addressed to us-^fer that voice of ten« 
derness with which Jesus speaks to us, saying. 
Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest, — and if any man 
thirst, let him come to me and drink ; and for all 
those tender expostulations with which thou hast 
caused us there to be admonished, and by which 
thon seekest to bring us unto thee. may our 
heaxts be touched in view of the interest thou 
hast in all these things manifested in us and our 
welfare, and may it be given us to realize from 
what and to what we are thus invited and called, 
— ^how, by the voice of thy Son, thou dost invite 
us away from passion and sin, from disobedience 
and misery, from wandering amidst the unsatis- 
factory and fleeting things of this world, to purity 
and peace, to forgiveness and rest, to the highest 
and truest development and gratification of that 
spiritual nature, which thou hast bestowed upon 
us, to a near communion with thee and an inti- 
mate enjoyment of thy presence, to that holiness 
which is heaven. And O, realizing these things, 
may it be ours to heed and obey the invitations 
thus given to us. Give power to every influence 
which breathes around us to soften our hearts, 
and to reconcile us in love and obedience to thee. 
Let thy truth and grace be mighty to convert and 
sanctify us, and to form us, in obedience to his 
calls, in the image of Christ. Let thy kingdom 
come, and thy will be done on earth as it is done 
in heaven, till, at last, thy people shall be con- 
formed to thy law, and beatified in thine imme- 
diate presence, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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PROMISES OF THE GOSPEL. 

Thou great and everywhere present God, our 
Father and our Friend, we recognise thee as the 
Source of all'our blessings, and feel that thou art 
ever good and gracious. For every token of thy 
love, and for every manifestation of thine interest 
in us, we thank thee. Above all, would we be 
ever grateful for what thou hast bestowed upon 
us through thy Son in the gospel ; — for all that is 
presented there to instruct, to comfort and 
strengthen, to redeem and sanctify thy children. 
We would at this time especially remember with 
devout and grateful feelings, those rich and abun- 
dant promises which thou hast there given — ^the 
promise of thy Spirit to guide, of thy love to com- 
fort, of thy truth to teach, of thy care to protect, 
and of thy grace to save us. We bless thee that 
through thy promise we can feel that, as one who 
careth for us, thou art ever near us, aad wilt 
never leave nor forsake us ; numbering the very 
hairs of our heads, and suffering no evil thing to 
come upon us. We thank thee for the promise, 
that unto those who love and serve thee aright, 
seeking to dwell near unto thee by faith in Jesus 
Christ, shall be given that kingdom which con- 
sisteth not in meat and drink, but in righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. And, O 
God, as we feel ourselves in a world of sin and 
pain, as we realize the disobedience and iniquity 
of men, and how they wander from thee and from 
the delights of thy presence, and how the joys of 
earth are all fleetmg, and misfortune, and sorrow, 
and death ever hover around our path, we bless 
and glorify thee that thou, Ahnighty and all-wise, 



h^aii promised a time when Christ shall bavf 
drawn all men unto himself — ^when there shull be 
no more sin, or pain, or tears, or death, and thou 
fihalt be all in all. 0, for these exceeding great 
and precious promises, we thank thee. Teach 
us more and more to realize their greatness and 
excellence, and to feel thy love as manifested in 
them. And may we, having these promises, 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of thee ; 
and in the midst of life's discouragements, and 
mysteries, and trials ; in the midst of sin, and pain, 
and adversity, through life always, and in death, 
may the fulness of their blessed influences be 
shed abroad within us ; and finally, with a world 
ransomed according to thy promise, receive us to 
thyself, and to the fruition of all our hopes in the 
better home on bighi through Jesus Christ, 
AmeUf 



HUMIUTY. 

Ever-living God, thy children humbly bow 
themselves before thee in prayer, and in the de*- 
pendency of their nature, would look, up and bless 
thy name for food and raiment — ^for life and its 
abundant blessings. We are pensioners on the 
common comforts thou art so constantly bestow- 
ing on our common race ; and we acknowledge 
that thy good providence has ever ministered its 
mercies unto us, in the midst of all our wants. 
The same hand that stretched out the visible he£^- 
vens, and garnished them with their curtains of 
beivotyi liAm gifted us with an earthly exist^c^^ 
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that is subject to the Divine care, and that must 
receive every aid from God. But thou hast not 
forsaken us — thou hast never left us comfortless. 
While the upper worlds have engaged thy notice 
or claimed thy sustaining strength, — ^man nas also 
seen thy favor surrounding every step of his pil- 
grimage, and the necessities of his feeble nature 
have been unable to escape thy ceaseless regard. 
Let us learn to justly consider the greatness of 
thy compassion towards us, as we are thus made 
the favored subjects of thy tender solicitude for 
our welfare, — and having a clear conception of the 
great things thy goodness has done for us, let us 
be humble in heart and reverent in thought before 
thee. Teach us that life itself is the permission 
of thy pleasure ; and with the evidences of thy 
greatness spread over us in the heavens above, and 
speaking to us from the earth beneath, may we 
see our own littleness, and learn from it to walk 
in thy sight as best becomes our false estate. 
Gird our hearts with that good spirit, that shall 
enable us to weigh our worth in the balance of 
the universe, — and finding that we are but a mote 
in the midst of immensity, may our pride be 
humbled — may we be suomissive to thy will. 
Give us strength to forsake the folly of the world 
— ^to throw down its glittering idols — to turn 
away from its golden dust, and obey thee in all 
truth and earnestness of heart. Forbid, in thy 
wisdom, that we should glory in the feeble gifts 
with which thou hast blessed us — forbid that 
the temptations of earth should steal aw^ay our 
affections from thee, or that the empty echo of 
this world's applause should cause us to exult in 
our own strength. Let us turn froni the vanity 
of these things, and learn the great lesson of hu- 
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miiity — ^that God is infinite, while man is finite 
in his nature. Be with us, in the rich abundan- 
cy of thy goodness, to write these truths in our 
hearts, — and let them shine out brightly on our 
path in life. Thou art wise, and thy wisdom is 
able to enlighten our minds — its voice can call us 
again from our wayrirardness and our wanderings 
— it can bring us back to thee. May we thus 
become the objects of thy governing goodness — 
and thus be brought into a hallowed and near 
communion with thyself. Guide and guard us 
in life's perilous pilgrimage — enable us to confide 
in thee in the day of earthly duty — and exalt us 
finally above these scenes of strife and sorrow* 
And thine shall be all the praise. Amen. 



GOD*S SUPERINTENDING CAKE. 

God of all goodness and grace, — we stand up 
on the shores of this lower world, to make ac- 
knowledgments for that supervision thou art ever 
exercising over all things that live below the sun. 
Our life is an evidence of its existence — and the 
multitude of mercies that surround that life on 
every hand, are but the living witnesses that tes- 
tify to the same great truth. Thou wast pleased 
to guard our steps, in the early years of infancy, 
from the ills of the world — thou hast extended 
the same blessings to us when in the might of our 
manhood; and time, in its onward flight, and 
years, as they roll along, ever continufe to tell us, 
that God governs all things for good. Thou hast 
measured out the number of our days in accord- 
ance with the same superintending care, — and 
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the temporal bounties that thicken ftnd ibtong 
about our path, are the precious proofis of thy re- 
gard for a world that is lying in want. If we 
rise from a view of these wonderful works of thy 
hand in the outer world — ^if we inouire for the 
provision thou hast made for the wiaer wants of 
the human soul, — we shall here see a display of 
thy most abundant grace. While the earthly 
body has been fed with the fruit of the ground, — 
the soul itself, — that ever-living emanation from 
thyself, has been nourished with bread from fae»> 
ven. When we were without God atid without 
hope — when our souls were sad, and darkiiea* 
shut our sight, — thou wast pleased to reveal thy- 
self most gloriously unto us — ^to drive away our 
doubts, and cheer us in the midst of our sadness. 
Since then, the spiritual man has put on his 
strength, — ^bright hopes hover around his path- 
way, and a faith that fills his heaxt with joy, has 
thrown its radiance over the scenes of the future. 
By these glorious gifts, life is cheered by a voice 
that speaks to us in the language of peace ; and 
its soothing accents are able to hush our sorrows 
and dry our tears away. Give us confidence in 
these rich revelations of thy divine wiUV-^and 
may that confidence be increased as the things of 
time and earth shall pass from our sight And 
when life itself shsdl have accomplished thy 
pleasure, and its last, lingering sands have run 
their allotted course, wilt thou lift us up on high, 
and bless us with life and love, in a day withoiM 
darkness — in a world without sin. AraeR. 
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THE GOSPEL. 



THOU, who art the Father and Friend of mani 
we would bow ourselves before thy throne, and 
worship thee in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. We would render our united thanks to 
thee, that thou hast created us in thine own im* 
age, capable of contemplating thy mighty works 
and ways, and of rejoicing in the blessings of the 
gospel We give thee praise for all thy gifts, and 
especially for the religion of thy Son. Lord, 
we feel that we can never be sufficiently thankful 
for this rich blessing. Adored be thy name for 
the instruction it imparts ; for the consolation it 
brings to the afflicted, and for the revelation it 
makes of thy adorable character. We thank thee, 
righteous (xod, that it enables us to look to thee 
as the Father and Friend of all mankind, and to 
put our trust in thee for time and for eternity. 

We thank thee for the gracious assurance it 
gives of life and immortality in another and a 
better world, where the parting tear shall not 
flow, nor the pangs of separation be felt ; where 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
crying, neither any more pain. We thank thee 
for the encouragement it gives to the virtuous, 
and for the inducement it holds out to the sinner 
to repent and turn to God, and walk in the way 
of duty. O may we gladly receive its instruc- 
tions into good and honest hearts, and ever rejoice 
in obeying its commands. May we constantly 
feel its sacred influence, and be governed by its 
benign spirit. 
11 
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Wilt thou forgive our ingratitude and opposi* 
tion to thee. Forgive all our sins, and assist us 
to live nearer to thee, and he more devoted to the 
religion of thy Son. May its power he felt, 
and its blessings enjoyed by the whole family of 
man, that thy kingdom may come, and thy will 
he done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Lord, wilt thou bestow upon us all needed 
blessings. Make us kind and courteous, and 
enable us to seek each others' good in all things. 
Suffer us not to be influenced by anger, ill-will, 
or revenge ; but may we patiently bear with each 
other, and cherish a gentle and forgiving tem- 
per. May our home evei; be the abode of true 
peace and joy. Make us not only kind to each 
other, but kind to all men. May we love our 
enemies ; bless those who curse us, and do good 
to those that hate us and despiteJ^Uy use us. 

We ask these favors and offer these thanks, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, through whom to thee 
shall be given all the praise, forever. Amen. 



HUMILITY AND PRAYER. 

THOU, who hearest and answerest prayer, in 
obedience to thy holy will, we humbly bow our- 
selves at thine altar, that we may worship thee as 
the high and holy Huler of heaven and earth, he- 
fore whom angels reverently bov^r, and arch- 
angels veil their faces. 

With what deep humility should v^re, thy erring 
children, approach thy throne ! When we reflect 
that we are bowing before a Being of infinite 
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purity, and offering our feeble prayer with those 
noly beings who pay to thee unceasing homage, 
we feel our great unworthiness of so exalted a 
service, and humbly pray that our petition may 
be acceptable, and call down thy blessing. 

We rejoice, most merciful Father, that -thy con- 
descension and love are so great toward thy chil- 
dren, that, notwithstanding our sins and ingrati- 
tude, thou hast encouraged our addresses to thee, 
and promised gracious answers to our prayers. 
We would, therefore, with child-like confidence, 
filial fear and reverence, raise our thoughts to 
thee, and address the throne of thy grace in humble 
prayer. O may we duly appreciate this gracious 
privilege, and never be among those who draw near 
to thee with their lips, while their hearts are cold 
and indifferent ; but may we ever offer thee the 
sacrifices of a broken and contrite spirit. Wilt 
thou, O Lord, enable us to realize that we are in 
thy sacred presence, holding communion with a 
Being of infinite wisdom, almighty power, and 
perfect holiness ; to whom all the purposes, de- 
sires and wants of the heart are known. O wilt 
thou teach us to pray aright, as becomes thy chil- 
dren. Prepare tne sacrifice, that we may wor- 
ship thee in the beauty of holiness. Send thy 
spirit into our souls, and touch our unhallowed 
lips with a sacred coal from thine altar, that we 
may not bring to thee a vain oblation. May the 
sacred fire of divine love, burning upon the altar 
of our hearts, be continually increasing, and the 
incense of devotion and gratitude ever ascend to 
thee, our God. 

We thank thee that thou dost permit us to pray 
— ^to render thanks to thy name — to ask thy for- 
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veness, and bring to thee the wants and the 

lurdens of our souls. May we ever enjoy this 

blessed privilege, and by rightly improving it, 

drink in thy spirit and assimilate our characters 

to thine. 

And while we enjoy this privilege, may we not 
forget that, although thou dost delight in the sac- 
rifice of prayer when offered upon the altar of sin- 
cere hearts, yet to love thee with all the soul, and 
our neighbor as ourselves, is more than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices. 

Wilt thou, Lord, forgive our sins, and pre- 
pare us for the enjoyment of all spiritual bless- 
ings in Christ Jesus. Amen. 



FOR GUIDANCE IN A SEASON OF PERPLEXITT 
AND CARE. 

Crbatoh and Ruler of all things! thou hast 
said, Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. In 
the strength of this promise we come to thee now. 
We beseech thee to consider our trouble — ^to re- 
gard our wants. We do not murmur against 
diee, Father, because of our present condition; 
we feel that thou dost all things well. But we 

a, if it may accord with thy will, that we may 
slivered from this our perplexity — that these 
circumstances of embarrassment may pass away — 
that this heavy burden of care may be removed. 
In forming plans of escape from these evils, 
do thou, God, enlighten us by thy wisdom, 
and crown our efforts with thy blessing. Pardon 
us wherein we may have been guilty of impra- 



PRAYER FOR KIND DISPOSITIONS. 195 

deuce, or any sin that has led us into this per* 
plexity and trouble. And, Father, do thou in thy 
great mercy relieve us, and bring us out from 
Siis darkness and trial. But if such be not thy 
will, O God, help us to bear all with a right 
spirit — ^to meet our troubles with resignation — to 
consider our sins and follies with penitence, and 
to believe and trust in thee. Sanctify unto us 
this time of trial ; let it be of lasting profit to our 
souls. Fit us for all the vicissitudes of life. Let 
all its dispensations help to form us for that state 
of being where sorrow and sin are unknown, and 
where all is peace and holiness and love. 

In the midst of our troubles we would not for- 
get thy goodness. Father, thou hast never 
deserted us, nor failed to be merciful unto us; and 
when we think of thy love and our sins, we feel 
that with shame and not murmuring, with grati- 
tude and not complaint, we should ever come be- 
fore thee. Forgive our many sins. We thank 
thee for thine innumerable gifts of goodness, and 
pray thee to hear our petitions, and accept our of- 
ferings. We ask all in Jesus' name. Amen. 



PRAYER FOR KIND DISPOSITIONS. 

Father in heaven! we come to thee as the 
Source of all goodness, and lift up our hearts in 
earnest prayer that thou wouldst give us grace, 
and help us to cherish love towards each other. 
Father, pardon all the sins that we have 
committed, as the members of a family, in indul- 
ging wrong feelings, bitterness, envy, or anger, 
against any who dwell beneath this roof, or meet 
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around this altar. Show us clearly the duties 
that we owe to each other, and incline our hearts 
to perform these duties. Help us to cherish for- 
bearance, charity and kindness. When any of 
these injure us, nelp us to forgive, and when we 
injure any of these, prompt us to penitence. O 
God, we pray that we may be kind in thought, 
word, and deed, like thy dear Son. Let thy 
peace and thy blessing be within this our family 
circle. Assist us to bear each others' infirmities, 
to heal each others' sickness, to sympathize with 
and to soothe each other, to counsel and support, 
in all the vicissitudes of life. 

And, God, expand our hearts, that we may 
extend our kind disposition to all our race. May 
we remember how much thou hast borne with 
us, and yet how ready thou art to forgive — ^how 
often we sin against thee, and yet how unfailing 
and plenteous are thy mercies. And may we 
endeavor to imitate thee, not only as members of 
a family, one towards another, but in all our con- 
duct to our fellow-men. Pardon all our sins. 
Accept our thanks for all thy mercies. Guide us 
through life, and finally receive us to that home, 
where, though faith and hope are not required, 
love forever abounds. These favors we ask and 
thanks we offer in Christ's name. Amen. 



THE DIVINE LAW. 



Thou infinitely great, and all-wise Governor of 
the universe; thee we adore as the Framer of our 
bodies, the Father of our spirits, and the wise 
Pir^ctor of idl harmony and order. For our good 
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thou hast issued thy commandments, and ordain- 
ed righteous observances. Thou, Lord, art our 
Lawgiver, our Judge, and our King. But we 
coiue into thy presence as guihy creatures. We 
approach thy holiness, sin-polluted and defiled. 
"We have aU sinned, and come short of thy glory. 
With shame and humiliation we are obliged to 
confess, that while we are the daily recipients of 
thy bounty, and under a full knowledge of thy 
holy requisitions, we have dared to rebel against 
thee, and to requite thy goodness with cold in* 
gratitude. But we approach thee as the Foun- 
tain of infinite mercy, and implore that forgive- 
ness which we so much need. We beseech thee 
to create within us a new heart, and to renew 
right spirits within us, that we may better be pre- 
mred to serve thee with reverence and godly fear. 
Thou, Lord, knowest our hearts; cleanse us, 
then, from all filthiness of the flesh, and make us 
to walk before thee with a willing mind, and with 
an upright heart. 

Do thou, O our God, enlighten us more and 
more in the knowledge of thy prohibitions and 
commandments, and in the means of thy forgive- 
ness. We would pray not in ignorance — ^we 
would ask not in opposition to thy will. If we 
are suffering now the penalties of laws unstudied 
and neglected, — if, either in mind, body, or estate, 
we are now reaping the fruits of disobedience 
unlooked for by us; we pray for wisdom to 
search out thy laws, and to place ourselves in 
ready obedience to them. Will the Lord grant 
unto the world more of this wisdom. Save it 
from superstition, from gross credulity and error, 
from unreasonable expectancy of Divine and sov- 
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eiekrn interference. O thou Great First Cause; 
teach us, we beseech thee, the connection thou has 
established through all the moral and natural in* 
terests of man : — that without obedience there is 
no happiness — that without repentance there is 
no forgiveness — that without a moral, serious, 
personal exertion on our part, there is neither re- 
pentance, forgiveness, nor peace. Grant, then, 
unto the world, this wisdom. Let the truth be 
established in our minds, that the order of thy 
government is the order of indissoluble, eternal, 
and connected causes — ^that this chain cannot be 
broken — that, sure as the eternal throne, thy for- 
giveness is regulated by our obedience, and thy 
rewards, whether of body or of mind, by our un- 
swerving faithfulness. 

To thee, then, do we come, O our Judge, and 
of thee do we ask a reasonable blessing. En- 
lighten us in thy law. Let obedience to it save 
us from the ills of life, and the love of it be our 
rational affection. With thy servant of old may 
we also exclaim — O how I love thy law ; it is my 
meditation all the day. I love thv commandments 
above gold, yea, above line gold. I esteem all 
thy precepts ; I hate every false way. 

And now, God, have mercy upon us. We 
confess our iniquities, but still do we have occa- 
sion to rejoice. We rejoice, that notwithstanding 
our sins are great and grievous to be borne, thy 
grace is all-sufficient for us. Direct our minds, 
then, to the cross of him whose blood cleanseth 
from all sin, and extend to us the healing waters of 
forgiveness. May the fountain which was opened 
in the house of Judah for sin and for unclean- 
ness, purify our hearts, and wash us from every 
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eormptioiL And finally, when all thy purposes 
of grace shall have been accomplished, may we 
stand upon the heavenly hills, with all the blood* 
washed millions, to sing thy praises, and chant 
thy conquering grace, where the sting of death 
which was sin, and the strength of sin which was 
the law, shall not interrupt the eternal jubilee, 
through the Lamb of God who hath gotten us the 
victory. Amen. 



THE PERCEPTION, REALIZATION, AND GUIDANCE 
OF GOD'S WISDOM. 

Thou infinitely wise and incomprehensible Je* 
hovah, who art the Framer of the worlds and the 
Source of all wisdom ; we adore thee, as our God, 
and call upon thee as our Benefactor and Friend. 
We would take confidence in our approaches to 
thee, O Lord, from the revelations of nature and 
of grace. From the heavens above, and from the 
earth beneath, thine infinite skill and care are 
manifest to our eyes ; and no less, the sweet and 
cheering evidences of thy goodness. For thy 
wisdom is but the wisdom of love, thy power is 
but the power of love. Wherever they are put 
forth for the purposes of creation, they are exerted 
for the happiness of thy creatures ; and there is 
no power, nor wisdom, nor device, nor knowledge, 
but is directed to this most gracious end. We 
praise thee, O Lord, and confess thy boundless 
skill in the fashioning of our mortal bodies — in 
the irrational creation — ^and in all the hosts which 
bum and blaze above us ; for they are all thine, 
and by the greatness of thy power not one £Buledi« 
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Let OS lift up our eyes, and behold who hath cre- 
ated these things. The heavens declare thy glo- 
rV) and the firmament showeth thy handy work. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 
nignt showeth knowledge. O Lord, how man- 
ifold are thy works ! in wisdom hast thou made 
them all. 

We adore thee, O God, for the glory of thy 
manifestations to the world — for all the tokens of 
thy kind care and protection. Impress, we be- 
seech thee, more of these thoughts upon our 
minds. Incline us to a study of thy works, that 
we may realize thy constant care, and rejoice in 
the knowledge of thy goodness. 

But, more especially, direct us to the study of 
that wisdom which relates to our redemption from 
sin and death. Here thou hast destroyed the 
wisdom of the wise, and brought to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent. O may we receive 
Jesus as a teacher from thee, and drink in his 
benign spirit. Father, hear us. Hear us and 
answer us through thy Son. Make us wise unto 
salvation. And into that scheme of grace where 
angels desired to look, may our thoughts find en- 
trance. Fill us with all necessary knowledge. 
Save us from blindness of mind and perverseness 
of heart. Grant unto us a portion of that spirit 
by which thy sacred oracles were dictated, that 
we may investigate aright — that we may discern 
spiritual things — ^that our faith may not stand in 
the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. 

O Lord, our God, we would not only perceive 
thy wisdom, and realize it in nature and in grace, 
but we pray most fervently to be under its divine 
guidance through all our lives. And do thou 
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help us to pray in faith, and look to thee for as- 
sistance. We are weak, but thou art mighty. 
We are poor, and sinful, and erring, but thou art 
rich, and holy, and omniscient. Supply us from 
thy treasures — ^instruct us with thy knowledge — 
and let us especially glory in Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteous* 
ness, and sanctification, and redemption. 

And now. Father, we commit ourselves to thy 
supreme direction. We would walk in thy ways 
through all our lives — ^we would adore and mag- 
nify thy name in this world ; and in the future, 
when the scales of ignorance shall drop from our 
eyes, we would join with all the hosts of the ce- 
lestial, clothed with white robes, and palms in our 
hands, saying. Amen : Blessing, and glory, and 
riches, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and power, 
be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, forever and ever. Amen. 



THE REALIZATION AND EXPERIENCE OF GOD'S 
MERCY. 

Alhiohtt and most merciful God — ^thou who 
art the fountain of life, and light, and everlasting 
love; we adore thee as the Author of all our 
blessings, and the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We would approach thee, all weak 
and sinful as we are, and rejoice in the gracious 
provisions of thy love and mercy. Thou, Lord, 
wert prompted by thine own innerent goodness 
to wake us into existence, and through the whole 
of our lives thou hast crowned that existence with 
good. Thou hast provided for all our circum- 



stances; thou hast ministeied to all our bodily 
and mental wants. Even when we have foigotp 
ten thee, and wandered far from thee in the paths 
of error and sin, thou hast never forgotten or for- 
saken us, but hast been kind unto us — unto us, 
even the evil and unthankful. Thou hast shield- 
ed us from dangers both seen and unseen, and 
even now we are before thee, in the attitude of 
devotion, as monuments of thy preserving mercy. 

O Lord, do thou unfold to us more and more 
of the designs of thy goodness, that we may give 
unto thee the glory which is due unto thy name. 
Instruct us in thy providence. Give us to know, 
that many a time, when we have been thought- 
less, then thine arm has been beneath us, and thy 
all*8ustaining goodness around us. O God, thy 
goodness and mercy have followed us all the days 
of our lives. 

Infinite Father, we thank thee for the abundant 
provisions of thy mercy in the Gospel of our sal- 
vation. We thank thee, that when the world was 
dead in sin, and all its inhabitants had forgotten 
thee, then thou didst look down in pit^ upon our 
revolted race. Blessed be thy glorious name, 
that thou didst send thy Son for our deliverance ; 
that h^ labored and died for us ; that he trod the 
wine-press alone, and when of the people there 
was none to help him, did by his own arm bring 
unto us salvation. We thank thee for his holy 
life; for his pure benevolence; for his tender 
mercies to the sick, the dying, the bereaved, and 
the unfortunate ; and for all the recorded traits of 
his kindness, and gentleness, and love. In him 
would we discern thy image, and behold an ex- 
hibition of thy mercy for all the children of i 
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And now, thoa Father of mercies, we pray for 
the guidance of thy wisdom, and the consohitions 
of thy truth, through all the days of our life. Be 
with ue in the days of adversity, and comfort us 
with a good hope through faith. Be with us 
when we are tempted to turn aside from thy ways, 
— ^in our sins and our weaknesses, and save us 
from destruction. Be with us in all trials, in 
scenes of darkness, desolation and death, and 
administer unto us out of the rich abundance of 
thy grace. Let light shine in upon our dark- 
ness. Let sorrow give place to joy. O may it 
be the sentiment of our hearts, in all these scenes 
of mourning, — For a small moment hast thou for- 
saken us, but with great mercies wih thou gpather 
us ; in a little wrath thou didst hide thy face from 
us for a moment, but with everlasting kindness 
thou wilt have mercy on us, saith the Lord our 
Redeemer. Hear us in heaven, thy dwelling- 
place. Grant us all needed good. Forgive us 
our sins ; and, finally, receive us to thyself, in 
glory, where we shall have full experience of thy 
mercy in the joys which flow at thy right hand. 
We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 



JOY AND PEACE OF THE GOSPEL. 

Thotj Source of all consolation, and God of all 
flprace ; by thy gracious promises, revealed in thy 
holy word, we are encouraged to come to thee, 
and, in sincerity of heart and with childlike trust, 
to oflfer unto thee our prayers and supplications, 
13 
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that our fiuth may be enlarged, our joy iDcreased* 
and our spiritual strength renewed. Wilt thou, 
O God, lift upon us the light of thy countenance, 
and fiU our hearts with peace. May that fear 
which hath torment be entirely banished from oui 
minds, that we may be made perfect in love, and 
cherish that reverence which is the beginning of 
all true wisdom. 

O Lord, we feel to rejoice that we are per* 
mitted to live in a land of Gospel light and privi- 
leges. We thank thee that we are permitted to 
know so much of thee and of thy Son, Jesus 
Christ. We thank thee that there is unspeakable 
joy in believing the Gospel, — a joy which the 
world can neither give nor take away. May our 
souls be baptized into the spirit of thy Son, and 
possess that perfect peace which is a balm for 
every wound, — ^a solace in every affliction. 
Lord, impart unto us a more perfect knowledge 
of thy gracious promises in Christ Jesus. Enable 
us to believe in him as the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world* — and to realiro 
that he gave himself a ransom for all, to be testi- 
fied in due time. Help us to look by faith be- 
yond this ever-changing world to that glorious 
slate where there shidl h^ no more death, — ^where 
the ransomed of the Lord shall sing to thee songs 
of everlasting thanksgiving. O Lord, may we 
not only rejoice in believing, but may we remain 
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that our labor is not 
in vain in the Lord. 

Heavenly Father, we feel our need of spiritual 
strength, — of wisdom from on high, — of more 
£Eiith and hope and confidence in thee and in thy 
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Son. We realize how weak, how frail, how im- 
perfect we are. Give us, we beseech thee, grace 
sufficient for us, in every time of need. Help us 
to repose our trust in thee, as the God, the Judge, 
and die Father of all men. Wilt thou bless us, 
and all men with the fulness of the blessing of 
the Gospel of Christ. Pardon all our sins, and, 
finally, accomplish the designs of thy infinite 
goodness, in the complete salvation of a sinful 
world. And to th^ name, through Jesus Christ, 
shall be all the praise. Amen. 



PURITY OF HEART AND LIFE. 

O THOU most merciful Jehovah, the Father of 
our spirits, and the Giver of every good and per- 
fect gift ; we desire to bow before thee, the most 
High God, and offer unto thee that adoration 
which a just sense of thy goodness is calculated 
to inspire. Thou, O God, art the fountain from 
which flow all those blessings that render this 
world so pleasant and happy. Thy kindness 
towards us is manifest in all the relations of life 
— in all the duties thou hast enjoined — ^in all the 
labors, physical, mental and moral, which are 
requisite to our happiness ; and in all the afflic- 
tions and chastisements with which we are 
visited. 

And, O Father, we most devoutly and sin- 
cerely pray, that we may possess in our hearts, 
and be enabled to exhibit in our lives, a measure 
of the same spirit of kindness and good will 
towards all men, which was so fully displayed in 
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•dbs /example of our Lofd and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; — ^that, being like him, we may enjoy that 
peace of mind which is dearer than all things 
else. May we strive to possess more and more 
of thai love and good will toward our enemies, 
which shone so conspicuously in the life of Jesus 
Christy that we may overcome evil with good, and 
thus become, practically, the children of our 
Father in heaven. May no unkind thoughts or 
feelings be sufibred to abide in our minds ; but 
may the spirit of love to thee, and kindness to our 
fellow-beings, ever be cherished by us. Wilt 
thou, Father, imbue our hearts more and more 
with thy love, that we may glorify thee in all 
things. Forgive us our sins, we humbly pray 
thee— guide us in the way of peace and truth — 
reconcue us and all mankind to thy will — sustain 
us in the hour of death, and, finally, bring us to 
the enjoyment of a holier and happier life ; and 
thine shall be the praise forever, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord* Amen. 



JEHOVAH, A GOD OF HOPE. 

Thou, God of hope, who art from everlasting 
to everlasting, lift thou upon us the light of thy 
counteimnce ; and grant us, we humbly beseech 
thee, the influences of thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may be enabled to draw near unto thee with true 
hearts, in the full assurance of faith, and in the 
spirit of filial love and gratitude ; that we may 
commune with thee, and enjoy a refreshing froia 
tbypwsence. 
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We thank thee, Almighty God, that thou wast 
pleased to give us an existence; to endow us 
with a nature akin to thine own ; to adapt us to 
the world in which we are placed, and to sur- 
round us with all that is necessary to our pro- 
gress and happiness, as moral, social and intel- 
lectual beings. We thank thee that thou hast 
implanted in our souls that everlasting hope 
which sustains and cheers us in all the trials of 
life ; which leads the mind up to thee, as to the 
Rock of eternal ages, on which it may rest in 
safety and peace, amidst all the storms and tem- 
pests of life ; and which carries the mind onward 
and upward, to that higher and holier life which 
thou hast prepared as the incorruptible inheri- 
tance of the whole purchased possession; and 
into the enjoyment of which we hope to be 
brought, when mortality shall have been swal- 
lowed up of life. 

We pray. Father, that our minds may be 
enlightened by thy truth ; that, by faith in thy 
promises, we may find peace in every season of 
affliction. May no trials cause us to doubt thy 
goodness, but may the consideration that thou 
dost not willingly afflict nor grieve the children 
of men, lead us ever to hope in thee. And wilt 
thou, the God of hope, fill us with joy and peace 
in believing, that we may abound in hope, through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



THANKSGIVING TO GOD. 

Fathbb of our spirits and Former of our bodies, 
in whom we live, and move, and have our being» 
18« 
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who haM endowed us with all oar powers of body 
and mind, and from whom we receive every 
bleaaing suited to all our wants; we devoutly 
ask thy assistance in offering our thanksgivings, 
acknowledgments and prayers to thee, according 
to thy will. We thank thee for our physiccQ 
senses, which thou hast, in thy goodness, consti- 
tuted mediums of enjoyment. We thank thee 
for our mental and moral powers, by which we 
are enabled to discover and to realize thy favor in 
every good and perfect gift we receive from thee. 
We thank thee for all the duties thou requirest 
of us, as thou hast given us to know that they are 
all designed for our good, perfectly adapted to 
our moral nature, and constitute our highest im- 
provement and rational enjoyment. We thank 
thee for the endearments which we enjoy in our 
family connection. They are as sweet and fra* 
grant flowers in our path-way of life, soothing to 
our hearts in seasons of affliction, and comforting 
us in the darkness of sorrow. We thank ^ee 
for our lot in a land of freedom ; of good and 
wholesome laws, which guard our lives, our 
characters, and secure to us the fruits of our 
labor, our industry and our prudence. We thank 
thee for thine unspeakable gift, to our whole race, 
in the Gospel of thy Son ; a light to our feet and 
a lamp to our path ; a full commendation of thy 
paternal love to man as thine own o&pring. We 
thank thee that thou hast revealed to us, through 
this gift, the forgiveness of our errors and our 
wrongs ; and tauc^ht ais to forgive all who harm 
or injure us. We, most devoutly and with un- 
ut^cable joy, thank thee for the glcHrious hope of 
imiH>rtfdUty and etenial life> brought to light 
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thioufli the Grospel ; a hope which is as an 
anchor of the soul, sure and steadfast, entering 
into that within the vail, whether the forerunner 
is for us entered, even Jesus our High Priest. 

We confess to thee, O Lord, our numerous 
sins. We have, instead of resisting the tempta* 
tions of the flesh, yielded to their heguifing 
chaxms, violated thy paternal precepts, and filled 
our soub with scnrrow. Forgive us, thou who art 
ffracious ; have mercy on us, for thou art merci- 
ml. May thy goodness lead us to repentance, 
and thy wisdom guide <mr feet in the way of 
peace. Give us hearts to love thee, for thou art 
lovely ; and a will to obey thy just and holy laws. 
Wilt thou continually set before us the righteous* 
ness of thy beloved Son ; and may we he meek 
and lowly in heart, like him ; and as it was his 
meat and drink to do thy will, and to suffer the 
just for the unjust, may the same mind be in us, 
that we may be blessed of thee. And when we 
shall have served our generation, according to 
thine own will, may we close our earthly pil* 
grimage in confident hope of thine everlasting 
ULvor. Amen. 



GOD'S GOODNESS AND MAN'S INGRATITUDE. 

Most gracious Father, we praise thee for that 
firm faith in tby mercy, which enables us, frail, 
sinful, and unworthy as we are, to come into thy 
presence, recognising thee not only as our Cre- 
ator and Ruler, but as our bountiful Benefactor. 
We cannot, it is true, look upon thee with our 
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eyes, and hear thy voice uttering itself in an an* 
dible manner from out the heavens, but we can 
behold thy goings forth in all this beautiful world, 
which demonstrates thy goodness, wisdom, and 
power ; and here, as in thy word, can we learn 
holy lessons of thee. We thank thee for these 
exhibitions of thyself, and for the bestowment of 
all those powers and capacities which enable us 
to drink in the delights they are calculated to 
afford. 

We confess, with shame, our disregard of thy 
commands, and our indifference to thy holy requi- 
sitions. Thou hast nursed us and watched over 
us during every period of our lives ; but we have 
forsaken thee, and sinned against thy holy name. 
We have been unmindful of thy goodness, and 
have wickedly transgressed thy laws, bringing 
condemnation and wo upon our own souls. Not- 
withstanding our wanderings, thy mercy and thy 
goodness fail not. O God, our most merciful 
Father, we would devoutly praise thee, that thy 
ways are not our ways — ^that while we are unfor- 
givmg and unkind, thou art ever forgiving and 
kind, — that, although we have forsaken thee, thou 
hast not forsaken us. We thank thee, that though 
enshrouded in darkness and buried in ignorance, 
thou hast made the day-star of thy love to arise 
upon us, and the sun of righteousness to dispel 
our darkness, and illumine our hearts. 

Warm our souls with gratitude to thee, for the 
spiritual blessings brought us in the Gospel of 
Christ. Grant that his holy example may be our 
guide, and his truth the rule of our lives. As we 
rise in the morning, may our thoughts ascend to 
thee; and as we lay ourselves down at night. 
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may we pray f<ir thy guardian care. Let thine 
er0!is of mercy encircle ue, and thy fatherly care 
be over us. Guide us, amid all the duties of life, 
in the straight and narrow way ; and may none 
of the temptations that throng around us lead us 
from thee, or in the slightest degree max our 
peace. Let thy love be richly shed abroad in our 
hearts, and fit us for every good word and work > 
making us a family truly blessed,---a family, 
whose God is the Lord. 

And, O our Father, should we be called to en^ 
dure auction, or feel the weight of adversity's 
pressure, speak to us, we pray thee, in the tones 
of holy consolatiiw, and make us bow before thee 
with that prayer in our hearts, spontaneously 
rising ^o our lips, which was uttered by Jesus in 
the houjr of his peril, " Not my will, but thine be 
done." Through thy rich mercy forgive us every 
sin ; fit us for, and sustain us in, the hour of 
death ; and, finally, crown us, and the w^rld of 
mankind, with blessedness immortal, throufh 
Jesus Christ Am^o* 



THE GUIDANCE AND SPIRIT OF THE GOSPEL. 

Father of mercies and God of all grace, with 
suitable feelings would we praise thee, day by 
day, for thy manifold blessings. Thou alone 
art good and merciful. Thy power made the 
heavens, and laid the foundations of the earths 
Thy love hath strewed our pathway with flowersb 
and kindled emotions of joy and gladness in ou^ 
hearts. But, O God, thou )mst ever been gi^oi 
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and kind unto us, we acknowledge our einfiiliitss 
and ingratitude, inasmuch as we have trans* 
gressed thy laws, and dishonored thy name before 
men. Wilt thou, by the continued exhibitions of 
thy goodness, lead us to repent of every sin and 
humbly implore thy pardon. Give us the meek 
and humble mind of Jesus, and make his holy life 
our model, and his truth our guide. Give us a 
proper sense of our indebtedness to thee, for the 
unparalleled exhibitions of righteousness fur- 
nished us in the example of him, who was the 
^* brightness of the Father's glory, and the express 
image of his person." Make us to love him aa 
our Redeemer, and honor him as the Captain of 
our salvation. 

May the Gospel of truth, which he hath 
established, and which is good tidings of good 
unto all people, be blessed of thee, until it shall 
have triumphed over error and sin> and banished 
them from the universe ; until man shall no more 
oppress his fellow-man ; until the chains of the 
slave shall be sundered, and the yoke shall be 
removed from his neck; until war and strife 
shall cease, — oppression and wrong shall be done 
away, — and man shall love his neighbor as him- 
self. . 

Make that Gospel, we pray thee, efficacious in 
the purification of each of our hearts ; and help 
us to love thee and keep thy commandments. In 
all the great struggles of life may we be led by 
its teachings ; and may our lives continually 
manifest its spirit. Arm us, in the hour of temp- 
tation, with its holy power, that we may receive 
the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love him. 
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Prepare us, by the hopes and consolations of 
religion, for all the trials, and dangers, and afflic- 
tive providences of life, that we may ever bow in 
meek submission to thy will, and maintain that 
quiet composure, and that Christian calmness, 
which make the loveliest characteristics of the 
followers of Christ. And, when death shall come 
to us, like thy servant of old, may we fear no evil ; 
but, with confident hopes of a blissful resurrection 
through Jesus Christ, may we go to our rest in 
peace. Amen. 



DIVINE AID AND DIRECTION. 

Most holy and ever-living God ! we would re- 
alize that thou art infinite in all thine adorable 
perfections, and that before thee we are as no- 
thing. It is not by our own merits, but by 
thine unpurchased favor, O God, that we enjoy 
life and all its blessings. And whilst we devout- 
ly thank thee for those mercies which are new 
every morning and fresh every evening — ^by 
which our lives are prolonged, and our various 
domestic, social and spiritual blessings are per- 
petuated — we would humbly ask of thee that out- 
pouring of thy Spirit upon our hearts, that will 
enable us ever to realize as we should our entire 
dependence upon thee for all things desirable. 
And may these multiform blessings, which our 
own sinfulness doeS not deter thee from daily be- 
stowing upon us, awaken us to that devout grati- 
tude, which may manifest itself in a cheerful 
obedience to thy laws. Forbid, Holy Father, 



JM DITIIIS MBIOT. 

that we slioald presume to stand in owr own 
strength, in the various pursuits and trials to 
which we are called. May we k)ok unto thee 
for direction and assistance in the performance of 
every duty ; for we acknowledge that we have 
no light or strength but that which proceeds from 
thy Spirit, and can have no true enjoyment ex* 
cept it be kindled by thy smile. Continue, we 
pray thee, the bestowmeiit of food, and raiment^ 
and all things necessary to bodily comfort. Con- 
tinue to shed upon our minds the cheering light 
of thy Gospel. Prepare us for a more faithAil 
discharge of our duties to thee, to our family, and 
to the world ; and may the example of Jesus be 
the pattern of our daily walk and conversation. 
Bless, we beseech thee, our friends and neigh- 
bors. May we all hve together in peace, harmo- 
ny and Cihristian love ; and may the cause of 
truth and righteousness prosper throughout the 
earth. 

Wilt thou pardon our manifold sins, and mer- 
cifully grant unto us a higher sense of commun- 
ion and acceptance with tnee. Give us grace so 
to walk as that we may adorn the Christian pro- 
fession ; and may we increase in all knowledge 
and good works before thee : and unto thy name 
shall be all the praise, through Jesus Clmst our 
Lord. Amen. 



DIVINB BfERCr. 



TfiB Lord most merciful ! we yield thee the 
homage of our hearts, and adore thee aa the 
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Thott ttrt evw henigmint and (MmipMsionate to- 
wards Iky dependant children. Thy waftihfial 
jurovideoual care hathne^r been wi^drawA from 
us ; thy loving favor and kindness thou hast not 
withheld. In the free and fftll enjoyment of thy 
rich and exhauetless gifts hast thou permitted us 
to live. All ear years and days have l)een 
crowned with thy tender and utilBiiUng mercies. 

,Whatj O Lordv shall ^e render umo^ee for 
that mercy which hath always strengthened and 
cheered our hearts^ excited and encouraged the 
mo^t pleasing and devout hopes in our bosoms, 
aad which, as thoti hast graciously assured us, is 
commensurate with the wants of our race. Ac- 
cept, in thine infinite condescension, our contrite 
and trustful spirits ; and may we exercise towards 
thee that gratitude and filial affection, which it 
becometh thy children ever to cherish. Give us, 
we pray, clear and exalted conceptions of the be- 
nignancy of thy nature and of the transcendent 
excellence of thy character, that we may aspire 
after that purity of heart, and cultivate that love 
of moral beauty, which shall enable lis to beqome 
perfect in our s^ere, as thou art perfect In thine. 
Help as to feel, O God, that we have noiie in 
heaven but thee, and help us to desire none on 
earth beside thee, that our affections may thus 
become elevated, and our hearts tendered more 
and more pure. 

We thank and praise thee, heavenly Parent, 
that whilst the ties of our common brotherhood 
forever bind together " all nations of men," thou 
bast been pleased to sanction and strengthen those 
ties by the authorities of a religion, which at 
13 



ence recognises the unbsoken finUernity of men, 
and the imfNurtial clemency and watchfulness of 
its benignant Author. We giire.thee praise lor 
the great truths of the Gospel; and for their ten* 
dency to unite man to man, and man to his God, 
in the bonds* of fraternal and filial love ; and we 
thank thee that, in the hopes they inspire, the 
moral incentives they furnish, the blissful future 

E respects they spread before the eye of ftuth, we 
ave the most persuasive indications of their di- 
vinity, and of their healthful and saving operation 
on the hearts of men. /May we truly feel the in- 
fluences of thy Gospel, live in its light, and obey 
its commands ; and thus, we pray thee, 8atiaf3f ^^ 
early with thy mercy, that we may be glad and 
reioice all our days ; and unto thee, through Jesus 
Christ, shall be given all the praise, forever and 
ever. Amen* 



BLESSING OF SLEEP. 

Fathbr of mercies! we thank thee for the 
Uessinff of sleep ; that thou dost permit us, when 
wearied in body, hy exertion in the cares and toils 
of the day, to lie down in peace, and repose in 
safety, beneath the shadow of thy wings. Help 
us to r^alize this manifestation of thy loving-kind- 
ness, that in our conscious waking hours our 
thoughts may be attuned to thy holy praise. 

"V^ bless thee that such abundant provisions 
are allowed us for the enjoyment of sleep ; that 
while others, by adverse circumstances, are pre- 
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▼ented fifom raaliziiig, «s they desife, this essential 
comfort of life^ — ^whiie they have not where to 
ahelter themselves in quietness and Keeurity, and 
hear no kindly voices of affection blessing them 
AS they retire to their nightly slumbers, we, O 
Father, realize th^ ample bestowments, whenever 
^ our bodily necessities invite us to repose. 

We bless thee, that while many of our race are 
doomed to live in dreadful apprehension of threat- 
ening earthly evils, and seek, almost in vain, their 
pillows for repose, thou dost secure us from such 
fears, and invite us to rest in confidence and safe- 
ty. We bless thee that our sleep is not inter- 
rupted by debility or disease ; that while multi- 
tudes find no sleep, from enduring pain, and turn 
in vain for relief,— ^nd while others are looking 
for exemption from su^ring only to the sleep of 
death ; thou dost impart unto us such healthful 
vigor, that out slumbers are sweet and refreshing, 
— 4hat they quicken and renew our powers for 
continued duty to thee, to ourselves, and to our 
fellow-creatures. As we praise thee for these 
blessings, we would humbly beseech that our 
nightly rest may never be commenced nor ended 
vnthout a humble and devout acknowledgment of 
thy goodness, humiliation in view of our forget- 
fuiness of thy beneficence, and filial trust in thy 
never-failing mercies. 

Enable us. Lord, so to live day by day, that the 
hour of nightly repose shall be greeted with sat- 
isfaction and delight ; that then conscience shall 
not censure us for duties neglected nor opportu- 
nities abused ; but soothe us witji hallowing con- 
victions of duty well and faithfully done. So in- 
*ttnict us to pass the time of our sojourning here. 
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dMt At its dose w» may , in bofy traat, fdl ^ 

m Jeww, to riae in his glorioos inuge, and enjoy 

^f perfect love in a day withovl nig^t» iki a^reikl 
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SOCIAL Ablations and duties. 

Grrsa of every good and perfect gift! we 
devoutly acknowledge thy goodness nnto as in 
<he bestowments and blessings of oar social ezssl- 
enoe. We praise thee that thou didst in the be- 
ginning constitute man a' social bmng, and hsnt 
ee clearly confirmed this truth in the past h is l G ry 
and present condition of onr raoe. Especially 
would we thank thee for Aa social enjo y meiit a » o f 
iKome ; for the attractions and delights of the hat' 
ily circle, for the mutual interests herein fferiioed, 
and the means thou hast given "as to premole 
them. Enable us so to discharge the duties de- 
manded of us in thy Word, that our househiM 
may be consecrated to thee, and all the joys, trials 
or afflictions of home be sanctified by the direct 
influences of thy grace and truth. 

Enable us, O Lord, to eartend Our sympathies 
to all who hold communicm with us in the inter- 
course of life ; that to them we may do good as 
we have opportunity. And also, graciously in- 
struct us in that holy truth of the brotherhood of ' 
man, so impressively taught in the life and mis- 
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ. Make us to real- 
ize that none of us liveth to himself; that we 
have all one Father ; that alU to w]|om we caa 
do good, axe our neighbors ; and that meicy to 



OKATXTVOE, TAQ89 JUfO OBSOIIMCE. 149 

needy, suflbring man, is more acceptable to thee 
tkan whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 

In view of these relations and duties, help us, 
O Lord, to be faithful. Teach us to rejoice with 
those who rejoice, and to weep with those who^ 
weep ; to be kind unto the unthankful and evil ; 
to loTe even our enemies, as Christ our exemplar 
bath directed us in his precept and example ; to 
abjure all fraud and injustice ; to raise up them 
that are bowed down ; to unbind the heavy bur- 
den, and let the oppressed go free ; to enlighten 
the ignorant, strengthen the weak, console the 
desponding, and seek to give spiritual life to the 
fainting and dying soul. And for aid in all these 
duties, direct us to the Gospel of thy Son, which 
is always thy power unto salvation to every one 
that beUeveth. 

And wilt thou, gracious Parent, grant us that 
living and abiding faith which assures us that 
although the endearments and delights of earthly 
social existence must cease ; although here rela* 
tion and friend must be separated, and families 
and households dissolved ; that beyond all tran- 
sitory scenes, in worlds of immortal life, these 
friendships and affections shall be renewed and 
perpetuated, — shall delight and hless us forever. 
And to thy name be all the praise, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



GRATITUDE, TRUST AND OBEDIENCE. 

Gbeatbst and best of beings ! feeling our de- 
pendence on thee, we would humbly offer a 
13* 



te^te of thankBg^viag^nd pimitie. Th^^ thM 
art high and lifted up, wekiiow th^ wiltiisKcte 
iD'ilii, if we^ame with «Mltrite and peftitetit hettrts* 
iAind mwy^e ^ev-er realize tkat thou -knowest afi 
0Ur't)u>cigfht8 ^nd alPour ways; thUt, tih>ti^ we 
may ^deceive ^er«, we canndt deceire thee. 
Gmnt UB thine aid while -we <&pptoa(^h thee, %nA 
may 'we forget the trares >and toils ^f -life, 'and give 
Uiee oitr purest affections. We thank thee fbr d»& 
tnmutnbered favors thou hast bestowcfd upon us, 
both temporal and spiritual ; especially feir tke 
privilege of holding comrnunion with thee, flow 
eahn and holy is the thought that '#hen th^re is 
no human ear to hear, nor eye to pity', that -we 
can eome to thee ; that when storms and temfpeeis 
heat upon us, we can call upon thy name, and 
find that comfort which the world can neither 
impart noBT take away. O, our Father, we would 
cottie to thee, wot only wheta the cup of fitortow is 
giv^n us to drink, but when prosperity smiles 
around us ; for thou art the Fountain of pure and 
uilfailing felicity. Merciful Father, we feel our 
great ingratitude. We are encircled in the arms 
of thy mercy, and yet we are unconscious of thy 
presence. Forgive us our past ' unmindfulness, 
and may our future faiithlulness evince Uie sin- 
cerity of our hearts. 

We adore thee for the bright and beautifol 
manifestations thou hast made of thyself to the 
world. We see thee in everything thou ha^t 
formed, from the floating atom to the worlds of 
light and beauty that roll around 4hy Arone; 
from the frail plant that perishes to the everlast- 
ing stars in their courses. Where eon we go 
and not find thee ? Thou art ill all, sod thou ail 
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gQ«B8l«Btly Uesaing all men. Mething.emtsfwiAr 
4mt tbee; wH evcto the sparrow mlieth to the 
{gmuiid without thy notice. -iWd whik khou net 
:^«iding themoitt distant world, andiBoeivisg the 
^adoratioaof the seraphim that'hurn at thy throne, 
thou art mindful of the wants of 'the meanest 
4^reature thy power and benevoleiKoe heye. brought 
into existence. thou Giver of all good ! 
may we never forget thee, for thou hsfit never 
iergotten us. Days have passed when thy. mer- 
cies have been overlooked, yet thou hast J(indly 
home with us, and brought us on thus far in life. 
O Lord, we would commend ourselves to thy care 
and. protection; and whether our future days are 
marked with adversity or prosperity, may we 
ever lift to* thee the Toice of thanksgiving and 
fg^titude. These Hsivors we hunibly ask in the 
nfuooe of him who oame to save a sinful world, 
and to thee would we ascribe all honor and glory 
Ibrever. Amen. 



ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 

;OUB Father who art in heaven : in thy holy 
' pre eenee we bow, and to thee lift up our nearts. 
'We thank thee for the gift of thy Son, our 
T<Baioher, Pattern and Saviour, but now especially 
-Unr the pure; * subduing and improving lesson of 
Ms/death. We bless thee that though he possessed 
rendowments superior to those of man, and was 
oaipaib^ itf avoiding^the severest trials and secur- 
ing to himself the ^hett^ond'iBikost desirable df 
earth's blessings, yet he came into our world to 
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inculcate, by word and example, thy great and 
merciful religion. We bless thee, mat when 
arrested by violent hands, he resisted not, but 
yielded, without complaint, to the power of his 
adversaries, patiently heard their words of insult 
and scorn, and, like a lamb, having neither spot 
nor blemish, suffered upon the cross, and gave his 
life a ransom for all men. 

Especially do we bless thee that in his hour of 
gloom, agony and death, he manifested most 
forcibly the spirit of heaven, and gave tokens of 
compassion and benevolence^ never before wit- 
nessed. O Lord, we thank thee, that when hang- 
ing upon the cross, he prayed for his enemies, 
saying, '^ Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do." We rejoice that thus te exhibited 
to the children of men a moral power calculated 
to remove all sin, c^nd to enlighten and purify 
all human intelligences, O most holy Parent, 
may we, thy frail and erring children, in our 
homes and places of secular toil, — in our social 
and civil pursuits, — in all private and public 
assemblies, — and wheresoever we may be placed, 
be inclined, by the character of our Redeemer, so 
perfectly displayed on the mount of crucifixion, to 
wisely govern our passions and rightly cultivate 
and direct our affections. may we be so in- 
structed and improved, that we shall be prepared 
to bear, with true submission, all discourage- 
ments, persecutions and even the pangs of mar^ 
tyrdom. These favors we ask through him who 
was slain, and is now seated on thy right hand ; 
and through him, also, we ascribe all honor and 
glory to thy great name* Amen. 
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THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 



Great Parent Power, who reignest in all 
worlds and in all time, God over all blessed 
forevennere, we, thy dependent and erring chil- 
dren, would draw near to thee, with feelings of 
true devotion, that we may worship the Eternal 
and the Infinite in the beauty of holiness. . We 
would reverence thee as a Being of adorable 
and changeless perfections, and come before thy 
presence as children approach a tender and l)e- 
loved father, to thank thee for that loving kind- 
ness which has ever been over us, and in prayer 
to ask the continuance of thy blessing. Especially 
do we desire devoutly to thank thee for Him who 
•is the brightness of thy glory, and ihe express 
image of 3iy person. vTe praise thy great name 
for what he is, and what he accomplished. We re- 
joice in him as a briffht and beautiful example of 
ihe religion he taught, and also as a triumphant 
Redeemer of those for whom he lived, diecl, and 
Tose again from the dead. We bless thee for his 
lifls, which was a visible image of the unseen and 
true Divinity. In his breathing spirit of purity 
vrA love, in the ordinary actions of his lire, ana 
in his miracles of beneficence and power, as well 
fis in his teachings of heavenly truth, we behold 
thy adorable character. O Lord, it is in the life of 
thy Son nlone that we find a perfect ej^hibition of 
thy love. Through him was the living and truB 
God fully manifest in the flesh. In him we see 
love efilcient, diffusive and disinterested, walking 
among men, and pouring itself forth in ceaseless 
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endeavors to advance their highest interests. 
Mild and radiant was that love of Christ which 
constrains us to holiness and obedience. Adored 
forever be thy wisdom and goodness, that when 
the faded eye of mortality could not gaze on the 
brightness of the beatific vision, and a frail child 
of death could not sustain, for a moment, the 
incumbent weight of that glory, thou didst send 
forth thy Son, made in fashion as a man, not only 
to redeem us, but to exhibit to us a view of thy 
supreme excellence. 

O God, enable us to perceive, in all its loveli- 
ness and peerless glory, the Redeemer's character. 
May it win us to himself and inspire our souls 
with the divine life. And enable us to see that 
he lived out the Gospel under tbe greatest trials, 
and thus has met one of the deep wants of our 
nature ; and hasf by this means, connected in- 
separably the truths of religion with the affections 
of men, — the heights of the intellect with the 
depths of the heart,^— and duty with love. O, 
that we might look upon him, the perfection of 
humanity, until by love, the perfection of religion, 
we may be moulded into the same image of moral 
excellence. Aid us, Father, to attain a living, 
ardent and enlightened piety, an untiring spirit 
of benevolence, a far-reaching sympathy, and 
an all-embracing charity, that we may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour with well ordered 
lives and a godly conversation; and. unto thee 
shall be rendered unceasing praise, through Jesua 
Christ. Amen. 
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FOR STRENGTH TO RESIST TEMPTATION, 

Lord, we come before thee, as thy frail and 
imperfect children, to seek that aid and strength 
we need. Thou hast seen fit to place us here, in 
a world of imperfection and sin, where temptations 
surround and present their illusions to deceive 
and betray us into sin. We see dangers at every 
step. Snares are spread for our souls all along our 
path. The tempter, God, is ever watching 
every unguarded moment, and every avenue of 
our hearts, to lead us astray, by deluding us with 
promises of security and pleasure. 

O Lord, we are surrounded by foes without and 
foes within, and are thy poor, feeble and erring 
children. To whom shall we go for succor, but 
to thee? Where shall we flee, in the hour ol 
danger, but to the shadow of thy wings, for shel- 
ter? Oppressed with a sense of danger, imper 
fection and sin, we come to thee with full purpose 
of heart, for in thee alone is everlasting strength. 
Hear us in thy mercy, forgive our errors and sins, 
and give us that strength which will enable us 
successfully to baffle all the arts of the tempter. 

O Father, give us wisdom to discern all the 
false and alluring guises which sin may assume. 
Give us a conscience quick as the apple of our 
eye, to feel th6 approach of harm, and strength 
of soul to bid the tempter fly, however alluring 
his charms. Forbid that we should be left to 
tamper with sin, lest, in an unguarded moment, 
we are overcome and led astray. At the first 
appearance of evil, give us strength to wield the 
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sword of the spirit with unerring aim and all-con- 
quering power. 

Without thine aid, O thou Infinite One, aS our 
struggles with the tempter and against sin will be 
vairi. So weak and frail are we, that we cannot 
stand in our own strength. Our strength, Grod, 
is weakness. Deign therefore to listen to our 
cry, and grant succor to thy feeble and tempted 
children, lest we fall a prey to evil. Our hope is 
in thee alone. On thine Almighty arm we rely 
for strength in the hour of trial. Grant, Father, 
the needed aid, ana thy great name shall have all 
the praise, through Jesus Christ, now and for- 
ever. Amen. 



PART THIRD. 

MO'BNINO AND EY£NINO PRAYERS. 



MORNING PRAYERS AT THE TABLE. 

NO. I. 

O Thof, Odd of the morning light, and of all 
our days ; we desire now to renew our thankful- 
ness to thee, and to confess our ohligations. We 
thank thee for thy kind protection through the 
night — ^for the refreshment of sleep — ^for the re- 
turn of this day's light — for the continuance of 
health — and for these renewed tokens of thy 
bounty which are now spread before tis. Help 
US, we beseech thee, to be humbly grateful, 
and to eat and drink to thy glory, rrepare us 
for all the duties of this day, and impress upon 
our minds this truth — ^that we know not what a 
day may bxin^ forth. Let us be thoughtful, seri- 
ous, and obedient in all things. In all our inter- 
course with the world this day, let justice and 
benevolence guide our conduct ; if we see wrong, 
let us endeavor to correct it ; if we see suffering, 
let us have compassion, and if we can consistently, 
extend our aid. Let us pass through this day 
with reverence and godly fear, and be brought to 
its close with satisfaction and profit. Let ltd 
evening ^o down upon us with tranquillity and 
joy; or, if evil befall us — if sickness or death 
come upon us, prepare us, O God, for thy will, 
and grant us grace for all things. Let all our 
14 



108 MOBvnre praters at ths tabu. 

days be spent in usefulness, and when those days 
are finished, take us to thyself in peace and rest 
forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

NO. n. 

Holt, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, who 
art, and wast, and art to come ! Thou art the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords — ^the only true 
Sovereign of Heaven and Earth ! In all the 
events which have affected the interests of the 
human family, we discover the proofs of thy wis- 
dom, goodness, and power. And in all that can 
hereafter transpire, we hope to see renewed 
displays of thine adorable goodness. O Lord, 
thou hast taught us to desire and expect the dis- 
enthralment of our race ; if consistent with thy 
holy purpose, let us live to see the effectual and 
universal triumph of thy redeeming truth and 
love! Let sin, ignorance, and error be done 
away. And cause the world to rejoice, and sing 
for joy, while anticipating the great end of thy 
moral government. 'For this we submissively 
pray, as those who would be the obedient follow- 
ers of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

-Gracious Father, make us thankful for these 
provisions set before us. May we realize that all 
good comes from thee ; and that to thy guardian 
care we are indebted for the preservation of our 
lives. Keep us in thy fear during this day; 

fuard us from all sin, and finally save us through 
esus Christ. Amen. 
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NO. III. 

Almighty and all-knowing God! We hare 
abundant reasons for the acknowledgment that 
our highest attainments fall infinitely short of 
thine all-comprehending wisdom, and tliat we are 
far from that perfection in virtue which our lore 
of happiness prompts us to desire. Help us, O 
Lord, in all our endeavors to know the tcuth as 
thou hast established it, and aid us in forming 
just and holy resolutions. And when we have 
fixed upon a course of life altogether in accor^ 
dance with thy will and the divine lessons of thy 
gospel, enable us, with the prize of thy approba* 
tion before us, to press forward for the rich re- 
ward. In the race which thou hast invited us to 
run, vaay we be so far successful, that others may 
be induced to enlist in the cause of thy dear Son, 
and become his devoted and faithful servants. 

Stimulate us to duty by the gifts of thy bounty; 
and grant that we may realize that food and rai- 
ment come from thee. Make us grateful for these 
provisions with which our table is spread ; and 
may we spend the strength derived from them in 
thy service. 

Lord, may thy truth reign in our hearts, and 
the hearts of all men. We pray that thy king- 
dom on earth may soon be permanently estab- 
lished, and thy will be everywhere, and by all, 
cheerfiiUy obeyed. And may we, by our oMdi- 
ence, secure the blessings of the Redeemer's 
reira, and be saved from the evils of i^orance 
and sin. And at last may we enjoy thy great 
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and everlasting salvation^ through Jesus Christ 
pur Lord. Amen. 

NO. IV. 

Adorablb God! we would fervently thank 
thee that thou hast made such disclosures of thv 
character and designs, that we are enabled to find, 
in thy gracious communications, the most com- 
forting assurances of divine regard for the most 
fiedlen and miserable. We bless thee for the gos- 
pel, and the divine consolations which it a&rds 
to all who believe its sacred truths. And espe- . 
cially do we thank thee, O God, for our Saviour 
Jesus Christ who is our resurrection and our 
life ; and who, having brought life and immortal'^ 
ity to light, hath ascended into heaven itself^ aa 
our Forerunner there. 

O Lord, while we humbly acknowledge our 
imperfections and our frailties, we plead for that 
forgiveness, and those favors, which our imper- 
fejctioRS render indispensable. Remember, in 
much mercy, all who mourn ; and especiallr 
those whose bereavements are recent. Let aU 
9Uf^h realise the truth and preciousness of thy 

?romise3. Wilt thou also remember the pocnr. O 
lOrd, supply their wants, and be their guardian 
and God. 

We give thee thanks for this renewed ej^res^ 
sion of thy goodness to us. Thou, Lord, dost 
supply our wants ; and day by day give us that 
sustenanA^ requisite for our support. Thou dost 
ev0n bestow upon us mercies when our hearts 
are cold and ungrateful. O quicken us, we be- 
s»och thoe, and make us sensible of thy many 
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&TOTS ; and thine, through Jesus Christ, shall he 
all the praise. Amen. 

NO. V. 

Most merciful Father in heaven, who hast 
taught us in thy word, that, if we are faithful 
to confess our sins, thou wilt graciously pardon 
us, and grant us that repentance which is unto 
life; wiSi deep contrition of heart, would we 
approach the throne of thy heavenly grace, ac- 
Imowledging that we are sinful in thy sight, and 
no more worthy to be called thy children. From 
the earliest dawn of our being, thou hast watched 
over and preserved us, and thou art never weary 
of bestowing upon us thy favors. Yet have we 
failed to recognise thy hand in the gifts of life, to 
render thee the tribute of thanksgiving for thy 
mercks, and "daily have we transgressed the pre- 
cepts of thy word. Pardon our sins, O gracious 
Father, anci mercifully incline us to obey the 
teachings of thy heavenly law. Create within us 
cl^an ' hearts, and renew within us right spirits, 
and enable us, by thy grace, to walk before thee 
in holiness and righteousness, all the days of our 
lives. Direct us by thy counsel while we jour- 
ney on earth ; sustain us in the hour of death ; 
and, finally, crown us with everlasting life ; and 
thy name shall have all the praise. Amen. 

NO. VI. 

OtTK Father, who art in heaven ! we desire to 
hallow thy name, in our hearts, with reverence 
and godly fear. Do thou give us the help we 
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QfQd for tbia putpoae* M«ke us sensible, O Ged, 
that, though unseen, thou ojrt verily here, mtfa aU 
thine adorable perfections, and that we stand con- 
tinually in the presence of infinite power, and 
wisdom, and justice, and goodness. Make us 
humUe and contrite before thee.- Bring us to a 
sense of our sins and frailty ; and give us, we be* 
seech thee, that repentance which is unto salva- 
tion, and which needeth not to be repented of. 
May thy Holy Spirit reign in our hearts, and cre- 
ate within us a good and acceptable frame of 
mind; subduing our passions, cprreeiing every 
evil practice, overcoming our love of the world, 
and raising all our affections to thee, the Great, the 
Glorious, and the Good ! Teach us to know thee, 
and to rejoice in thy government over ourselves 
and over all; and may the knowledge of thy 
character lead us to receive thine allotments with 
submission, and to desire, in every situation, 
that thy will, rather than our own, should be 
done. 

We thanl^ thee. Father of mercies, for the bles- 
sings which have followed us, all our lives long, 
in the dispensations of providence, and in the in* 
fluences of the Gospel. Thy sun hath risen, thy 
rains descended, upon us ; food and raiment, and 
health, and friends, thou hast given us ; thou hast 
made the heavens and earth a glorious palace for 
our dwelling ; and endued us with powers to see 
and enioy thee in all thy works. Above all, we 
bless thee for thine unspeakable gift in Jesus 
Christ, who hath revealed thee to our more inti- 
mate knowledge, and brought life and immor- 
taUty tp light. 

jidUy a «ense of thy g<9Pdae9s ever abide wiUi 
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uSi in business and in retirement, in soirow 9nd 
in joy. Do thou comfort us in our triab, streagtk- 
en UB against temptations, and keep us from sin. 
And, at last, wilt thou crown all thy favors, by 
raising us and all mankind to a holy and blessed 
immortality, through Jeisus Christ. Amen. 

NO. VII. 

O THOU, who humblest thyself to behold the 
things which are in heaven and in earth! we 
bless thee for the condescension of thy goodness, 
and that we can approach the Majesty of the uni- 
verse and live. We bless thee for the station 
thou hast given us in the scale of being, and that 
we can study and admire the works of thy wis- 
dom and power. Help us, Father, to confess 
that we have too often lifted our eyes with |»ride, 
and have not humbled ourselves as we ought. 
We praise thee that thou hast given to humility 
a beauty to win us from our waywardness and 
pride^ and that its rewards are rich and abundant 
to those who labor to cultivate it. We thank thee 
that wherever we behold goodness, it is humUe, 
and that thy Son, our Lord, was meek and lowly 
of heart. May we look aright upon his humility, 
and see how he clothed himself in humbleness of 
mind, and while manifesting thine own self, as 
the brightness of thy glory, boasted not of power, 
but ministered to man as a gracious beneliBtx^tor. 
O give us grace to remember that he took not 
praise to himself for his goodness or works, Init 
owned thee as the only good. Forgive us our 
sins, and keep afar from us the haughty spirit 
and the Wsting tongue, ^d, by thy good Spirit, 
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flo rule m us, that we may do justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with thee, as the disciples and 
followers of him who loved us and gave himself 
for us. Amen. 

NO. vra. 

O THOU, whose inspiration giveth understand- 
ing ! unto thee we look as the Source of all truth, 
and the Quickener of all mind. Graciously grant 
that we may receive all the means of instruction 
thou hast ordained for our improvement, but es>- 
pecially the grace and truth which came by Jesus 
Christ. We bless thee for the evidences that he 
was a Teacher sent from thee, and that our minds 
and hearts have been drawn within the influences 
of his teachings. We praise thee for their sim- 
plicity, their harmony, their adaptedness to the 
wants of our being — to instruct, to vmm, to guide, 
to comfort, and to strengthen us. O Father, we 
thank thee for the degree in which we have 
yielded to the teachings of thy Son, and we pray 
that they may be unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanctification, and redemption. O may 
we not turn away from ought he has spoken—* 
from any lesson of his lips, his life, his gracious 
miracles, his death, his resurrection. May they 
all speak to us of thy love, of the interest which 
thou hast in thy creatures, and of thy great and 
glorious purposes concerning our everlasting des- 
tiny, and teach us and incline us to be good. O 
give us grace to live as we pray, and like our 
great Exemplar glorify thee on the earth and 
finish the work thou hast given us to do. Sano> 
tify us, O Ood, by thy truth, and may our death 
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taach its triumphs, through Jesus Christ, 
Lord. Amen. 



MORNING PRAYERS. 

NO. I. 

God of the morning and of the evening, it 
is indeed of thy mercies that we are not con- 
sumed ; for we are but dust, — frail fmd helpless 
creatures, liaUe at any moment to be crumbled 
by the diseases, or crushed by the calamities by 
which we are constantly surrounded. But in 
thine 'liand, O Lord, we are ever secure. Thou 
keepest us, and all that is dear to us, in perfect 
safety. Encircled in thy paternal and mithftil 
arms, watched by thy sleepless eye, and protected 
by thy power, no evil can do us harm. The pes- 
tilenee that walketh in darkness, and the destruc- 
tion that wasteth at noonday, can awaken no 
terror within us ; for our hearts are stayed upon 
thee, and abide under the shadow of thy wings. 
In every extremity and tribulation, thou art our 
refuge, our shield, and our God. In thy fatherly 
protection we unwaveringly confide ; for in thee 
is everlasting strength, and thy mercy is great. 

Very devoutly do we thank thee, O Lord, for 
thy great goodness to us amidst the diversified 
scenes of our past 'lives. Through every period 
and every vicissitude of our existence, thou hast 
held us in the hollow of thy hand, and been our 
kind and constant Benefactor. According to 
thinie abundant mercy and grace in Christ Jesus, 
thou ha^ pardoned our iniquities, and blotted out 
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our transgressions. And especially do we bless 
thee, O our Father and infimte Friend in heaven, 
that thou hast mercifully preserved us through 
another night, and brought us in safety, and 
under such favorable auspices, to the light, and 
privileges, and comforts of another day of our 
fleeting existence on earth. During the defence- 
less hours of sleep thou: hast kindly watched 
over us, and defended us from all harm. Our 
slumbers have been quiet and refreshing. Our 
exhausted nature has been invigorated and pre- 
pared to resume the labors which fall within our 
respective spheres of duty in the world. > • 

And now, Lord, wilt thou hear our prayer 
for thy blessing and guidance through this day, 
and aU the days of future life. Give us, day by 
day, our daily bread. , Forgive us our trespasses, 
and help us to forgive all who have trespassed 
against us. Suffer us not to be overcome by 
temptation, and deliver us from every evil. Make 
us truly discreet in the use of all the favors con- 
ferred by thy exhaustless bounty. May we be 
very grateful for kindred and friends, and, par- 
ticularly, for those tender ties which bind us to 
our home, and which hallow and sweeten the 
intercourse between parents and children, brothers 
and sisters. Enable us all to walk through this, 
and every day of our lives, as thine own dear 
and dutiful children. 

Very mercifully bless the absent members of 
this family, and of all the families of the earth, 
according to their respective circumstances and 
wants. Wilt thou extend all necessary aid to 
every class and condition of men throughout th6 
world. Heal the sick, comfort the sorrowingy 



MOBXafO PBAYSB. 167 

'sustain the ^idow and the fatherless, strengthen 
the weak, enlighten the ignorant, and turn the 
feet of the wandering everywhere into the path 
of wisdom and of duty. 

And,, especially, our Father, wilt thou make 
us suitably thankful for our high religious privi- 
leges and hopes ; for the teachings of thy holy 
word; for the public instructions of thy sanc- 
tuary ; for the gift of thine adorable Son ; for 
his pure and undefiled religion ; for the sublime 
truths he inculcated ; for his excellent precepts ; 
for his faultless examples ; and for the compas- 
sionate spirit which he breathed around him, 
wherever he went, and which his religion still 
imparts to all who feel its power, and submit to 
its dominion. And now, O Lord, may thy king- 
dom come, and thy will be done on earth as it 
is done in heaven ; and to thy name shall be the 
praise and the glory forever. Amen. 

ifo. n. 

Infinitely wise and holy Father of the spirits 
of all flesh : we desire to draw near unto thee, 
with hearts filled with a deep sense of our depen- 
/dence upon thee, and to put up to thee a morning 
' sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, which shaU 
be acceptable in thy holy sight. In addressing 
thee as our Father, may we realize thy parentsQ 
character, and rejoice in the assurance that thou 
wilt watch over us for good ; that thou wilt be 
our Protector and our Shield, and wilt grant a 
full supply for all our natural wants. Help us, 
we pray thee, to feel our near relationship to 
thee, and to understand that as children of thy 
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lore, we owe thee that reveirence, nffettion and 
obedience, whkh are due to the wisest and best 
of Parents. We thank thee that thou hast 
watched over us during the darkness and help* 
lessness of the past night, and allowed the light 
of another morning to dawn upon iis. 

Enable us, O God, this day to keep thy com- 
mandments, and to walk in thy precepts. Pre- 
serve us from every temptation that may assail 
us, and every evil that may beset us. Kee|) our 
feet in the paths of wisdom and righteousness, 
and assist us, we beseech thee, to put into prac- 
tice, so far as in us lies, the divine precept of the 
dear Redeemer — ^•'Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye even so unto 
them.'' Do thou forbid that we should desecrate 
to unholy purposes any of the powers thou hast 
graciously bestowed upon us ; but, studying to be 
wise, may we strive to devote every faciidty of 
body and mind to such purposes as thou didst 
design, in endowing us with them, that we may 
reap all the good they are capable of imparting 
to us. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
bless us, not only with the food which supports 
the body, but we pray, especially, that thou 
Wouldst feed our souls with that spiritual food 
which imparts life, and strength, and holiness to 
the inner man. Prepare us, not only for what 
awaits us this day, but for whatever may befall 
us through all our lives. Strengthen us in hours 
of weakness — console us in moments of despon- 
dency — ^be with us and bless us in every event-*- 
and nnally receive us to thyelf, through Jeras, 
the Saviour of the world. Amen. 
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EVENING PRAYER. 



O THotr, who art the God of the morning and 
of the evening — who causest the light of the day 
to shine, and the shades of night to gather 
around us! we desire to worship thee as our 
Guardian and Protettor, both amid the light of 
the sun, and during the darkness of the night — 
as the only being who art infinitely able to extend 
over us tnat protecting shield, which shall save 
us from evil and destruction. We would most 
devoutly thank thee, that thou hast been with us 
throughout this day — that thou hast sustained 
and blessed us, not only in our moments of enjoy- 
ment, but in our labor and toil, and hast smiled 
upon us in the busy mart of the world, and in 
fhe retirement of domestic life. We thank thee 
that thou hast strengthened and saved us in the 
hour of temptation, and hast not permitted us to 
fall into any deep aiid grievous sin — that Aou 
hast bestowed upon us that degree of health and 
stren£^h by which we have been enabled to 
sustain our lot through the day-^and hast (mce 
more brought us to the hour of rest, amid many 
mercies. Help us, heavenly Parent, to be truly 
grateful for all these thy favors, and to make thee 
such returns of praise and thankfulness, as shall 
be acceptable in thy holy sight. 

We pray thee, O Goa, to enable us to review 
the transactions in which we have been engaged 
during the day which has now passed away, and 
to acknowledge unto thee wherein we have done 
amiss. May we be able to discover the fauhs 
and imperfections of which we may have beon 
guilty — the sins of commission and omission 
16 
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Which may justly be laid to our charge— and may 
the retrospect have a tendency to make us more 
watchful and careful hereafter. We praise thee, 
God of all goodness, that thou Jiast this day 
amply supplied us with food, and raiment, and 
shelter, and hast given unto us everything essen- 
tial to our welfare and happiness. O, may we 
ever hold thee in grateful remembrance, for thy 
multiplied and constantly returning acts of bles- 
sedness and love. May we strive to live more 
acceptably to that Being, who thus binds us to 
himself by unfailing streams of grace. 

Wilt thou be pleased. Almighty Father, to 
watch over us during the night which has now 
enfolded us in its darkness. May the eye that 
never slumbers, look down approvingly upon us. 
Preserve us, we implore thee, from every danger 
and every evil, while we lie in helplessness before 
thee. May our meditations of thee, of heaven 
and heavenly things, in the watches of the night, 
be sweet and peaceful to our souls, and may our 
sleep be refreshing, and give our bodies renewed 
strength and vigor. Allow us, if it please thee, 
to behold the rising of another moming^s sun, 
and be prepared to engage in the avocations of the 
day. And may the ever returning light of the 
natural sun remind us of the sun of thy impar- 
tial love, which never sets, nor declines to the 
horizon, but which beams with meridian and un- 
clouded splendor upon the universe which thou 
hast formed. These blessings we implore in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom 
we would ascribe unto thee thanksgiving, honor, 
and glory, now and evermore. Amen. 
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SATURDAY EVENING. 

Holt Fat^r in heaven ; thou who art the God 
of the momi^ and of the evening, and to whom 
we are indebted for life and all its blessings ; we 
bow reverently in thy presence at this time, and 
lift our thoughts in gratitude to thee, for the pres- 
ervation of our lives through another day, and 
for the testimonials of thy love with which we 
have been surrounded. 

We thank thee that health and friends are 
granted to us, and that we can still hope and 
trust in thy mercy. We praise thy glorious name 
for the numerous blessings and comforts of the 
past week, and \^e devoutly thank thee, O God, 
that we are permitted at its close to come around 
the family altar, and call upon thee as our Father 
who art in heaven — ^that we can present our sup- 
plications unto thee with the assurance that thou 
art a prayer-hearing and a prayer-answering God. 
To thee are we indebted for the strength we have 
had to perform our duties ; for the health we have 
enjoyed ; for the prosperity that has attended our 
efiorts. Thy mercies have been new every morn- 
ing and fresh every evening. Thou hast guarded 
our dwelling from danger, and permitted us to 
live in security and peace. 

We acknowledge with grateful hearts our de- 
pendence upon thee for all we possess, and for all 
that we hope to enjoy in time, or eternity ; and 
we rejoice that thou hast given us the assurance 
of thy continued love and protection. 

We humbly ask thy blessing to rest upon us 
as a family, and as individuals. Give us a real- 
izing sense of thy love to us, and of our own duty 
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to thee, to eac^ other, and to our fellow-mortals. 
Forgive, we pmy thee, our piuftt isms and trans- 
gressions. Pardon every unholy word we may 
have spoken during the past week^P^d grant that 
we may enter upon another week with pure 
hearts, and holy resolutions, wai be enabled hence- 
forth to live in love to thee, to each other, and all 
men. 

Wilt thou watch over us through this night, 
and cause us to awake on the morrow with hesdth, 
strength, and a disposition to do thy holy will. 
O may we keep the Sabbath day holy, so as to 
honor thy name and improve our own hearts. 
Give us wisdom to direct our feet in the way of 
righteousness and peace. May thy Spirit en- 
lighten our mind, warm and purify our hearts. 
May it lead us to forgive our enemies, and to 
overcome evil with good. Deliver us, O God, 
from evil and temptation of every kind — ^lead us 
in the way of duty, and grant us an abundance 
of thy grace, that we may live in thy fear, die in 
the triun^)hs of faith, and be raised at last to 
everlasting glory. And the praise shall be thine 
forever and ever. Amen. 



PART FOURTH. 

CONTAINING REFLECTIONS AND PRAYERS SUITABLB 
FOR VARIOUS OCCASIONS. 



THANKSGIVING. 

Reflictions adapted to Ps. xxxvi. Ps. xcii. Ps. c. 
Ps. cvii. — ^How various and how great are the blessings 
of God ! The human mind can neither conceive their 
number, nor estimate their worth. All the Divine 
arrangements are made with reference to the good 
of man. This is true both in the natural and moral 
world. 

Look at man. The structure of his whole j^hysical 
frame bears the impress of goodness. All his limbs 
and senses and powers are designed for his ^ood ; not 
one is given to render him miserable. AH his intellec- 
tual and moral faculties are of the same character. 
When rightly used they afford the most pleasurable 
emotions, and tend to his exaltation and happiness. 

Look at inanimate nature. In all its arrangements 
there is an exact adaptation to man. How perfectly 
is the fluid by which we are surrounded, suited to 
the ear, the voice, the lungs, and the eye. The pro- 
ductions of the earth are exactly fitted for the suste- 
nance of the body. Night is adapted to the repose 
which we need, and day to active exertion. 

How truly, then, can we say, <* the earth is full of 
the goodness of the Lord." for us the sun shines and 
the earth yields her bounty ; for us the rains fall and 
the dews descend ; fbr us the world rolls on its axis, 
and the seasons change ; for us the flower blooms and 
16* 
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sends forth its delioiooa fragraaee ; for m the hevrens 
and the earth are made heauttfiil, the soft zephyrs float 
on the supi>orting air, and music pours forth it^ enrap- 
turing strains. Every arrangement in animate and 
inanimate nature is for is. What teasons for thanks- 
giving ! 

If we turn to the scheme of grace, we have even 
brighter and more glorioos manifestatioaB of goodness. 
Here heaven-instzucted teaehers are sent to call ns 
away horn sin, and lead us in the way of peace. Even 
Jesus, the only begotten Son of Gkid, dies, that £uth 
may shed its golden light upon our path ; hope cheer 
us in the hour of sorrow ; love warm and animate out 
hearts, and an inheritance, of more value than countless 
worlds, be our portion forever ! Ten thousand thanks 
are due for such distingui^ed favors. 

How proper, then, that one day in each- returmng 
year should be set apart for meditation upon the 
causes of thanksgiving. Valuable, inexpressibly valu- 
able is such memtation. how does it gladden our 
hearts and strengthen our hopes. Let us, then, devote 
the day to devout meditation ; let us remember the 
mereies and celebrate the praises of* our God. 



PHAYER FOR A THANKSGIVING DAY. 

Incomprehensible, Great, Good, and Wise Je- 
hovah ! we desire to thank thee for all thy mercies, 
and would bring our offering to thee at all times. 
But more especially on this day, set apart by our 
gavemmen4 for a season of special thanks^ving 
and praise, would we endeavor to Hit un4o thee 
Ae voice of gratitude, and talk of aU <^y Won- 
drous works. We adore thee, God Almidity, fiitr 
the preservation of our lives, — ^for the healm of eta 
hodies,— *for the joy of our spitits, — ^for all the 
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rid ffi^ seatleflred M thicldy ta omi iMtthft. And^ 
thoti <}ood Su>pr«me, we do. most fervemhr 
thank diee for the continua&ce of our liv«8 through 
the year diat has now parsed, in circunii»tan(;et 
of so much mercy, and that we are brought to be« 
hold the dawn of this day hallowed in the memo- 
riee of the past. We thank thee for the piety «f 
o«ir fathers, which led tiiem to establish this 
pleasing institution. May we now partdke of 
their right spirit, and of their pious gratitude. 
With full emotions of heart we would now con- 
fess thy bounty, and pour unto thee our tribute of 
praise. Thou hast appointed the sun in the 
heavens for seasons, and maketh it shine upcm all 
•~4)0th dbe eyil and the good, the just and the 
unjust. Thou hast never left thyself without a 
witness, in that thou hast done good'; giving us 
rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, S]ing our 
mouths with food, and our hearts with gladness. 
Thou openeet thine hand and satisiiest tne de»re 
of every living thing. The eyes of all wait upon 
thee, and thou givest them their meat in due 
season. What shall we render unto thee, O 
Lord, for all thy benefits ? O give thanks to him 
—give thanks to him ; for he is good ; for his 
mercy endureth forever. O give thanks unto the 
Grod of heaven, for his mercy endureth forever. 

Abundant occasion have we this day to utter 
the memory of thy great goodness, and to praise 
thee for thy wovlcs' sake. For thou hast indeed 
been kind to us^*— thou hast remembered us when 
we have forgotten thee. All thy works shall 
praise thee, Lord, and thy saints shall Uess 
thee. We Uiank thee for the ingathenns^ of an« 
ether harvest,— *ier the plenteousness of all the 
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fruits of the earth, — ^for seed to the sower wtd 
bread to the eater. By the influence of thy good 
providence, the valleys have been covered with 
corn, and the little hills have rejoiced on every 
side. 

We would also praise thee, O Lord, for the 
continuance of thy spiritual blessings. We thank 
thee for thy Gospel's sway, and for its increase 
among men. We thank thee. for the diminishing 
of error, and for the true light that hath shined. 
We thank thee, also, for the continuance of civil 
liberty, and its blessings ; — for schools, and all 
institutions of learning. Smile upon them, O 
God, we beseech thee, and grant that we may 
long cotitinue a people blessed and approved of 
thee. 

We would remember particularly, this day, the 
rulers of our states and country, and all those 
placed in authority over us. Bless, we beseech 
thee, the chief magistrate of this great republic. 
Give him a high sense of the responsibilities of 
his office, and grant that the principles of his 
administration may be equity and rignteousness. 
Bless the governor of this state, and of these con- 
federated states, and all in subordinate authority. 
May they bp men who fear thee and who hate 
iniquity ; and long may we live, a nation, great, 
powerful, and prosperous, — that feareth thee and 
frameth wise counsels. Preservers, we beseech 
thee, from foreign broils and intestine commo- 
tions, and may no weapon, formed against us, be 
sufiered by thy hands to prosper. 

Regard us, O Lord, in our family concerns for 
the coratng year, — ^and grant a continuance of thy 
bounty to all this land. And, when all our yearn 
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ended, admit Uf to a aebfer woiU than this, 
srhere the «ongs of thanksgiving eienMiH j ascend, 
and the anlhems of glory eternally roil ; ^nd to 
idiee, through Jesus Chnst, be gloiy forever and 
ever. Amen. 



CHRISTMAS. 

Reflections adapted to Isa. ix. Isa. xxxt. Isa. xlii. 
Luke ii. 1 — 33. — How humble, and yet how honored 
was the birth of Christ ! Instead of being a descend- 
ant from one of the royal fennlies, aad being ushered 
into the world amid the pomp and splendor of wealth, 
he was of lowly parentage and oradled in a manger. 
But though his birth was thus obscure, bo event w«a 
ever so honored of God. An angel from heaven, en* 
circled with the divine glory, announced it to the won- 
dering shepherds of Judea ; a multitude of angels cel- 
ebrated it with an anthem of praise ; and even a star 
appeared m the heavens, to guide the wise men of the 
east to the humble home of the infant King ! WluM 
celestial pomp ! what acclamations of joy ! what won- 
derful displays of divine glory and power ! 

And how fitting that the Saviour's birth should be 
thus honored! It was the commencement of a new 
era ; the ushering in of a new dispensation ; the signal 
fbr the overthrow of the kingdom of darkness, and for 
the uaivetBal triumph of truth and peace. It was an 
event that was to change the whole aspect of the moral 
world. Jesus was not born for one nation, (but for all 
nations ; he was King of kings, and Lord of lords. . UoDT 
many millions has he guided in the paths of holiness ; 
in how many dwellings has he kindled the light at 

Seace ; to how many saddened hearts has he given 
ope. Well may he be called the Sun of righteous- 
ness; the King of glory ; the mighty God; the Frtend 
ef Iho peer ; and tbs Sanoni of the leat. Whsit ai«i 
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all the kings tnd oonqvexon «nd benefteton of ^m 
world, in oompahson -with him ! He is above all ; tba 
guide of all ; the hope of all ; and when hia mianoa 
shall have been accomplished, light and life shall blesa 
all nations, languages and tongues. 

Let us, then, ever with glad hearts celebrate Ma 
nativity, and seek to honor him in our daily walk and 
conversation. Let us reverence him, for he is our Mas- 
ter ; keep his law, for he is our Judge; love him, far 
he is our Redeemer. 



PRATER FOR CHRISTMAS. 

O THOU, who art glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wondens ! — on this day, set apart 
for the commemuration of the birth of him who 
is our Lord, Master, Saviour, and Redeemer, d(^ 
thou, we beseech thee, fill us with reverent emo- 
tions, and let us rejoice and be glad in the know* 
ledge of our salvation; O enable us to see thy 
infinite love and mercy manifested in the gift of' 
thy well-beloved Son. When dead in sin, thou 
didst pity and provide for our redemption. Re- 
vive the recollections of thy prophecies, and thus 
awaken our hearts to see the greatness of ihy 
goodness. Thou hast performed the truth to Ja* 
cob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast 
sworn unto our fathers, from the days of old. 
Thou hast given us the promised Shiloh. Thou 
hast blessed Israel, and redeemed the Gentiles — 
thy light has come, and tlie glory of the Lord has 
risen upon us. Unto us, O Lord, a child is bom, 
Vnto Us a Son is ffiven, and do thou help us to 
pezceiire in him the great I^ophet, Priest, and 



King. Strengtlieii our faith, and make us per- 
fectly established. 

And, O thou, Groi and Father of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ, we pray thee to enlighten us in all 
his teachings. We thank thee for the knowledge 
which be gave us of thyself, and would perceive 
in him more and more of thy divine image. We 
thank thee for the precepts which he gave us for 
the regulation of our moral conduct, and would 
imbihe more and more of their spirit, and practise 
a better obedience to them. We thank thee for 
his bright and heavenly example, and would copy 
more faithfully after it. We thank thee for all 
the means, through him, of salvation from sin, 
ignorance, and sorrow, and would thereby become 
more perfectly saved, sanctified, and blest. 

But more especially, O God, we thank thee for 
the great deliverance from "the fear of death. We 
bless thy holy name, that now we need be no 
longer subject to this bondage; for he — ^the 
Prince of life, came, suffered, died, and was bu- 
ried, and on the third day rose again, according 
to the Scripturos, bringing life and immortality 
to light. receive our gratitude for this un- 
speakable gift. Thou, Lord, didst not create us 
for shame and ruin. Blessed be thy great and 
holy name, that we were born for a nobler des- 
tiny—that we were framed to expatiate through 
another and a more glorious life — that thou hast 
begotten us unto a lively hope, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us. 

For all these blessings, secured to us in Christ 
Jams, we present to .uee, this day, the sincere 
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dferiags of imr hearts. And w» thank thee, aha^ 
for the influences of Christianity through all t^ 
civilized world ; — for the progress of lights rirtue/ 
and civilization, wherever it has gone ;— -for ita 
amelioration of humanity— «-for its Uessiogs to die 
poor, the prisonei:, the enslayed».theunfortunata 
of every elime — and for all the benevolent insti* 
tutions to which it has given rise. We thank 
thee for its influence in social and political life — 
ibr its aid in the formation of wise counsels, and 
the promotion of just governments among men* 
Ood Almighty grant that ita power may more and 
more continue to be felt, till the whole earth ahall 
be christianized and the whole race exalted. 

And when, at last, all the good purposes of thy 
grace shall have been accomplished on the earth, 
may there be administered unto us and all thy 
redeemed, an abundant entraQoe into the everlast* 
ing kingdom, where he» whom we this day cele* 
barate, shall see of the travail of his soul and be 
satisfied — ^where God shall be hoaored, aod Christ 
rlorifled, and songs of eternal gratitude, arising 
mm all the hosts of heav«ft, shi^l go up forever 
and ever. Amen. 



FASTING. 

R1FI.BCT10N8 adapted to Isa. Iviii. Matt. vi. 16 — 34. 
Mark ii. 1^28. — ^Fasting has been practised amon^ 
all nations, in times of mourning, sorrow and affliction. 
The custom commenced in the time of Moses. He 
fiuBted forty days, on Mount Horeb. Since his tfane 
Ikstingli&B been very eommott among tile Jews; Jodraa 



and the elders of Israel remained prostrate before the 
ark, from morning till eteninft, without eating, after 
Israel was defeated at Ai. The eleven tribes, which 
fought against that of Benjamin, fell down on their 
hees before the ark, and so contuiued till eteningf with- 
OBt eating. David fasted while his child was sick. 
The solemn fast of expiation was held once a year, and 
very faithfully kept by all the Jews.' Fasting has also 
been common among the Christians. According to Dr. 
Neander, the early Christians were acenstomea to de- 
vote many separate days entirely to examining their 
own hearts, ifo appointed days for fasting are men-* 
tinned in the New Testament. 

The Jews entertained very erroneons opinims in 
xegftrd te fasting. They thonght a man should afflict 
his soul, bow down his head as a bulrush, and spread 
sackcloth and ashes under him. Bat God baa declared 
that such fasting was not acceptable. The Saviour 
also condemned it in the strongest terms. And well 
they might ; for what advantage can there be in dis- 
figuring the face, afflicting the body, and making our 
eoaditioA as uncomfortable as possible? 

The prophet mentions three things in acceptable iast^ 
ijig ; 1. Loosing the bonds of wickedness. 2. Undo* 
ing heavy burdens. 3. Feeding the hungry and cloth* 
ing the naked. It is of no avail to abstain from food, 
unless our abstinence wakes up a sympathy for those 
who are oppressed and needy. And alas f how many 
there are who need the purest sympathies of the Chri*- 
tian. They are in bondage, and sigh for freedom ; 
they are poor, and ory for bread ; they are disconraged, 
and need aid. Think of them when festing, and le- 
■olve to do them good. 

Again. Fasting affords an opportunity to review 
our sins. And how many are there of these ? What 
8 lone list stands against every man ? O let us humble 
otiTselves before G^d ; let us appear not unto men to 
ftat, bat unto Ood, that he may bless ne. Let ue ex^ 
ajBUie our hearts, and beseech the Divme foigiveMW* 
Then shall we fast aoeeptably to the Lend, 
16 



m FftATXB. 



PRAYER. 
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God of mercy, we humbly implore thee to 
have compassion upon thy sinful children here 
in thy presence, and enable them to feel their 
great unworthiness. Thou, O Lord, lovest 
righteousness and hatest iniquity ; to thee belong 
grace and forgiveness ; thou hast opened a foun- 
tain for Judah and Jerusalem, in which all can 
lurify their hearts. Thanks to thy blessed name 
for favors so great to those so unworthy. Though 
we have forgotten thee, thou hast been roind^ 
of us ; though we have trampled upon thy law, 
thou hast not smitten us with judgment ; though 
we have abused thy favors, thou liast abundantly 
supplied all our wants ; though we have disre- 
garded the oppressions of our fellow-beings, thou 
hast protected and blessed us. 

O thou supreme Ruler of heaven and earth, we 
praise thee for the liberty we enjoy ; that we can 
worship thee according to the dictates of our own 
consciences ; and that we are surrounded by so 
many wise and excellent institutions. But we 
lament that we have made such poor returns for 
thy many kindnesses ; that we have done no more 
for the efficiency of the excellent government 
under which we live ; that we have improved no 
better the various opportunities we have had for 

g owing in wisdom and grace. We lament, O 
od, the many evils which are spread over the 
face of the earth ; that licentiousness stalks abroad 
at noon-day; that fraud and deception are so 
generally practised ; that so many are oppressed 
by unrighteous laws ; that thousands live in want, 
whUe the earth is full of thy riehea. 
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O Gk)d, correct, we beseech thee, the errors of 
' the world. Awaken ail to a sense of their sins ; 
exterminate pride and injustice from all souls, 
and may all unite with one heart in promoting 
the cause of peace, and the general interests of 
thy moral kingdom. Wilt thou enlighten those 
who sit in darkness; restrain those engaged in 
war; bring violence and strife to an end; and 
cause truth to spread from sea to sea. 

Regard, O Lord, all in authority. May the 
President of the Union fear thee and hate sin ; 
may he have wisdom to discern and firmness to 
seek the true interests of his people. Bless, O 
God, the Governor of this State, and grant that 
he may be clothed with righteousness and equity ; 
rule in justice and judgment, and seek uniformly 
the good of all his people. Grant the same bless- 
ings to all appointed to make and execute laws. 
May they realize their responsibility, and be faith- 
ful to their trust. Upon our whole country let 
t^y blessing rest; and may all remember that 
righteousness exalts a nation, but that sin is a 
reproach to any people. 

Be our guardian, O God, through this year; 
may it be spent in thy service. Save us from 
famine, pestilence, war and death, and keep us 
from all evil. And finally receive us to thyself, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 

Reflections adapted to Ps. xc. Ps. cxlv. Eccle. i. 
—How many are the lessons of this day ! It teaches 
Ihat this is a world of change. Many who entered 
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with us apoo the praaent year, foil of hepe, and dioam- 
iag only of long Ufe, have gone to the peaceful sluiB- 
ben of the grave! The aged and the young, the 
lich and the poor, hare gone ! Some lingered on beds 
of pain, some were called eoddenly and nnexpectediy. 
Some were found in leadineaa, aod aome trembled to 
hear their summona ! 

Again; this day teaches na the rapidity oi time. 
How short does the period seem aince the b^inning of 
this year ! As we suxxl upon its threshold, aod looked 
forward to its close, the time appeared long ; but hours, 
dayt», weeks have glided swiftly away, and soon the 
night winds will sing their solemn requiem over its 
departure. We spend our years as a tale that is told. 

Again; this day teaches the value of a year. 
Though short, how much have the faithful aod good 
acouiopliahed. They have gained in knowledge ; they 
hftve grown in grace ; they have taught the young to 
iear the Lord ; they have reclaimed waaderera, en- 
lightened the ignorant, and ^extended the kingdom of 
Christ ; they have fed the hungry, clothed the naked, 
broken the chain of oppression, comforted the mourner, 
and taught the dying to hope in heaven. what m 
labor is this ! tiow vast a work ; and how short the 
period in which it has been accomplished ! How much 
good, then, can be done in a year I How much evil, 
too, can be done in a year Alas ! how many, during 
the past year, have squandered their fortunes ; formed 
vicious habits ; destroyed their hopes, and ruined the 
peace of their families ! 

Again ; this day teaches us to be mediate in our 
expectations for the year to come. Before its close, how 
many calamities may come upon us ; how many changes 
may we experience. Our property may be swept 
away ; our prosperity be succeeded by adversity ; our 
dearest friends be out down ; our health impaired, our 
existence terminated. Let us boast not of to-morrow, 
for we know not what it may bring forth ; but let na 
trust in him whose years fail not, snd who, amid all 
the changes of earth, remains eternally the same. 
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PRATER. 

Great Source of life, light and happiness ! the 
Protector and Guide of all men ; standing as we 
do on the confines of the departing year, and feel- 
ing our entire dependence upon thee, we desire 
to acknowledge thy mercy and compassion, and 
to implore a contmuance of thy favors. We 
praise thee, O God, that thou hast been our shield 
and support, and our unfailing source of comfort. 
Every day have we been supplied from the store- 
house of thy bounty; and every day have we 
walked in thy sun-light, and enjoyed the smiles 
of thy countenance. Thou hast given us health 
and strength ; thou hast healed our diseases, and 
cheered us with hope in all our sorrows. Thy 
mercies have gladdened our dwellings, and thy 
care defended them from the hand of the spoiler ; 
and, though we have tasted the cup of bitterness, 
we feel that our blessings have been far more 
numerous than our trials. 

O Lord, we give thee thanks that we are still 
numbered with the living, and that, while so 
many of our fellow-beings have been called away 
during the year, we are still spared, and are sur- 
rounded by thy mercies. Forbid, great God, that 
the health and vigor thou hast given us, should 
awaken within us a vain confidence, or lead us to 
feel that we are sufiicient in our own strength. 
Impress us with a deep sense of the uncertainty 
of all things temporal, and of our liability to be 
called away at any moment. 

[This to be uied if any of the fiunily have been taken away 
by death.] 

fEtemal Father, may the trials we have been 
called to experience give us humility and trust, 
16* 
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and guard us against lelying on an aim of fieah* 
Lord, in thy wisdom awl mercy, thou hast 
caused the angel of death to walk in our midst, 
and cat down one [two] of our number. The 
voice [voices] of kindness which so often, glad** 
dened our hearts is [are] silent ; the loved is Tare] 
gone forever from our society, and the [thein 
smile of affection no longer beams upon us. O 
give us submission and hope, and enable ua to 
make a wise improvement of all our afilictions.] 

Heavenly Father, we commit ourselves to thy 
care, and pray that we may dedicate our lives to 
thy service ; and, during the coming year, may 
we be more thankful to thee ; more mindful of 
thy laws ; more attentive to our duties. Help us ao 
to number our days that we may apply our heaxta 
unto wisdom ; that we may serve thee .better than 
in the year past ; and that, instead of being cold 
tnd negligent, we may be zealous and faithnil. 

Eveniving God, may not the thought thax 
we ape mortal^ and that we are rapidly hastening 
to the Rrave, discourage our hearts. May we be 
cheered by the reflection, that though life is like 
the early dew and tender flower, thy years have 
no end, and thou ever livest to guard and bless 
thy children. may we trust, in thee, hearkeA 
to thy counsels, and look forward by faith to that 
world, where days and years are unknown ; and 
the praise shall be thine forever* Amen. 



THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR. 
Reflections adapted to Psalm cii. Job x. Eceldw 
iii.^<* A happy New- Year/' is the dieerful lahEtetion 
with whioh tbousaiKb asd thousMda w^ thia i^ km 



greeted. Bat all such wishes axe vain, imkaB we seek 
to make the year happy b^ living in obedience to God. 
Those who would have this year happier thaa the last, 
mast be more holy. If spent in sin, it will be a year 
of darkness and sorrow ; S deroted to the evil indol- 
ences which have hitherto cursed us, misery will eon- 
tinae to be our portion. No power in heaven or on 
earth is capable of giving happiness to any human be- 
ing unless he will renounce sin. Let us, then, begin 
the year by forming new resolutions ; by correcting our 
bad habits ; by dedicating ourselves anew to the ser- 
vice of God. Let us inquire in what ways we can be 
more useful to each other ; to those around us, and to 
the cause of religion. Let us avoid a repetition of the 
errors into which we have fiadlen, and gather wisdom 
itom the experience of the past. By so doing, we shall 
advance in knowledge as we advance in years ; and be 
prepared for whatever Grod may ordain. 



PRAYER. 

O THOU, who art from everlasting to ererlast- 
ing, the same yesterday, to-day, and forever ; we, 
thy feeble and dependent children, would come 
into thy presence as humble suppliants, and be- 
seech thee to lift upon us the light of thy coun* 
tenance. We give thanks to thy name, that we 
are spared to behold the light of this morning, 
and under circumstances so favorable, to assemble 
around this ahar. Prepare us, God, fdr aU the 
duties of the year upon which we have entered. 
May we be guarded against sickness, calamity 
and death ; may we be led by thy hand in tM 
paths c^ wisdom, and beside the still waters of 
mercy. Enable us to feel that our wav will bo 
terk and wretched, unless we follow thy direo* 
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tions ; that peace cannot be the portion of any 
who live in sin. With the new-year, help us, 
Crod, to begin a new life ; may we cease from the 
nnfraitfiil works of darkness ; may we put on the 
new man ; be created anew in the likeness of 
Jesus Christ ; be governed by new desires, and 
cheered by new hopes. 

Teach us, O Lord, to realize the uncertainty 
attending all things earthly, and may we not look 
to riches, honor, or any worldly good, for perma- 
nent enjoyment. May we feel that all the sources 
of human happiness may fail ; that all our earthly 
hopes may be destroyed, and that our joy may be 
turned into sorrow. Give us, O Father, give us 
the guidance of thy Spirit ; inspire us with the 
hopes of the Gospel, and open to us those foun- 
tains of life which perpetually flow in all their 
fulness. 

Supreme Guardian, if it shall please thee to 
spare us to the close of this year, may we be 
found in thy service, and be enabled to review it 
with satisfaction. Save us from idleness and 
folly ; from irreligion and sin. Suffer us not to 
•feel that we can walk without thy strength, or be 
sustained without thy promises. Forbid that un- 
belief should take possession of our hearts, or we 
be led to look with indifference upon the religion 
of Christ. In prosperity may we be grateful, and 
in adversity resigned ; in health active ; in sick- 
ness patient and submissive. 

O Lord, watch over us during our whole lives ; 
and grant, that whether our years be many or 
few, they may be spent in thy service ; and unto 
tbee, the King eternal, immortal and invisible. 
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shall be given all the piaise foiOTur and ever. 
Amen. 



THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

Hbflections adapted to Matt. xxri. 17 — ^89. Mark 
xiY. 1 — ^26. 1 Cor. xi. 17 — 34. — ^The Commiuiion is 
one of the wisest and most benevolent- institutions of 
our blessed Saviour. Though it has been corrupted 
and perverted from its true design, it has, in almost all 
ages of the church, exerted a hallowing influence, and 
been an efficient aid in the cause of righteousness. 
Nothing could be so well suited to the end which it was 
given to accomplish. TTiis do in remembrance of me. 
Now suppose he had stamped his effigy upon a eoia, or 
erected a mausoleum, or constructed an immease tea»- 
ple, to perpetuate his memory, the object in view woald 
not have been secured ; for he did not wish merely to 
hand down his name to posterity ; he wished to be re- 
membered as a being of spotless purity ; of unwearying 
benevolence, and as the one who gave himself a ran- 
som for the world ; and what could we learn of these 
from a coin, a mausoleum, or a temple ? In the broken 
bread we have an emblem of his death ; and in the 
wine an emblem of that blood which he shed far the 
remission of sins ; and when we gather around the table 
to partake of these emblems, the mind is carried back 
to the time of the Saviour's ministry. We behold his 
untiring labors; his unaffected meekness; his love, 
which was stronger than death. We sit at the very 
foot of the cross, witness the insults of enraged priests, 
cruel soldieis, and an ignorant populace; gaae upon 
his bleeding feet and hands and side; listen to his 
words of comfort to the poor thief suffering with him, 
and hear him call upon the Father to forgive his mur- 
derers. Who can thus remember the Saviour, without 
having his afieetions elevated, and his heart filled with 
giadtade and love? Surely nothing could be so w^ 
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eakmlated to perpetuate his memory as the Commonioo. 
Besides, the emblems of the Saviour's death can be 
had in all churches, in all parts of the world, and thus 
at the same time influenee all hearts. But had he 
depended upon some vast structure to keep his memory 
in the hearts of his followers, it would have been the 
occasion of painful pilgrimages, and could have influ- 
enced but a small portion of the church. 

How thankful, then, should we be for this sacred in- 
stitution ! Let us not neglect it ; for, how important 
that we should remember Sie Saviour ; that we should 
commune with him, imbibe his spirit, and copy his ex- 
ample. If we forget him, we forget the only perfect 
pattern of righteousness ever given to the world ; the 
only one whose religion can purify our hearts, and give 
us a firm hope in death. Gro then to his table ; go 
with grateful and believing hearts ; go in love willi all 
men ; go in meekness and prayer ; and he will meet 
you, and grant you his blessing. 



PRATER. 



Almigqtt God, our heavenly Father ; adored 
be thy name for the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
for his sufferings upon the cross, for his resurrec- 
tion and ascension, and for all the institutions of 
his religion. Especially do we thank thee that 
on the night when he was betrayed, he estahlish- 
ed, in remembrance of his death and passion, the 
holy Communion. Thanks be unto thee, O Lord, 
that thou hast preserved it amid all the changes 
and revolutions of the church ; and that though, 
at different periods, it has been connected with 
demding errors and superstitions, it still remains, 
and is now exerting that divine influence which 
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all thy institations, when rightly understood, are 
calculated to have. We thank thee for all it has 
guided to the Saviour ; for all it has done towards 
perpetuating his memory, impressing his truth 
upon the heart, and exhibiting to the world his 
great love and mercy. May its influence be felt 
in all succeeding ages ; and may the time soon 
come when it shall be felt among all nations and 
languages. 

May all who go to the table of our Master, go 
in humility and love ; go not in their own strengdi, 
but in the strength of him who died for them, 
and go not to be seen of men, but to have their 
affections elevated, and their souls fed with the 
bread of life. 

Be with those of us who are thi^ day to eat and 
drink in memory of our dying Lord. Forbid that 
pride should be in our hearts ; that we should 
have an unkind feeling towards one of our race. 
O may we be forgiving like our Lord ; like him 
love our enemies, and seek to overcome evil with 
good. 

Great God, make us watchful and prayerful ; 
enable us to set a good example before the world, 
and may we avoid as much as possible the ap- 
pearance of evil. When tempted, may we re- 
member our Lord, and like him resist sm. May 
the charms and fascinations of the world have no 
power to wean our hearts from thee, or make us 
neglect our duties and despise thy name. Hear 
us. Father, and give us answers of mercy, and thy 
name, through Christ, shall have all the praise 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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FOR THE MORNING OF A COMMUNION SABBATH. 

Holt Lord God of hosts, the Maker of heftren 
.and earth, and the Father of our Lord and Sariour 
Jesus Christ, vouchsafe, we heseech thee, to look 
down in mercy upon thy children, and accept 
their sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Hea- 
venly Father, to thy goodness' are we indebted 
for the preservation of our lives during the past 
week, and for the privilege of beholding the light 
of this blessed day. This is the Sabhath of our 
Ood; may we rejoice and be glad in it; and 
when we repair to the temple of worship, may it 
be to gain more wisdom, and to be rendered more 
.holy. Make us humble and devout, and attentive 
to all the services of thy house. And, O Lord* 
when any of us assemble around the table of our 
mcious Master, may our minds be wholly with- 
drawn from the wond, and be given entirely to 
meditation and prayer. Forbid that we should 
go to his table in a spirit of cold formality, and 
honor him merely with our lips. Forbia also 
that we should go with hearts estranged from 
thee, or affections chilled by the influence of the 
world. O kindle within us a flame of love. Let 
the Saviour's condescension and grace, his pity 
and compassion, subdue our hearts, and wake up 
the purest feelings of devotion. 

Let thy blessing, God, be upon the church 
with which some of us are connected. We re- 
joice in the assurance we have that it is biritt 
upon the foundation of the prophets and apostles, 
Jeius Christ himself being its chief corner-stone* 
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O Lord, may all the members be joined together 
in love ; may they take sweet counsel together, 
and live in peace. With one heart may they 
pray and labor for the prosperity of truth, and 
with one voice sing thy worthy praise. Defend 
them from the unholy influence of error; keep 
Ihem in the faith once delivered to the saints ; 
and deliver them from all evil. 

Increase, we beseech thee, their numbers. O 
may Zion be constantly enlarging her borders ; 
and grant, gracious God, that all who may be 
received into fellowship with thy children, may 
be faithful, and worthy the confidence reposed in 
tbom» and live in accordance with the profession 
they make ; and thy name, through Jesus Christ, 
shall have all the praise. Ameif. 



FOR A BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

O Lord ! thou art good unto all men ; and 
thou art constantly manifesting thy goodness. 
Daily dost thou open thy hand to supply our 
wants. Thou art not only good, but abundant in 
goodness. Thou dost load our tables with plenty, 
and furnish us with all the means of temporal 
enjoyment. Thy goodness is also manifested in 
the scheme of redemption, in which provision is 
made for the salvation of a lost world. O Lord I 
enaUe us to realize thy goodness in sending thy 
Son to bring us back to thyself, and exalt us to 
heaven. 

Wo bless thee, Father, for the religion be 
tmof^t exemplified in his life, and eonfirmed by 
17 
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his death and resurrection. We rejoice in tire 
instructions it imparts, the hopes it inspires, and 
the influences it exerts. And, at this time, we 
would thank thee for its philanthropic spirit; 
for the active henevolence it awakens in the 
heart, and the exertions to which it prompts for 
the aid of the poor and needy. We rejoice that 
it has an eye to weep over human woes, a heart 
to pity the unfortunate, and a hand to relieve dis- 
tress ; that its great office is to visit the widow and 
orphan in their affliction, and convert the home 
of wretchedness into an ahode of joy. To this 
holy religion, we acknowledge ourselves indebted 
for the various charitable institutions with which 
the unfortunate are blessed, — institutions that 
have risen up in every part of our country, and 
that are supported with a commendable zeal and 
liberality. And, we pray, mercifiil Father, that 
the time may soon come when a religion so 
benign and holy may spread from sea to sea, 
feed every famishing son and daughter of 
humanity, and clothe every destitute orphan 
and widow, and watch at the couch of all sinking 
in poverty to the grave. 

We pray, Lord, for thb Association. We 
give thee thanks for all the good it has done in 
relieving human suffering, and supplying human 
need. May it long stand as a monument of the 
'divine nature of the Gospel, and of the active love 
it breathes into the soul. Smile, O God, upon all 
thy servants before thee. Give them that charity 
which never faileth. Bind them together by the 
strong cords of Christian afifection, and grant that 
the union and fellowship of the Gospel may ever 
prevail among them^ And when their labors 
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thall be ended on earth, admit them to the joys 
and honors of heaven, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 



FOR TEMPERANCE. 

O THOTT, who art the Giver of all our mercies, 
we would humble ourselves in thy presence, 
acknowledging the excellency of thy character, 
and the perfection of thy laws. Thou art wise 
and good, and in all thy dealings thou art seek- 
ing our happiness. But, Lord, we have too 
often disregarded thy word, and followed the 
inclinations of our perverted appetites and pas- 
sions. We lament our frequent departures from 
the ways of wisdom, and our manifold trans- 
gressions against thee. We lament, Lord, the 
general prevalence of sin, and especially the 
sin of intemperance. We acknowledge that its 
blighting effects are felt in every part of our 
country ; that it has overcome the youth in the 
brightness of their promise, the rich in their costly 
dwellings, and the poor in their dreary hovels. 
O Ood ! how fearful are its ravages ! It has 
dethroned reason, prostrated genius, defiled the 
heart, paralyzed the body, and caused those of 
every age, condition and pursuit, to go down to 
the grave in shame ! Help us to realize the 
greatness of this sin; its power to destroy the 
enterprise of man, crush his ambition, divert his 
attention from the business of life, and drive him 
from his God. 

O Lord ! make bare thine arm, and stay the 
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dajrk waters that luiTe come in upon us like a 
flood, sweeping away our fondest hopes, our deaiv 
est joys, our highest comforts. Roll them back, 
we beseech thee, from our midst, and cause the 
waters of temperance and salvation to gush forth 
on every hand. 

We bless thee, heavenly Father, for all the 
efforts that have been made in the cause of tem- 
perance ; that so many have enlisted as its public 
advocates, and that the people have so generally 
given it their support. We pray for thy blessing 
upon all well-directed efforts in this ^eat cause* 
Crown the labors of thy servants wiui abundant 
success. Enable them to gain victory after vic^ 
tory, till the evil, over which we now mourn, 
shall be exterminated from the world. In this 
good cause, may all Christians unite, party names 
be forgotten, and all labor with a zeal which never 
tires. Keep each one of us from this sin. Enable 
us ever to abstain entirely from the use of that, 
which has been productive of so much evil and 
misery; and unto thee, through Jesus Christ, 
shall oe given all the praise, forever and ever. 
Amen. 



FOR FAMILIES IN AFFLICTION. 



THE BENEFIT OF AFFLICTION. 

Replbctions adapted to Job xiv. Psalm xxvii. 
Psalm xc. — God does not afflict willingly. He is a 
merciful being, and visits his people with no sorrows 
which are not designed for a beneficial end. We axe 
Bot alwajTS able to see the way in which afliietknie are 
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useful. It is not possible that we should find out the 
Almighty to perfection, or be able to see the wisdom 
and goodness of all his arrangements. Why he 
should spare an idiotic child, and cut down one that is 
bright and promising ; why call away a parent sur- 
rounded by a large family of helpless children, and 
leave an aged man to suffer afler all his friends have 
gone to the grave, are among those dark and mysteri- 
ous dealings which are wholly inexplicable even to the 
greatest minds. But while unable to fathom all the 
ways of God, we find no difficulty in discovering many 
advantages in affliction. 

1 . It calls attention directly to God. The afflicted see 
that he kills and makes alive ; that he sways the scep- 
tre of the world, and does all things after the counsel 
of his own will. But when health, peace and pros- 
perity surround us, and everything moves on with its 
accustomed regularity, we forget God, and almost 
imagine ourselves immortal and self-existent. We 
neither realize the uncertainty of life, nor our depend- 
ence upon a divine arm. It is the office of affliction 
to awaken us &om this perilous slumber. Counsels 
that are slighted in a season of general health, have 
an abiding influence when a sickly wind is hurrying its 
victims to the grave. Those who are vain and pre- 
sumptuous in prosperity, are humble and teachable 
when crushed by calamities. 

2. Affliction soflens the heart. Many know nothing 
of sympathy for the distressed, till called to suffer. 
The rich have not that liberality towards the poor, 
which is common to persons who have experienced the 
trials of poverty. The healthy have not that compas- 
sion for the sick, which is felt by those who have 
suffered on beds of pain. The prosperous cannot 
commiserate with persons in adversity, as can those 
who have been buffetted by misfortune. Thus every 
new affliction awakens some new feeling in the heart, 
which responds to its kindred feeling. 

3. Affiiction shows the value of the Gospel. Those 
blessed with health, surrounded by friends, and living 

17* 
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in the nddst of plenty, are stiongly inclined to fed list 
the treasttTCft of earth are sufficient— -that tlwy n^ 
nothing finner than its hopes, or brighter than its 
prospects* They cling to the world till its channs cease 
to daazle, its fairest works change, and its best prom- 
ises fail. Not till oyerwhelmed by sorrow will they 
turn to the religion of Christ, lay hold upon its hopes, 
or listen to its teachings. Ihousands, who haT» 
attended for years upon the services of the sanctnary, 
without being turned to God, have given hkn their 
hearts on a b^ of sickness, in the house of mourning. 
In view of these advantages, how truly can we say, 
It is good for us to be afflicted. The cloud whi^ over- 
shadows us, and renders our home desolate, iB big 
with mercy ; and every trial we experience will make 
us wiser and better, and work out for us an eternal 
weight of glory. Let us be meek and subnusaive^ 
then, in the day of trouble, and remember that though 
God cause grief, yet will he have compassion. 

[The above reflections can be used in connection with any of 
the following prayers, adapted to families in affliction.] 



PRAYER FOR A FAMILY IN AFFLICTION. 

O THoiT, Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort, in thee we live, and move, and have our 
being. On thee we are dependent for all our 
good, and all our changes are controlled by thee. 
Thou art our God, our strength, and our Re- 
deemer. And, specially humbled as we are at 
this time, under thy hand, we come to seek thy 
face, and to implore thy strengthening spirit. 
Give us, O God, to discern thy providence m all 
our afflictions, and to acknowledge thy righte- 
ous win. For, shall we receive good at %bm 
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haani of the Lord, and shall we not receivd evil ? 
Thou, alone, God, art the Orderet of all things, 
and there is nothing good — there is nothing 
afflicting, but is under thy cognizance and dispo- 
sal. Yet do thou impress us at all times with a 
becoming sense of thy goodness. Give us that 
knowledge, even in the depth of our afflictions. 
May it be the language of our hearts, that 
though clouds and darkness are sometimes round 
about thee, yet justice and judgment are the 
habitation of thy throne; mercy and truth go 
continually before thee. We cry unto thee in 
sorrow, but we would endeavor to place un- 
bounded confidence in God. Grant us, we 
beseech thee, that confidence, — grant us heavenly 
hope, — ^give us courage to face these evils whicn 
surround us, — give us faith, cheerfulness, resig- 
nation, fortitude and patience. May we not faint 
nor despair at this thy chastening, but look steadily 
to thee, be still, and know that thou art God, the 
sovereign and righteous Disposer of all things. 
There may our hearts rest— there may our souls 
find peace. May we stay ourselves on Israel's 
God. 

[If the affliction be sickness, continue with the followinjf.] 

Thou hast indeed fearfully afflicted us. Thou 
hast caused health to depart from us — thou hast 
commanded disease to enter and prey upon our 
enjoyments. Lord God Almighty ! if we have 
ofifended thee, forgive us. If the afflicted one 
hath transgressed thy laws, either in body or in 
mind, learn him [her] obedience to thy will, and 
dispense forgiveness to him [her]. Urant that 
he [she] may now so reflect upon his [her] ways* 
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and upon thy character, as that much profit may 
proceed from this afHiction ; and, Crod, under 
this affliction of the body, may the mind be 
renewed and the heart sanctified. And do thou 
graciously be pleased to direct and bless the 
means for his [her] recovery. Give us wisdom 
to search out the causes of this malady, and, by 
the application of effectual remedies, to remove 
the disorder which afflicts him [her]. We con- 
fess ourselves subject to thine immutable laws. 
Humbled are we now before thee — ^humbled in 
the dust. 0, sufier not our number to be dimin- 
ished. Let not, as yet, the precious circle of this 
family be broken. Preserve our lives — ^restore 
speedily, and let us all have occasion to praise 
and thank thee for thy great deliverance. May 
the health of the other members of this family 
be precious in thy sight, and long let us live— a 
family blessed and approved of God, with that 
fear of the Lord which is health and peace unto 
the soul. 

SIf Uie affliction be death, omit the preceding paragrapba 
i uie the following.] 

God! we acknowledge thy power — thine 
arm laid bare in the midst of us. We are bowed 
down with great heaviness, and sorrow and an- 
guish of heart. Our domestic circle is broken, 
and one who was dear to us, and one of us, lies 
still and cold in death. Lord, our strength 
and our Redeemer, we cry unto thee for help. 
Help us, thou God of mercy, to sustain ourselves 
under this trial. Suffer not our hearts to fail. 
Death is the appointed lot of all. Yet, under this 
severe visitation of it, we are made to sorrow ; but 
do thou forbid that we sorrow as those who have 
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HO hope. Grant unto us the hope of the gbspel. 
Direct our minds to Christ, and to his resurrection. 
O may we now see, with clear spiritual vision, 
death vanquished, and the grave spoiled of its 
power. death ! let us exclaim, where is thy 
sting? grave! where is thy victory? And 
thanks he to God who giveth us the victory, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Sanctify, too, 
we pray thee, this breach to our spiritual im- 
provement. May it he the means of loosening, 
more effectually, our hold from earth, and fasten- 
ing, more intentively, our affections upon things 
above. May it teach us the uncertainty of life, 
and prepare us for our own departure. May 
it solemnize all our thoughts, and direct them, 
more habituaJUy, to Christ, his cross, and his sal*- 
vation-^to him who was dead, but who liveth 
forever ; who is our life and our triumph in this 
hour of darkness. And may we all submit to 
this providence with good hope through faith, till 
we all meet in the world where death comes not, 
where parting is no more, and where love is un* 
changing and immortal. 

[tf the affliction be any other than sickness or death, omit 
the two former paragraphs, and use the following.] 

Lord God of heaven and earth ; thine it is to 
give peace, and to crown us with prosperity — 
both riches and honor come of thee, and thou 
reignest over all ; and in thine hand is power and 
might. Now, therefore, as our lot on earth 
seemeth to be trying, our earthly comforts to 
depart from us, and our prosperity to diminish, 
to thee, O God, do we look. Thou only art 
all-sufficient— in thee is infinite fulness^-^thott 
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art the infinite source of all bounty and of all 
good. Create, then, we beseech thee, light and 
faTor for us at this time. Disperse the clouds of 
datlmess which seem to be gathering over us, 
and let us receive the oil of joy for mourning, 
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heavi- 
ness. We are satisfied thai thou art good, and 
that thou doest only good— that although many 
dispensations of thy providence may appear dark 
and inscrutable to our short-sighted understand- 
ings, yet thou, God, ever hast in view some 
wise and benevolent design. Sanctify, then, this 
providence, under which we now groan and are 
burdened, to the good of all of us, and all those 
who are in any way specially interested ; and let 
us henceforth have occasion to glorify thy name, 
and tell, with joy, of all thy wondrous works.' 

rWhaterer may be the affliction, close the prayer with the 
fbuowlng.] 

Unto thee, O God, would we now present our 
petitions, and leave them at thy throne. Thou 
art the hearer and the answerer of prayer. Thou 
wilt not, and thou dost not, afflict willingly nor 
grieve the children of men. And let this afflic- 
tion work out for us the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ousness, and prepare us all still better for the 
journey of life and for all its coming changes. 
Whatever those changes may be — whether pros- 
perity or adversity, or life or death, let us resign 
ourselves to thy merciful disposal, being fully 
persuaded that none of them shall separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. And after life and all its toils are over, 
receive us to that world where the evils of this 
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cannot follow us — ^where the inhabitants shall not 
say, I am sick — ^where death comes not — ^where 
sorrowing and sighing shall be no more, and 
tears shall be wiped from all faces. We ask it 
humbly, yet fervently and with faith, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 



FOR A FAMILY VISITED WITH DEATH. 

O THOU, whose smile fills our hearts with joy, 
and whose frown darkens them with sorrow ; unto 
thee would we come in our affliction ; for thou 
art our only Hope, Refuge, and Support. Thy 
ways, O Lord, are mysterious ; thy path is in the 
great waters, and thy footsteps are in the mighty 
deep ; thou hast severed the tenderest ties of our 
hearts, and overwhelmed us with the dark waters 
of affliction. 

It hath pleased thee, in the infinity of thy wis- 
dom and goodness, to enter our family circle, and 
take away, by death, one of our number. Great 
God, darkness has gathered around our home ; 
our souls are bowed with anguish ; and even the 
fair face of nature wears to us a look of gloom. 
O give us, we beseech thee, that support which 
we need; and while we reflect, that we shall- no 
longer take sweet counsel with our departed 
friend, may we be comforted by the hope that we 
shall meet again where neither death nor parting 
shall be known. Parent of mercy ! encircle us in 
the arms of thy love, and lead us from the dark- 
ness which overshadows us, to the light in which 
thou dwellest. May we not yield ourselves to 
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imspfmAeneyt or be hardened by the affliction thou 
hast ordained ; but may we feel that all events 
are ordered for the best, and open our hearts to 
the holy influences of thy Spirit. 

Gracious Father ! we bless thee that we are 
not left to mourn as those who have no hope ; 
that light has beamed upon us from thy counte- 
nance, and that though all flesh is as grass, and 
all the goodliness thereof as the flower of the 
field, thy Word) with its cheering hopes and 
blessed promises, remains forever and ever. O 
may we listen to its instructions, and be comforted 
by the prospects which it discloses ; may we be 
sustained by the assurance it gives of thy perpet* 
ual care, and thy eternal love; that thy povi* 
dence is always around thy people ; ana that 
though they leave this world, thou art still with 
them to protect and Uess. By this sacred Word 
may our hearts be now comforted ; may its holi** 
est consolations be ours, that we may be calm, 
tranquil} and resigned, and look through all the 
clouds which overshadow us, up to that bright 
world, where sorrow shall never come, but all be 
life and peace. 

[If a parent has died, the following.] 

Father of love ! as we shall no longer have the 
guidance, instruction and support of the parent 
Sxou hast taken away, may we realize that we 
have an infinite Parent in heaven. And as we 
shall no longer hear the voice of our earthly pa- 
rent, may we listen to thy words of wisdom, and 
be guided in the paths of peace. Help us to imi- 
tate all the good examples of him [her] whose 
losa we deplore. Make us thankful for iJl tbe 
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taaat ha [she] exerted over us, and may we tna« 
9Ure up IB our hearts all his [her] virtues* 

[If a famfaaiid or wife bas died, the following.] 

God, as thou hast taken away the chosen 
Ijartner of my life, the object of my most aflfec- 
tionate regard, the one who shared with me in 
the labors and anxieties of this mortal state, be- 
stow upon me those blessings which I need; 
grant that ^I may have wisdom rightly to govern 
these children now solely entrusted to my care; 
grant also that I may enjoy thy presence, and 
feel that thou art ever with me, my constant 
Helper and Support, May I find friends to assist 
me in my deserted condition, and comfort me in 
my loneliness. 

[If a brother or sister has died, (be following.] 

righteous Lord! as thou hast taken away 
one with ^ whom we have spent many happy 
hours, and who shared with us the joys of early 
life, we pray for submission to thine appointment* 
Give us composure of spirit, that we may be ena« 
bled to bear up under this great trial. And while 
we realize that the tenderest ties of earth have no 
power to save from death, may we rejoice to 
Know that death will finally be destroyed, and 
the friends we have lost will at last be restored to* 
our embrace. 

[Close the prayer with the following.] 

Heavenly Father ! prepare us for all the trials 

of life, and enable us to submit with composure 

to all thy appointments. Prepare us also for 

dMth, and when the time of our departure shall 
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eome, may we be blessed with a strong &ith and 
a calm spirit, and at last be received to thyself^ 
dirottgh Jesus Christ. Amen. 



DEATH OF A CHILD. 

Father in heaven, we would own the justice 
of thy dealings, and bow in resignation to thy 
6oly will. Death has entered our dwelling and 
made a sad breach in our circle, and a deep void 
in our affections, by the removal of one we fondly 
loved. And while we feel, within, the grief and 
desolation this thy providence hath wrought, wilt 
thou, O Father, teach us to be calm. Enable us 
to realize that the tender lamb thou hast taken 
from our bosoms, now rests from pain and suffer- 
ing in the bosom of a Saviour's love. Remem- 
bering that the Saviour, when on earth, loved little 
ones like ours, and called them to himself, and 
took them in his arms, and blessed them, may we 
feel that our departed child has heard his kind, 
inviting voice, and left our arms for his ; and 
may this thought console us. 

O wilt thou still the swelling tide of anguish 
in our bosoms, and sanctify to us this sad be- 
reavement and every dispensation of thy wisdom. 
Shed over our wounded spirits thy healing balm 
of love. May our affliction awaken in our minds 
a livelier sense of the beauty and value of thy 
Gospel, and raise our aspirations heavenward, and 
disengage our affections from the things of time. 
May we, who survive our loved one, more fully 
learn thy love. Thou hast taken from us one of 
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OUT dearest treasures, up to thine abode of purity 
and blessedness, and there may our hearts be 
also. Keep us while we sojourn here, and when 
thou shalt call us hence, wilt thou gather us, 
with those we have loved and lost in time, to 
praise thy name in glory, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



AFTER THE LOSS OF A YOUNG CHILD. 

Ever-living and most merciful God ; wilt thou 
d^ign to smile compassionately upon this family, 
in the present season of deep affliction and sor- 
row. We are in a world of want, and uncertainty, 
and change. Very often does it become to us a 
vale of tears. Its possessions are momentary, its 
enjoyments unstable. The tenderest ties which 
bind us to each other are soon dissolved, and 
even our most endeared comforts removed from 
our embrace. The fairest flowers of our homes 
bloom but' for a few brief days, and then infold 
their beauties and their charms, and wither in the 
very hand that is striving to }»*eserve them in 
their freshness. Age and infancy are promiscu- 
ously cut down by the scythe of death. From its 
fatal stroke no one is exempt. All that live must 
die. 

But, Lord, we would indulge no murmur ; we 
would utter no complaint. We believe that what 
thou doest is best ; and that, though many of the 
dispensations of thy providence are, for tne time 
being, severe and painful, they will all result in 
our good. Thou hast permitted disease and 
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destb to entof this house, tmA to rsmo^^ trem diy 
aenrwats a lorely and fondly-cherished ehild, a 
joang and tender creature, bat still the pride, and 
hope^ and joy of its parents and of all the mem- 
bers of the family. The sun of its life has gone 
down very early in the morning of its existence. 
Thy servants, Lord, deeply, and it is hoped 
submissively, mourn their loss. Their hearts are 
sorely pained. Their tears flow copiously, and 
no hand but thine can wipe them away, and dry 
up the fountain whence they come. Uloom is in 
their dwelling ; and as they move through its 
apaitments, they feel lonely and desolate. One 
thait was wont to enliven and impart a charm ta 
thetr home is no longer one of their number. 
They listen, but hear not the music of its infant 
yoke. They look, bat its lovely and beautiful 
form meets not the eye. They find only trouble 
aad sorrow, where, but a little time since, all was 
cheerfulness, and hope, and joy. 

But, O oar Crod, wilt thou deign to be with thy 
swrvants, and sustain them, and soothe the anguish 
awakened within them by this painful bereave^ 
ment ForHd that they should sorrow as those 
that have no hope. May they trust in thee, and 
in thy holy child Jesus, the great Comforter of ail 
that mourn* Help them, O Lord, to remember 
the blessed language whkh fell horn the lips of 
their Master, during his mission on earth. '* Suf- 
fer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not ; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.'* 
O help them to make these balmy and soothing 
words their own ; and may they not forget that 
he who uttered them is the same yesterday, 
an! to day, and forever. May the assuranoe w 
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awakened within them, that the spirit af their 
loved and lamented child has only been removed 
from earth to heaven, where it will be watched 
by thine own eye, and reared to maturity under 
the culture of tnine own good spirit. May they, 
therefore, cheerfully give it up to thee; con- 
fidingly resign it to thy fatherly protection and 
mercy. 

And now wilt thou impart, our Father and 
our God, a serene frame of mind to these thy sor-* 
rowing children. Keep them in thy love and 
thy peace while they live ; give them resignation 
and hope in death ; and eventually receive them, 
and all men, to the enjoyment of thyself, and of 
thy great salvation, in realms of immortal blessed- 
ness. Amen. 



FOR A SICK PERSON. 

Almighty and most merciful God ! who hatest 
nothing that thou hast made, and who hast not 
thought even a crown of everlasting life too much 
to promise to thy children ! I desire humbly to 
own and reverence thy hand in my present sick- 
ness. A 11 the causes which can operate upon me 
are, in thy hand, as the ministers of thy pleasure. 
I repose entire confidence in thy wisdom. May 
my bodily suffering bring good to my soul, and 
lead me more justly to value health and strength, 
and to employ them to nobler purposes than I 
have done, if this sickness shall not be unto death. 
Let me take that view of life, from my sick bed^ 
which can be taken from no other place. With 
18» 
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snbmiflsioQ to thy will, I pray for ^e reflMmil: of 
my disorder, and for the perfect restoration of my 
health. Th^ will, O (jk>d, and not mine, be done. 
Endue me with resignation, patience, and meek- 
ness, under the pains of disease and the irksome- 
ness of confinement. Above all, prepare me for 
death. 

may I at this time, whatever the issue of this 
sickness may be, fix my heart steadfastly upon 
thee, and have a lively faith in that blessed Sa* 
viour, who led the way through the grave to the 
immortality beyond it. Through the wilderness 
of this world let me ever bless thee for the manna 
and the rock. On the brink of Jordan let thy 
promises be precious. In the last hour let my 
faith in a Redeemer be strong, and grant me to 
ascend into thy blissful presence in the chariot of 
love and praise. O Lord, hear ! O Lord, for- 
give ! Be my God in life, my hope in death, and 
my everlasting portion, through lesus my Saviour. 
Amen. 



FOR A CHILD DAN6EBOU8LY ILU. 

With anxious and sorrowing hearts, we bear 
before thee. Father in heaven, this child, smitten 
by disease. It is thine. From thee this innocent 
spirit came, and to thee must it return. But, O 
God, quench not yet this light of our dwelling; 
Spare the fond hopes bound up in this precious 
life, and let the bitter cup of bereavement pass 
f^om us. But thy will be done ! Let not our 
natural afiections, which thou hast done so much 
to bless, prove stronger than our fkith. If thott 
art about to summon hence this little one, who 
has come hither, an angel from heaven, we pray 
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tbttt for us it may not have come in vBiiiy that the 
massage of love and faith which it has brought 
may be inscribed forever upon our hearts. Like 
Uttte children, may we be humble and confiding; 
and mly upon a strength greater than our owiu 
Though we lose our dearest earthly treasures, 
may we gain the enduring riches of that .grace 
which cleanses the heart, and strengthens faith, 
and nourishes those hopes which take hold on 
heaven. 

FOR A FRIEND DANGEROUSLY ILL. 

Fathsb of mercies ! from thee alone cometh 
all hope. To thee our inmost souls lie open* 
Thou hearest the prayers that are springing 
there, beyond all power of utterance, for our suf- 
fering friend. Thou knowest how ardently we 
desire that this sickness may not be unto death, 
that thy blessing may descend upon the means 
used for the restoration of thy servant, and give 
success to the efforts of human skill. O spar0 
him that he may recover strength. Turn our sor«- 
row into joy. Give unto us the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness. Let thy servant live 
and bless thy name. 



AT THE MEETING OF FRIENDS. 

EvsR merciful and indulgent Parent, we real* 
ixe that thy watchful eye is ever upon us, and 
that while thou seest our wants, thou art ever 
ready to supply them. Continue to bless us with 
thy kind care, and so influence our hearts that* 
we may not forget thy benefits. ^ 

O may we be gratefuL te thee, that tho« h^k 
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permitted us once more to meet together. Wb 
thank thee that thou hast been with us during 
our separation, and hast guarded us from harmw 
We praise thee that thy love has ever attended 
and blessed us, and tny mercy has pardoned 
our many transgressions. And especially may 
we thank thee, that, with friendships unchanged, 
we are again in each other *s society. 

We realize that to thee, Father, we are in- 
debted for friends and all the pleasures of friend- 
ship and love. And here together may we ren- 
der that tribute of gratitude which we owe thee. 
May our renewed intercourse be hallowed by a 
sense of thy sleepless care and unfailing love. 
Let thy sanctifying spirit be with us. May we 
feel its holy influence in our hearts, cleansing 
them of all impurity, and consecrating them to 
friendship, to love, and to thee. 

Lord, we are thine, the children of thy care--* 
the recipients of thy bounties. As such, may we 
strive to serve and adore thee. Thou art our Fa- 
ther. While we love thy excellence, as children 
may we strive to imitate it. And remembering 
how Jesus, the living manifestation of thy good- 
ness, the friend of sinners, revealed thee to us, 
may we endeavor to walk as he walked. May 
wc love him as he loved us, and each other as he 
loved the world. May we befriend one another 
as he befriended humanity. And as his goodness 
is endearing him more and more to the hearts of 
his disciples, so may ours endear us more and 
more to each other. 

Favher in heaven, watch over us. Keep our 
tongues from evil, and our lips from speaking 
guile. Fill our hearts with thy goodness, and 
qnicken our affections by thy love; so that all 
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our emotions may Mend together as one ; all out 
tbougbts flow in the harmony of affeetion ; and 
our words be like appks of gold in pictures ef 
silver. 

Permit us often to meet in thy fear ; and at 
last, when this world, with its cares and ills, i«i 
transient joys and fading splendors, shall have 
passed away, may we, and all for whom Jesus 
died> stand around thy throne in heaven, to praise 
and adore thee forever and ever. Amen. 



FOR A FABULY WHEN ONE OF ITS MEMBEBS IS 
ABOUT LEAVING HOME. 

O LoBD, we adore thee as the Father of all the 
families of the earth, and the Author of all the 
mercies we enjoy. We give thanks to thy name 
for the kind care thou hast extended over us, and 
that we have lived in security and happiness 
under the broad wing of thy protection. Daily 
hast thou opened thy hand to supply our want9». 
and cheered us by thy beni8:nant smiles. Long 
have we lived in union and love, and taken sweet 
counsel together. Happy has been our commun- 
ion, and rich the enjoyment which has glieid- 
dened our hearts. But, O Lord, it has pleased 
liiee to order, that for a season one shall be sepa!'* 
rated from us. Prepare us, we beseech thee, fat 
like separation ; and grant, that we may part in 
peace. May we be comforted by the reflectirn 
that thou art everywhere present; and that, 
though absent from each other, we shall all have 
thy protecting care, and be led by the hand of 
thy mercy. Be pleased to spare our livcK tv 
prosper us hi« our efforts, and permit us to meet 
•gminiini the «]LJ<^menit of healdi aad ] 
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[1 -Aic uuivtr U tu leave* use the following.] 

Great God, may thy special blessing attend the 
labors of tby servant while separated from his 
home. Preserve him from sickness, calamity and 
sin ; and may he pursue without weariness his du- 
ties, and be brought back to this peaceful dwelling 
with a glad and thankful heart. And during the 
period of his absence, may these children be duti* 
ml, kind and affectionate, and demean themselves 
as becometh those in their condition. 

[If a child to attend school, use the following.} 

Heavenly Father, may thy youthful servant 
employ aright the opportumties now to be en- 
joyed for acquiring knowledge and preparing for 
the duties of life. May he be attentive to hu 
studies, and realize the importance of msJting a 
diligent use of time. May he be obedient to his 
instructors, and listen to the counsel they may 
give. Keep him, O God, from the ways of sin, 
and from evil of every kind. May he remember 
the deep anxiety felt by his parents for his tempo- 
ral and spiritual welfare, and be stimulated by that 
to be dutiful and kind. 

[If u son to learn a trade, use the following.} 

God, be with him who is to be removed from 
our midst, that he may be fitted for the business 
of life. may he be diligent, obedient, and faith- 
ful ; anxious to acquire knowledge and be useful 
to his employer. May he be treated kindly; 
suffered not to be idle ; guarded from the com- 
pany of the vioious, and conducted in the ways 
o! Virtue. O inay he keop ihy law, and delight 
ill ihy wufoliip. 

[If a fitther or ion to go Co «ea, use tfaa feUowing.] 

Stqumas Lord, the sea is thine ; thou imt hM 
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it in the hollow of thy hand, and thou art the sup« 
port of those who go down to it in ships, and do 
Dusiness in great waters. Be with and bless him 
who is about to leave the quiet and security of 
home, and be exposed to the dangers and hard* 
ships of the mighty deep. wilt thou watch 
over him, and be his guardian and support. 
When the waves lift up their voice, and the heav- 
ens are filled with darkness, and the tempest 
rages, great God, who art mightier than the wmds 
and the waters, and makest the clouds thy char- 
iot and ridest upon the wings of the storm, guard 
him and his companions in peril ; still the tem- 
pest, and grant them deliverance. May he not 
forget thee, or be unmindful of his obligations. 
May he be watchful and prayerful, and be guard- 
ed from sin and every evil. Preserve him in 
health and happiness, and let thy blessing be his 
portion forever. 

{dom with the foUowing.] 

Supreme Guardian, may we yet enjoy many 
years of happiness in each other's society. Help 
us, wherever we may be, to feel that thou art our 
support, and the giver of every good and perfect 
gift. Make us duly thankful for all thy blessings; 
keep us in thy love and fear ; and finally receive 
us to that world where parting shall be unknown ; 
and thine shall be all the praise forever. Amen. 



SUITABLE FOR A CHILD. 

TBOV, who art the God of the fathers, and of the 
children, wilt thou assist a feeble child in drawing near 
to thee in humble thanks for thy many and great mer- 
cies in times past, and in earnest prayer for all needful 
favors in time to come. May I, in future, think less 
of the world, and more of thee, aad of the gmX duties 
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md QSi&foTtB of Tdigion. Help me to nmgn mfMlf 
wholly to thy service ; to love thee with all my heart; 
and, while I live, to obey thee in all things. May 1 
strive to honor my parents ; to love my brothers iod 
sisters ; to be kind to my playmates ; respectful to my 
superiors, and generous towards my inferiors. Forbid 
that I should ever speak a false word, or do a wrong 
. deed. May I take delight in going to church, and tb 
the Sabbath school ; and in resuiing and understanding 
the Bible. Help me, God, to love my Saviour, ana 
to be more and more like him. May I never forget 
that he loved little children, and took them in his arms, 
and blessed them, and said, Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven. O may this assurance lead me to be heavenly 
in all my thoughts, and words, and actions. And bie 
thou entreated, Lord, to grant every favor that I ask 
for myself to all who are young, that great may be tho 
petfio of children everywhere, now and forever. Ameft. 



THANKS AT THE TABLE. 

Bountiful God ! the eyes of all wait upon thee, 
and thou givest them their meat in due season. Grant 
that we may have grateful hearts for the provisions of 
thy hand which are now before us, and let them nourish 
our frail bodies, that we may have strength to pursne 
our respective avocations. ICeep us in thy loYe, and 
finally save us, through Jeeus Christ. Amen, 

O Lord, thou art the Giver of ev«ry good aod pwfeot 
gift, and to thee are we indebted for the food of which 
we are about to partake. May it strengthen our frail 
bodies, and awaken emotions of gratitude in our hearts ; 
and thine shall be all the praise forever. Amen. 

Father of lights, enable us to receiye these gifte of 
thy bounty with thankful hearts, and spend the strength 
they impart in thy service. Forgiye our sins, and sare 
i»9 through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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